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WALTER  LEE  BROWN 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Evanston 
Free  Public  Library,  held  April  28,  1004,  the  following 
minute  was  entered  upon  the  records : 

"This  entry  records  the  death  of  Walter  Lee  Brown,  which 
sad  event  occurred. on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1904.  Mr.  Brown 
was  a  member  of  this  Board  from  June,  1894,  to  August,  1901. 
While  acting  in  that  capacity  Mr.  Brown  was  a  faithful  and 
efficient  public  servant,  and  this  Board  wishes  to  testify  to 
his  sterling  integrity  and  high  character;  and  every  member 
of  the  Board  joins  in  paying  this  tribute  of  respect  to  his 
memory. 

"Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Melrose,  Mass.,  August  24,  1853. 
lie  was  a  graduate  of  the  Northwestern  University  and  of 
Columbia  College  School  of  Mines.  He  was  eminent  in  the 
science  of  Metallurgy,  and  was  the  author  of  'A  Manual  of 
Assaying. '  which  has  been  widely  adopted  as  a  text  book  both 
in  this  and  Coreign  countries.  This  work  has  already  reached 
the  eleventh  edition,  and  is  regarded  as  authority  and  is  in  use 
by  Harvard  University  and  a  great  number  of  other  institu- 
tions of  learning.  He  prepared  a  volume  of  'Helpful 
Thoughts,'  selected  from  the  works  of  Marcus  Aurelius;  and 
he  also  had  published  J.  Fenimore  Cooper's  'Autobiography 
of  a  Pocket  Handkerchief,'  the  "manuscript  of  which  he  owned. 

"Mr  Brown  was  a  'collector  of  renown,'  having  the  most 
complete  collection  in  existence  of  the  ii(nio£rous  editions  of 
Marcus  Aurelius, — some  two  hundred  volumes.  His  collec- 
tions of  Chap  Books  and  books  on  'Draughts'  were  remarkable 
ones;  and  he  also  gathered  together  a  large  number  of  first 
editions  of  American  authors. 

"As  a  discriminating  and  indefatigable  collector  of  certain 
lines  of  rarities,  as  indicated  above,  Mr.  Brown  was  well 
known  throughout  the  literary  world.  His  death  at  the  early 
age  of  fifty-one  is  a  great  loss  to  science  and  literature ;  ajid 
especially  to  the  friends  who  knew  his  tastes  and  loved  him 
for  his  high  personal  character." 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

EVANSTON,  ILL.,  June  30,  1904. 
To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Evanston : 

The  annual  report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for  the  year 
ending  May  31,  1904,  is  herewith  submitted.  This  is  the 
thirty-first  annual  report — the  organization  as  a  free  public 
library  having  occurred  in  June,  1873. 

GROWTH  AND  During  these  thirty-one  years,  the 

COST  SINCE  Library  has  grown  from  932  volumes 

ORGANIZATION      to  34?617  voiuraes  now  on  its  shelves. 

The  circulation  has  increased  from  9,000  volumes  during  the 
iirst  year  of  its  existence  to  157.965  volumes  during  the  year 
just  closed.  The  amount  expended  annually  for  its  mainten- 
ance has  increased  from  $1,078.71  for  the  first  year  to  $10,- 
113.09  for  last  year ;  and  the  total  amount  expended  since  its 
organization  is  $128,268.39-— an  average  annual  outlay  of 
$1,137.69. 

There  are  now  in  the  Library  more  than  three  times  as 
many  volumes  as  there  were  ten  years  ago,  and  its  use  has 
increased  in  about  (a  little  more)  the  same  ratio.  But  few 
libraries  can  present  so  favorable  a  showing  of  growth. 

The  mission   of  this  Library  has 

MfssiONIZED  always  been  recognized  as  educational. 
Its  administration  has  been  character- 
ized by  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  local  requirements,  ca- 
pability and  progressiveness.  It  has  worked  in  harmony  with 
all  other  local  educational  agencies,  co-operating,  whenever 
and  wherever,  it  was  possible.  Besides  being  in  harmonious 
working  relationship  with  the  schools,  it  has  aimed  at  supple- 
menting the  work  of  the  schools  by  affording  the  means  of  an 
indefinite  continuation  of  educational  development  after 
school  days  have  ended. 


PRESSING  NEED  Constant  growth  and  expansion  of 

OF  ENLARGED         work  has  produced  a  congested  condi- 
FACILIT  t-Qn  ^n  s^acjj  Yoom,  reading  room,  ref- 


erence department,  children's  department  and  all  working 
departments.  There  was  no  chance  of  relief  in  the  present 
location. 

This  pressing,  and  ever  increasing,  necessity  for  room 
stimulated  the  Board  of  Directors  to  constant  and  determined 
effort  to  secure  the  funds  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  a  site, 
and  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building.  For  more  than  five 
years  there  has  been  unremitting  effort  to  attain  this  end. 

Several  months  ago  the  Board  of 

RELIEF 

ASSURED.  Directors  received  a  proposal  to  pro- 

A  NE,W  BUILDING       yide   funds  to   erect   &   Duilding.      This 

has  been  made  available  by  the  recent  purchase  of  a  suitable 
site.  So,  after  long  and  persistent  effort,  there  is  now  assur- 
ance of  an  early  realization  of  the  desired  relief.  The  unani- 
mous and  hearty  action  of  your  Honorable  body,  together 
with  that  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Attorney,  iu  ratifying  the 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Directors  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  the  site  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  and 
the  provision  of  the  funds  necessary  for  paying  for  the  same, 
is  most  heartily  appreciated. 

The  details  of  the  work  of  the  Li- 
brary  during  the  past  year  :  its  present 
condition,  etc.,  is  shown  in  report  and 
tabulated  statements  of  the  Librarian  hereto  attached,  and 
made  a  part  of  the  Directors'  report.  Several  changes  have 
occurred  in  the  Library  staff  during  the  year,  but  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  administration  has  not  been  affected.  The 
standard  of  qualification  for  admission  to  the  library  staff  is 
fully  maintained;  merit  being  the  only  recognized  qualifica- 
tion. Justice  to  the  faithful,  intelligent  and  painstaking  ser- 
vices of  the  Librarian  and  staff  demands  recognition  by  the 
Board  of  Directors;  and  it  affords  pleasure  to  publicly  ex- 
press our  hearty  appreciation.  To  this  department  is  due  the 
credit  for  the  high  standard  of  efficiency  attained  and  main- 
tained in  the  administration  of  the  Library. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Finance 

W I N  A  W  C*  ¥  A  ¥ 

REPORT  Committee    hereto    attached,    exhibits 

the  financial  transactions  of  the  year. 
It  is  made  a  part  of  the  Directors'  report. 

The    death    of   Mr.    Walter    Lee 

DE.AT11    OF 

WALTER  LE.E          Brown,  during  the  past  library  year, 
BROWN  takes  from  this  community  a  valued 

citizen.  His  services  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  this  library  were  most  efficient.  Careful,  methodical,  sa- 
gacious, possessing  a  keen,  cultured,  analytical  mind,  he  was 
thorough  in  all  his  efforts.  He  was  most  highly  esteemed  by 
each  member  of  the  Board,  and  it  was  a  source  of  deep  regret 
when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign,  which  he  did  some 
time  before  his  death.  The  memory  of  his  work  for  the  fur- 
therance of  the  interests  of  the  Library,  is  a  stimulus  to 
prompt  and  faithful  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.  THOMPSON,  President. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

Board  of  Directors  Evanston  Free  Public  Library: 

GENTLEMEN:  Herewith  is  presented  the  thirty-first  an- 
nual report  of  the  condition  and  work  of  the  Evanston  Free 
Public  Library  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1904. 

In  spite  of  our  cramped  quarters  the  work  of  the  Library 
is  constantly  growing,  as  shown  by  our  table  of  circulation, 
yet  there  is  not  the  increase  there  would  be,  were  our  facilities 
enlarged,  and  no  aggressive  work  in  the  way  of  extending  our 
field  has  been  undertaken  the  past  year. 

The  work  of  the  Children's  Library  League,  the  plan  of 
free  lectures  and  exhibitions,  our  very  popular  "Library 
Day ' ' — an  annual  feature  of  several  years  ago,  have  had  to  be 
temporarily  suspended,  to  take  on  a  new  impetus,  we  hope, 
in  the  near  future,  in  a  new  library  building. 

Realizing  that  our  funds  were  limited,  owing  to  necessity 
of  holding  one-fourth  of  our  income  for  a  fund  to  furnish 
the  new  building,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  curtail  ex- 
penses, and  for  more  than  half  the  year  our  book  purchases 
have  been  very  limited.  In  spite  of  this  effort  our  expendi- 
tures this  year  exceeded  those  of  last  year  by  $448.69.  This 
was  due  to  several  causes:  The  raise  in  salaries  of  most  of 
the  staff  Dec.  1 ;  the  necessity  for  much  additional  shelving ; 
the  care  taken  to  guard  against  fire,  including  $100.00  for  re- 
wiring the  library  rooms ;  the  necessity  for  protection  against 
cold  the  past  winter,  requiring  additional  radiation,  weather 
strips,  storm  doors  and  windows. 

Our  item  for  printing  is  larger,  owing  to  the  increased  cost 
of  our  printed  bulletins.  Our  well  prepared  and  well  printed 
bulletins  in  their  present  enlarged  form,  are,  however,  quite 
worth  the  increased  cost.  While  our  total  expenditures  for 
books  have  been  less  this  year,  we  are  paying  a  much  higher 
rate  for  books,  owing  to  the  increased  price  due  to  the  net 
price  system  established  by  the  American  Publishers'  Associa- 
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tion,  allowing  but  10  per  cent  discount  on  net  books.  This 
advance  in  price  has  necessitated  greater  care  in  buying,  and 
in  cases  where  net  books  are  not  immediately  needed,  we 
usually  defer  purchase  until  the  year's  limit  of  the  10  per 
cent  rule,  or  watch  for  opportunities  to  buy  from  clearance 
sale  catalogues. 

CONTENTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

At  our  last  report  the  Library  contained  32,529  volumes. 
During  the  year  just  passed,  we  have  purchased  2,610  volumes 
and  received  by  gift  501  volumes,  a  total  of  3,111  accessions. 
Our  purchases  of  books  were  388  volumes  less  than  the  pre- 
vious year,  a  difference  of  $261.89  being  shown  in  expendi- 
tures for  books.  A  larger  number  of  books  than  usual  were 
withdrawn  from  the  library  because  worn  out.  The  increased 
use  of  the  books,  especially  in  the  children's  department,  is 
showing  itself  in  the  worn  and  soiled  condition  of  the  books, 
many  more  of  which  should  b&  replaced  as  early  as  our  funds 
will  permit. 

Gifts  were  received  during  the  year  to  the  number  of  452 
volumes,  880  pamphlets,  and  191  numbers  of  periodicals,  etc., 
a  list  of  which  is  appended. 

The  Library  cordially  acknowledges  these  gifts,  appre- 
ciating greatly  the  interest  thus  shown  by  our  friends. 

ACCESSIONS 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  May  31,  1903 32,529 

Purchased  during  the  year 2,610 

Gifts  during  the  year  501 


3,111 

Worn  out  523 

Lost  (64)   and  damaged  (8) 72 

Duplicates  sold 30 

Exchanged  398   

Total  withdrawals  1,023 

Total  net  accessions  the  past  year 2,088 


Number  of  books  in  Library  May  31,  1904 &4.617 
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ACCESSIONS  ACCORDING  TO^CLASSIFICATION 


No-  Vols.  in 

Library 
May  81.  1908 

General  works   8,471 

Philosophy    474 

Religion    890 

Sociology    2,926 

Philology    161 

Natural  science   1,264 

Useful  arts   1,212 

Fine  arts   1,179 

Literature    3,590 

History    2,627 

Travel    2,058 

Biography    2,650 

Fiction    5,778 

Books  for  young  people   .  . .  4,249 


Total     32,529 


Added 
daring 
year 

320 

44 

71 

345 

11 

135 

103 

111 

235 

169 

195 

224 

622 

526 

3,111 


Withdrawn    No  Vole,  in 


daring 
yenr 

5 


1 
200 

24 
178 

4 
2 
3 

282 
324 

1,023 


Library 
May  31, 1904 

3,786 

518 

960 
3,071 

172 
1,375 
1,137 
1,290 
3,821 
2,794 
2,250 
2,874 
6,098 
4,451 


34,617 


PERIODICALS 

The  following  periodicals  were  added  to  our  subscription 
list: 

Annals  of  the  American  Academy. 
Automobile  Magazine. 
Booklover's  Magazine. 
Catholic  World. 
Charities 
Etude. 
Everybody's   Magazine. 

Periodicals  subscribed  for  97 

Periodicals    donated    18 

Total  number  of  periodicals  currently  received 116 

REGISTRATION  OF  READERS 

Our  registration  of  readers  shows  270  more  cards  in  use 
than  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1903 4,692 

New  cards  issued  2,522 

7,214 

Cards  expired  during  year 2,252 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1904 4,962 
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CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS 

The  Loan  Department  was  open  306  days,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Dee.  26th  and  Jan.  2d,  from  9  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  On  these 
two  dates  the  Library  was  closed  from  9  A.  M..to  4  p.  M.;  on 
Dec.  26th  on  account  of  lack  of  sufficient  heat  and  on  Jan.  2d 
because  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Mayor  that  day  was  made 
a  day  of  mourning  on  account  of  the  Iroquois  Theater  fire. 

The  Reading  Room  has  been  opened  every  day  in  the  year 
with  the  exception  of  Christmas  day  and  Independence  day, 
and  Sundays  during  July  and  August. 
Books  circulated  for  hrme  use 102,595 

(Gain  over  last  year  of  4,667.) 
Books  used  in  the  Library  (estimated) 28,304 

(Gain  over  last  year  of  3,096.) 

Books    circulated    throne  h    schools 4,695 

Reference  books  used  in  schools 22.373 

Total  use  of  the  Library  for  the  year 157,967 

Largest  circulation  for  one  day — Feb.  13 962 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  day — July  17 219 

Largest  circulation  for  one  month — February 13,388 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  month — July 8,501 

SCHOOL  CIRCULATION 

Hooks  have  been  circulated  as  usual  through  the  schools 
farthest  removed  from  the  Library,  and  this  work  continues 
to  show  satisfying  increase.  The  apparent  decrease  in  the 
school  use  of  th£  books  is  not  in  the  books  circulated  to  the 
homes  through  the  schools,  but  in  the  use  of  books  for  refer- 
ence in  schools,  the  number  of  books  thus  used  being  only  an 
estimate ;  the  very  large  number  reported  last  year  was  due 
probably  to  the  method  of  estimating  such  use. 

Several  of  the  more  popular  magazines  are  still  duplicated 
for  circulation  and  are  largely  used. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

This  Department  has  prepared  throughout  the  year  refer- 
ence lists  for  the  various  literary  and  study  clubs,  three  of 
which,  those  of  the  Bryant  Circle,  The  Pierian  Club  and  Fort- 
nightly Club,  were  published  iu  bulletin  form,  part  of  the  cost 
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of  printing  being  borue  by  these  clubs.  This  Department  at- 
tempts to  keep  abreast  of  the  topics  as  discussed  in  schools  and 
clubs  as  well  as  by  general  readers  and  stands  prepared  to 
aid  by  preparing  special  lists  or  by  reserving  certain  books, 
as  needed  by  students  or  club  members. 

REFERENCE  LISTS 

The  following  reading  lists  have  been  prepared  in  this 
Department,  the  first  three  only  having  been  printed : 

France.  Guido  Reni. 

Modern  Germany.  Mozart. 

Progress  of  altruism  by  its  apos-  Beethoven. 

ties.  Mountain  whites. 

Scottish  customs.  The  far  East. 
Law  breaking. 

DUPLICATE  RENTING  COLLECTION 

The  duplicate  renting  collection  continues  very  popular. 
The  decrease  in  receipts  from  this  collection  is  owing  to 
smaller  number  of  books  placed  therein.  There  were  not  as 
many  extremely  popular  books  requiring  many  duplicate 
copies  as  laid  year. 

Circulated  5,663  volumes  at  five  cents 1283.15 

Fines  on  same   93.82 

Sale  of  duplicates  no  longer  needed,  46  volumes 6.59 

Total  receipts  from  this  collection $383.56 

Books  purchased  for  this  collection,  241  volumes $227.11 


Balance  to  be  expended  for  new  duplicates $156.45 

BINDING  AND   REPAIRS 

Our  binding  is  necessarily  a  large  item  as  the  Library 
grows  and  its  use  increases,  yet  the  amount  paid  for  new 
binding  is  very  little  in  advance  of  last  year,  while  our  item 
for  rebinding  is  much  less  than  that  of  last  year. 

Bound  for  the  first  time '."..' 528 

Rebound    ...   1,244 

Total    1,772 

Repaired  in  the  Library 1,814 
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CATALOGUE    DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Brown  submits  the  following  report  of  her  depart- 
ment : 

"The  number  of  books  classified, catalogued  and  shelf-listed 
was  3,111.  Leaving  out  the  books  for  young  people,  about 
10,000  catalogue  cards  were  prepared  for  these  accessions  and 
filed  in  the  catalogues.  We  purchased  526  books  for  children 
and  the  selection  was  drawn  to  a  great  extent  from  the  List 
of  Books  for  Children  published  by  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  and  for  which  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburg  have 
prepared  printed  catalogue  cards.  Of  these  printed  cards 
we  have  received  over  9,000,  fully  half  of  which  have  been 
prepared  and  filed  in  the  children 's  catalogue. 

"Some  analytical  work  has  been  done  on  old  books  from 
the  shelves,  making  an  addition  of  about  800  cards  to  the 
catalogues. 

"Four  bulletins  of  new  books  aggregating  43  pages  have 
been  issued  during  the  year.  Bulletin  No.  49  contains  a  list 
of  the  French  books  in  the  Library  and  bulletin  No.  51  a  list 
of  German  books  in  the  Library. 

"During  the  winter,  lessons  in  cataloguing  were  given  to  a 
class  of  six  pupils,  four  of  whom  were  apprentices  and  two 
were  members  of  the  staff.  Two  lessons  a  week  were  given, 
and  as  a  compensation  for  the  instruction  the  apprentices 
were  required  to  serve  in  the  Library  fifteen  hours  a  week." 

LIBRARY    MEETINGS 

Through  your  generosity  the  Librarian  enjoyed  as  usual 
the  privilege  of  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  held  at  Niagara  Falls  in  June.  Miss 
Brown,  our  Cataloguer,  accompanied  the  Librarian  to  that 
meeting.  Your  Vice-President,  Mr.  Currey,  represented  the 
Library  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Library 
Association  at  Decatur  in  April,  and  presided  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Trustees'  Section. 


THE     STAFF 

In  the  resignation,  April  first,  of  Miss  Cora  M.  Hill,  As- 
sistant Librarian,  who  was  married  April  28th,  1904,  the 
Public  Library  lost  one  of  its  most  faithful  and  efficient 
assistants,  and  her  loss  is  much  felt  by  the  Library  and  our 
readers.  Appropriate  resolutions  were  passed  upon  Miss 
Hill's  resignation  at  your  March  meeting. 

The  position  of  Assistant  Librarian,  thus  made  vacant, 
has  not  as  yet  been  filled,  a  readjustment  of  work  having  been 
made  among  the  Staff,  placing  Miss  Bliss  in  charge  of  the 
Loan  Department  and  Miss  Hay  in  charge  of  the  Reference 
Department  and  School  work.  Temporary  appointment  was 
made  for  general  assistant  at  the  Loan  Desk. 

The  plan  has  been  continued  of  having  a  few  apprentices, 
who  give  about  fifteen  hours  per  week  voluntary  service.  The 
instruction  given  them  as  described  in  the  report  of  the  Cata- 
logue Department  has  been  quite  justified  by  the  more  intelli- 
gent service  thus  rendered  the  Library. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  members  of  the  Staff  for  faith- 
ful, willing  service,  often  under  trying  circumstances,  owing 
to  crowded  conditions. 

With  grateful  appreciation  of  your  kind  interest  and  co- 
operation in  the  administration  of  the  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY,  Librarian. 
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ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer  May  31,  1903 $7,394.75 

Received  from  taxation,  1903-04: 

July  31,  '03,  Town  collector — Niles $0.83 

Nov.  5,  '03,  County  collector 5,000.00 

Nov.  28,  '03,  County  collector 564.95 

Mar.  29,  '04,  Town  of  Evanston 3,827.13 

Mar.  29,  '04,  New  Trier   32.71 

Mar.  29,  '04,  Niles  .95       9,426.57 

$16,821.32 

Petty  Cash: 

Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian  May  31,  1903 $31.04 

Fines   $515.56 

Duplicate  cards 11.45 

Catalogues   sold    (graded   list) .45 

Transient  membership  11.75 

Books  lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for. . .  24.57 

Rentals  from  duplicate  books 283.15 

Pines  from  duplicate  books 93.82 

Sale  of  duplicate  books 12.54 

Sale  of  request  postals 12.69 

Express  refunded  2.16 

From    reading   clubs    for    part    cost    of 

printing  reading  lists 3.25 

M.  M.  Kirkman  for  binding  book .60 

Rebate  on  "House  Beautiful" .80       972.79        1,003.83 

$17.825.15 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Books  purchased  (of  which  $227.13  was  for  du- 
plicate collection )    $2,484.21 

Periodicals  subscribed  for  286.84 

Binding 415.73 

Furniture  and  fixtures 392.49 

Building  site  27.75 


$3,607.02 
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Operating  Expenses: 

Rebinding   $C41.73 

Salaries — Librarian  and  staff 8,906.97 

Janitor  service  300.00 

Heating  and  lighting  571.71 

Printing,  postage  and  stationery 290.47 

Library  supplies    285.16 

Incidental  expense   "95.33 

Refitting,  cleaning  and  repairs 214.05 

Refunded  for  lost  book  found  .  .05     6,506.07     10,113.09 


Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1904 $7,712.00 

Balance  in  hands  City  Treasurer $7,G11.42 

Balance  in  hands  Librarian  .  100.64 


$7,712.00 
Respectfully  submitted, 

G.    W.   PAULLIN, 
C.  A.  ROGERS, 
J.  W.  THOMPSON, 

Finance  Committee. 


CHILDREN'S    LIBRARY    LEAGUE 

ORGANIZED  FEBRUARY,  1899 

OBJECT — The  promotion  of  the  proper  appreciation  of  books, 
their  care,  use,  etc. 

PLEDGE 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Library  League,  agree 
to  do  all  in  our  power  to  assist  the  Librarian  in  keeping  the  books 
in  good  condition. 

We  promise  to  remember  that  good  books  contain  the  living 
thoughts  of  good  and  great  men  and  women,  and  are  therefore 
entitled  to  respect. 

We  will  not  handle  any  Library  book  roughly,  carelessly,  or 
with  dirty  hands;  will  not  mark  it,  turn  down  leaves,  or  injure  it 
in  any  way. 

We  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  interest  other  boys  and  girls  in 
the  right  care  of  books,  and  will  report  all  that  we  find  in  bad 
condition. 

Wheii  in  the  Library  we  will  step  *-oftly  and  move  quietly,  and  try 
not  to  annoy  other  readers  by  any  unnecessary  noise  or  talking. 

League  Motto — "Clean  hearts,  clean  hands,  clean  books." 
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SUMMARY    OF    DISBURSEMENTS 
AND    CIRCULATION 

FROM  ORGANIZATION  OP  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TO  DATE. 


Yrs. 

Books. 

Periodi- 
cals. 

Furniture 
and  Fix- 
tures. 

Salaries. 

Other 
Expenses. 

Total. 

Circula- 
tion. 

1874- 
1875 
1876- 
1877 

$    2HOOO 
1,04208 
1,33307 

477  75 

*    161  35 
8986 
8670 

$    101  42 
219  10 
69  20 
59  62 

$    156  75 
25300 
348  25 
289  00 

$    399  19 

402  87 
393  17 
409  48 

$  1,078  71 
2,008  91 
2,230  39 
1,235  85 

•9,000 
16,002 
13.195 
18315 

1878- 

40000 

85  00 

276  00 

644  90 

1,40590 

14,718 

1*79 
188U 

?11  60 
250  00 

87  50 
100  00 

1200 

27600 
276  00 

443  16 
390  35 

1,130  25 
1.016  35 

16.230 
15,242 

1881- 
1882 
1883- 
1884 

144  91 
24098 
64702 
376  87 

10000 
9000 
97  50 
«    55 

8020 
3800 
48  70 

28300 
28900 
32000 
38rt  00 

67686 
630  33 
757  18 
911  67 

1,284  97 
1,283  26 
1,870  40 
1,70809 

17,088 
15.357 
19,741 
18,050 

1885 
1886 

59889 
832  35 

156  48 
93  52 

61  10 

33600 
341  00 

77904 
782  49 

1,931  51 
1,999  36 

19,0b3 
20,992 

1887 

680  60 

106  25 

436  50 

891  79 

2,114  14 

19.585 

1888- 
1889- 

KSINJ 

1891 

lX!t:> 

76880 
910  45 
83354 
945  14 
1,071  16 

10260 
10468 
97  50 
100  48 
124  93 

75  00 
30000 
17500 
2000 

413  00 
411  52 
49395 
55200 
598  00 

1,041  21 
1,101  48 
1,484  98 
1,302  79 
1,111  71 

2,400  61 
2,828  08 
3,034  97 
2,920  41 
2,905  80 

20,861 
15,906 
24,808 
28,320 
31.260 

1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898- 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903. 
1904. 

1.924  57 
2.0X6  44 
2,.iS2  (W 
2,16485 
2,«24  10 
1,657  10 
1,39589 
1,60063 
2,459  49 
2,881  25 
2,746  10 
2,484  21 

125  46 
140  7.5 
119  03 
144  45 
18270 
190  25 
241  06 
19671 
231  85 
260  90 
33379 
28684 

1,090  00 
3275 
31  85 
362  46 
13088 
24568 
9326 
12400 
14961 
224  40 
10089 
392  49 

687  10 
1,16000 
2,190  45 
2,414  98 
2.876  46 
3.122  70 
3,832  96 
3,519  96 
3,611  96 
378399 
3,721  P9 
4,20697 

1,773  02 
964  On 
1,742  85 
1,58"  90 
3.152  51 
2,5*0  77 
1,65352 
2,440  74 
2,172  52 
1,821  17 
2.761  63 
2,742  58 

6,600  15 
4,38394 
6,66636 
6  67  62 
8.066  15 
7,76660 
6,616  19 
7,88204 
8,625  43 
8,971  71 
9,6^4  40 
10,113  09 

34.294 
62,862 
52,485 
63,185 
71,120 
99,910 
120798 
139,624 
137.309 
)  71,185 
174,181 
157,965 

$38,732  57 

$4,318  69 

$4,282  11 

$41,314  47 

$39,671  16 

$128,288  39 

1,622,990 

•Estimated.    No  authentic  record. 
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ANNUAL    GROWTH    OF    LIBRARY 


June,  1871 —      916  volumes. 
Oct.    1872—      918 
June,  1873—     932 
May,  1874—  1,046 

"       1875—  1,654 

"       1876—  2,281 

"       1877—  2,516 

"       1878—  2,791 

"       1879—  3,114 
1880—  3,318 

"       1881—  4,159 

"       1882—  4,3G7 

"       1883—  4,757 

"       1884—  5,181 

"       1885—  5,814 

"       1886—  6,491 

"       1887—  7,013 

"       1888—  7,646 

"       1889—  7,702 

"       1890—  9,004 
1891—  9,666 

"       1892—10,056 

"       1893—11,198 

"       1894—12,578 

"       1895—13,968 

"       1896—15,871 

"       1897—18,778 

"       1898—20,981 

"       1899—22,807 

"       1900—24,488 
1901—27,100 

"       1902—29,614 

"       1903—32,529 

"       1904—34,617 


Net  growth 2  volumes 

14 

114 

608 

627 

235 

275 

323 

204 

841 

208 

390 

424 

633 

677 

522 

633 

689 

1,302 

662 

390 

1,142 

1,380 

1,390 

1,903 

2,907 

2,203 

1,826 

1,681 

2,612 

2,514 

2,915 

2,088 


GIFTS 

V.  P.           N. 

Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York 2 

Allegheny,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library 1 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science.     2 

American  Book  Co 1 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago 3 

Armstrong  Association,  New  York 1 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R 1 

Atkinson,  G.  W.  P 4  5 

Atlanta,  Ga.    Carnegie  Library 2 

Atwell,  C.  B 2 

Balch,  E.  S 2  

Belleville,  111.     Public  Library 1 

Black,  C.  E 1 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  New  York 1 

Boston  Book  Co 4 

Boston   Public  Library    1G 

Boutell,  Hon.  H.  S 9 

Braddock,  Pa.    Carnegie  Free  Library  &  Carnegie 

Club 1 

Bradford,  Pa.     Carnegie  Public  Library 1 

Bridge,  J.  H 1 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    Public  Library 13 

Brown,  Mrs.  Walter  Lee  (Painting) 214  161            1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.    Public  Library 2 

California  Board  of  Architecture 1 

Canadian  Archives  1 

Cedar  Rapids,  la.     Free  Public  Library 1 

Chainey,  Rev.  George 1 

Chicago  Art  Institute 21 

Historical  Society 1 

Law  Department 1 

"        Municipal  Library   10 

"        New  Charter  Convention 1 

Public  Library 5 

University  9 

Woman's  Club 1 

Church,  Mrs.  W.  E 3 
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V.  P.           N. 

Cleveland,  O.   Public  Library   2 

Colorado  University,  Boulder,  Colo 1 

Columbus,  O.    Public  School  Library 1 

Davis,  Dr.  N.  S 1 

DePauw  University,  Greencastle,  Ind 1 

Detroit,  Mich.     Public  Library  1 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library,  Washington, 

D.  C 1 

Dover,  N.  H.     Public  Library 7 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1 

Egypt   Exploration   Fund 2 

Emerson,  Mrs.  Joseph 1 

Enoch  Pratt  Public  Library,  Baltimore,  Md 1 

Erie,  Pa.    Public  Library 1 

Evanston,  City  1  3 

Evanston  Woman's  Club    . .             (J 

Foss,  Hon.  G.  E 1 

Galesburg,  111.     Free  Public  Library 1 

Galliger,   Hon.    J.    H 1 

Gibson,  Hamilton 9  39 

Gilbert  M.  Simmons  Library,  Kenosha,  Wis 1 

Girton   School,  Winnetka,  111 1 

Grand  Rapids.  Mich.     Public  Library 2 

Hamilton,  Canada,  Public  Library 1 

Harper  &  Bros.     New  York 1 

Harper,  Mrs.  W.  H 2 

Haverhill,  Mass.     Public  Library 5 

Hawaii  Promotion  Committee 1 

Helena,  Mont.    Public  Library 2 

Hintermeister,  Miss  Julia   M.   E.    (Photographs).     2 

Hoagland,  Miss  Merica 1 

Hopwood,  Miss  Grace   11 

Houston,   Texas.     Lyceum  and   Carnegie  Library 

Assn 1 

Illinois — Auditor 1 

— Labor  Statistics  Bureau 1 

— Secretary  of  State  1 

—State  Board  of  Health   1 

— State  Laboratory  of  Natural  History 1 

"      —University,  Champaign,  111 7 

Indiana  Shiloh  National  Park  Commission,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind 1 

Indianapolis,  Ind.     Public  Library 3 
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V.  P.           N. 

Iowa  Library  Commission,  Des  Moines,  la 5 

Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  la 3 

J.  Herman  Hosier  Memorial  Library,  Carlisle,  Pa.   . .  2 

Jernegan,  Charles  20  . .           C7 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago 4 

Joliet,  111.    Public  Library  8 

Kansas  City,  Mo.    Public  Library 4 

Kansas  State  Normal  School,  Emporia,  Kan 1 

Kimball,   John    1 

Kleene,  Mrs.  Emma  C 9 

Laird,  Miss  A 1 

Lake  Mohonk,  N.  Y.  Conference 1 

Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  R.  R 2 

LeDaum,  Henry  1 

Lewis   Institute,  Chicago 1 

Leyton,  Eng.     Public  Library 2 

Lincoln,  Neb.     City  Library 4 

Lindsay,  Ont.    Collegiate  Institute 1 

Lindsay,  Ont.     Public  Library 1 

Lord,  W.  S 20 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.     Public  Library 15 

McClurg,  A.  C.  &  Co.,  Chicago 1 

McMullen,  Mrs.  R.  B 14 

Madison,  Wis.     Free  Library 1 

Manchester,  N.  H.    City  Library 2 

Manitowoc,  Wis.     Public  Library 1 

Massachusetts    Institute    of    Technology,    Boston,   . . 

Mass 1 

Medford,  Mass.     Public  Library 2 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York 2 

Merchants'  Association  of  New  York 1 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health 1C 

Michigan    University  Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich..    ..  2 

Milwaukee,  Wis.     Public  Library   5 

Morris,  Mrs.  C.  E 1 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Carnegie  Library 1 

National  Education  Association 2 

National  Woman  Suffrage  Association 4 

Newark,  N.  J.    Free  Public  Library 0           11 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 1 

New  Jersey  Public  Library  Commission,  Trenton, 

N.  J 13 

New  Orleans,  La.    Public  Library 1 


V.  P.         N. 

New  York  City — Department  of  Finance 1 

"     Public  Library    16  38 

"      Stale  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y 3 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.     Public  Library 2 

Northwestern  University    3 

Academy 2 

College     Young     Men's 

Christian  Assn 1 

Library       58 

Norton,  L.  D 1 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  0 1 

Omaha,  Neb.     Public  Library 2 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa 6 

Parker,   C.   M 45 

Pasadena,  Cal.     Public  Library 12 

Pennsylvania — University,  Philadelphia,  Pa 3 

Peoria,  111.     Public  Library 7 

Philadelphia,  Pa.     City  Institute 1 

Philadelphia,  Pa.     Free   Library    1 

Phillips,  S.  L 1 

Porto  Rico  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 1 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 1 

Providence,  R.  I.     Public  Library 4 

Quincy,  111.     Free  Public  Library 4 

Racine,    Wis.,    Public    Library ..             2 

Reed.   Maj.   D.  W 2 

Religious  Education  Association 1 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y 1 

Rockford,  111.     Public  Library 1 

Ross,  Hon.  David 2 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.     Free  Public  Library 2 

St.  Louis,  Mo.     Mercantile  Association 2 

St.  Louis,  Mo.     Public  Library 9 

St.  Paul,  Minn.     Public  Library 1 

Salem,  Mass.     Public  Library 11 

Scott,  W.  D 1 

Scranton,  Pa.     Public  Library 4 

Sedalia,  Mo.     Public  Library 1 

Seed,  Maurice  J 1 

Shepard,  Odell  1 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn 14 

Smith,  F.  0 32 

Spencer,  Mrs.  W 5 

28 


V.  P.  N. 

Springfield,  Mass.     City  Library 1  8 

Stechert,  G.  E 1 

Stone,  G.  F 3 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.     Public  Library 1 

Thurston,  H.   F 1 

Tompkins,  Miss   Ginevra 2 

United  States  Government 54         209 

Vaile,  E.  0 1 

Vermont  Free  Library  Commission,  Burlington,  Vt.   . .  2 

Vermont — University  Library,   Burlington,  Vt 2 

Warder  Public  Library,  Springfield,  0 1 

Warren    County   Library,   Mon mouth,    111 1 

Watkins,  Dr.  R.  L 1 

Wesleyan  University,  Middleton,  Conn 3 

Western   Reserve  University,  Cleveland,  0 1 

Wilde,  A.  H 1 

Williams,  Fanny   1 

Willmon,  J.  C 1 

Wilmington,  Del.     Institute  Free  Library 9 

Wisconsin  Free     Library     Commission,    Madison, 

Wis 2 

Wisconsin  Geological  and  Natural  History  Survey.     1 

Wisconsin  Public  Instruction  Department 2 

Woodward,  Mrs.  M.  S...  3 


Thirty  Second 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  FREE    PUBLIC     LIBRARY 
of  EVANSTON,    ILLINOIS 

Comprising  the  Reports  of  the  President, 
Finance     Committee,     and     Librarian 


For  the    year   ending    May  31,  1905 


Kimball     V    Rogen 
Printers 


Board  of  Directors 


Term   Expires 

J.  Seymour  Currcy  ....  1905 

F.  W.  Nichols  .  .  .  1905 

Charles  A.  Rogers  ....  1905 

Rev.  J.  H.  Boyd        ....  1906 

Richard  C.  Lake  ....  1906 

John  W.  Thompson     ....  1906 

William  S.  Lord     (Resigned  March  30,  1905)          .  1907 

Charles  G.  Neely     (Resigned  June  I,  1905)      .  190? 

George  W.  Paullin  ....  1907 

Officers 

J.  W.  Thompson  President 

J.  S.  Currey  Vice- President 

Mary  B.  Lindsay  Secretary 

Standing  Committees,  1904-1905 

Books,  Messrs.  Currey,  Boyd  and  Lake 
Management,  Messrs.  Lord,  Nichols  and  Neely 
Finance,  Messrs.  Paullin,  Rogers  and  Thompson 

Library  Staff 

Mary  Boyden  Lindsay          .  .  .  Librarian 

Gertrude  LeRoy  Brown  .  .  .      Cataloguer 

Bertha  Strong  Bliss  .  Sup't  of  Loan  Dep't  and  Accessions 
Flora  Naylor  Hay  .  Sup't  of  Reference  and  School  Dep'ts 
Gertrude  E.  Aiken  .  Assistant  Loan  and  Cataloguing  Dep'ts 
Ida  F.  Wright  .  Assistant  Loan  and  Reference  Departments 
Maude  Chidester  .  Assistant  Loan  Department 

Charles  S.  Blair          .  .  Page  and  General  Assistant 

Lloyd  L.  Dines  .  Page  and  General  Assistant 

William  E.  Lee          ....  Janitor 
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President's   Report 


Evanston,  Illinois,  June  27,  1905 

O  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council 
of  the  City  of  Evanston,  Illinois: 
Herewith  is  submitted  the  annual 
report  of  the  Evanston  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  for  the  year  ending 
May  3 1  st,  1 905— being  the  thirty- 
second  year  since  the  foundation  of  the  Library. 

The  record  of  this  year  marks  an  epoch  in 
this  organization,  the  first  definite  attainment 
towards  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  home 
for  the  Library,  to  wit:  the  securing  of  a  suitable 
building  site,  and  the  employment  of  an  architect 
to  prepare  plans  for  the  new  building. 

Utility  in  the  arrangement  and  economy  in 
the  administration  have  been  the  primal  require- 
ments in  the  development  of  these  plans. 

Starting  with  a  tentative  sketch  for  study  and 
adaptation,  the  plans  have  been  matured  by  means 
of  the  most  careful  and  pains-taking  consideration 
and  investigation. 

Studied  research  of  the  best  library  buildings 
throughout  the  country,  and  criticisms  and  sug- 
gestions from  persons  who  have  been  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  libraries  in  a  num- 
ber of  these  new  buildings;  suggestions  from  lead- 
ing authorities  in  library  construction1,  numerous 
and  varied  criticisms  of  our  proposed  plans, 
together  with  the  very  able  practical  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  architect,  have  been  the  means 
employed  in  the  development  of  the  plans  that 
have  finally  been  adopted. 

It  is  confidently  expected,  that  when  the 
time  for  preparing  the  next  Annual  report  comes 
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around,  the  building  will  have  been  completed  and 
the  Library  transferred  into  its  new  and  permanent 
home. 

When  this  shall  have  been  attained  the  Lib- 
rary will  then  become  more  than  ever  before,  the 
people's  university,  the  only  educational  institution 
in  Evanston,  that  will  always  be  open  to  all  the 
people,  irrespective  of  age,  calling  or  nationality. 

Its  capabilities,  effectiveness  and  attractive- 
ness will  be  greatly  enhanced,  and  the  adminis- 
tration will  be  freed  from  the  restraints  incident  to 
the  inadequate  space  in  its  present  quarters. 

The  details  of  last  year's  work  are  most  ad- 
mirably shown  in  the  Librarian's  report,  including 
the  tabulated  statements  of  accessions,  duplicate 
renting  collection,  periodicals,  binding  and  repairs, 
reference  lists,  children's  league  and  comparative 
exhibits,  each  and  all  of  which  have  been  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  and  made  a  part  of  the 
Annual  report. 

The  Finance  Committee's  report  shows  the 
classified  details  of  cash  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  year.  This  report  has  been  approved 
and  made  a  part  of  the  Annual  report. 

A  high  standard  of  efficiency  has  character- 
ized the  conduct  of  every  department  of  the 
year's  work. 

The  present  corps  of  administration  repre- 
sents the  highest  standard  of  executive  ability  ever 
attained  in  the  conduct  of  the  library;  and  the  lib- 
rary is  therefore  prepared  for  the  accomplishment 
of  better  work  than  ever  before. 

Respectfully  submitted 

J.  W.  Thompson 

President  Board  of  Directors 
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QARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  Evans  fan 
Free  Public  Library^  Gentlemen: 
Your  Librarian  takes  pleasure  in 
presenting  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  Librarian  for  the  year 
ending  May  31,  1905,  which  is  the 

thirty-second  year  of  existence  of  the  Free  Public 

Library  of  Evanston. 

Secretary's  Report 

There  have  been  twelve  regular  meetings  and 
two  adjourned  meetings  of  the  Board,  held  during 
the  year,  with  an  average  attendance  of  between 
four  and  five  members.  The  resignations  of  two 
members  of  the  Board,  Messrs.  William  S.  Lord 
and  Charles  G.  Neely,  were  tendered  in  March 
and  May  respectively. 

On  July  28,  1904  the  Board  was  notified  by 
the  Mayor,  John  T.  Barker,  of  the  conveyance  to 
the  city  by  the  Northwestern  University  of  a  deed 
to  the  north-east  corner  of  Orrington  Avenue  and 
Church  Street  which  the  City  Council  had  obtained 
by  purchase,  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a 
Library  building. 

On  August  1 1 , 1 904  the  following  Committee 
was  appointed  to  secure  plans,  under  the  approval 
of  the  Board,  for  a  Library  Building :  Messrs. 
J.  S.  Currey,  R.  C.  Lake  and  F.  W.  Nichols; 
this  Committee  taking  the  place  of  the  former 
Committee  on  Site. 

On  August  25,  1 904  this  Committee  reported 
the  choice  of  Messrs.  James  Gamble  Rogers  and 
Charles  A.  Phillips  of  Chicago,  to  prepare  plans 
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for  the  new  building,  and  this  choice  was  confirmed 
by  your  Board. 

On  April  n,  1905  at  its  regular  meeting, 
the  City  Council  adopted  resolutions  accepting  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  of  $50,000.00  for  a 
Library  building  and  pledging  the  support  of  the 
Library  as  required  under  the  conditions  of  the 
gift. 

Librarian  s  Report 

The  Library  has  been  open  305  days  for  the 
circulation  of  books.  The  Reading  Room  has 
been  open  to  the  public  every  day  in  the  year 
except  Christmas  and  Independence  Day,  and 
Sundays  during  July  and  August.  Our  last 
report  shows  that  the  Library  contained  34,617 
volumes;  there  have  been  added  during  the  year, 
by  purchase,  2172  volumes  at  a  cost  of  $2160.92, 
and  by  gift  312  volumes. 

Books  have  been  withdrawn  to  the  number 
of  528,  which  includes  books  worn  out,  lost  or 
damaged,  and  duplicates  sold,  making  the  number 
of  volumes  in  the  Library  May  31,  1905,  36,573. 

Accessions 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  May  31.1 904         3  46 1 7 
Purchased  during  the  year  2172 

Gifts  during  the  year  312 

2484 

Worn  out  432 

Lost  (46)  and  damaged  (6)  52 

Duplicates  sold  44 

Total  withdrawals  5^8 

Total  net  accessions  the  past  year  '956 

Number  of  books  in  Library  May  31,  1905  36573 
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Accessions  According  to  Classification 

No.   Vol.   in  Withdrawn    No.    Vol.   in 

Library  May  Added  dur-  during  the    Library  May 

ji,r904  ing  year  year             31,1905 

General  works                      3?86  274  4060 

Philosophy                              518  28  546 

Religion                                 960  46  i       1005 

Sociology                               3071  212  3283 

Philology                                 172  7  179 

Natural  science                    !375  95  4         1466 

Useful  arts                            1 1 3  7  74  1211 

Fine  arts                                1290  114  I          1403 

Literature                             3821  164  10         3975 

History                                  2794  98  4         2888 

Travel                                  2250  120  4         2366 

Biography                             2874  .  Io1  2         2973 

Fiftion                                 6118  630  162         6586 

Books  for  young  people        4451  521  340        4632 


Total  34617         2484         528        36573 

Circulation  Department 

The  apparent  decrease  in  our  home  circula- 
tion may  be  partially  accounted  for  by  a  difference 
in  our  method  of  counting  statistics,  (our  present 
method  being  more  truly  accurate)  and  in  part  by 
the  decrease  of  readers  in  the  public  reading  room, 
owing  to  our  crowded  quarters.  The  number  of 
readers'  cards  in  force  at  present  is  489  in  excess 
of  last  year,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  impetus 
given  to  the  Children's  work  of  which  we  speak 
later. 

Miss  Bliss  submits  the  following  tables,  as 
well  as  the  tabulated  statements  of  Accessions, 
Renting  Collection  and  Binding,  which  are  ap- 
pended at  end  of  this  report. 

~ 


Report  of  Secretary  and  Librarian 


Circulation  of  Books 

Books  circulated  for  home  use  101,545 

Books  used  in  the  Library  (Estimated)  28,781 

Books  circulated  through  the  schools  2>!74 

Reference  books  used  in  the  schools  (Estimated)  66,965 

Total  use  of  Library  for  year  199,465 

Largest  home  circulation  for  one  day,  March  4th  809 

Smallest  home  circulation  for  one  day,  August  igth  115 

Largest  home  circulation  for  one  month,  March  10,015 

Smallest  home  circulation  for  one  month,  July  7>259 

Registration  of  Readers 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1904  4962 

New  cards  issued  2952 

Cards  expired  during  the  year  24^3 

Net  increase  in  number  of  readers  489 

Number  of  cards  in  force  May  31,  1905  545 1 

Reference  and  Children's  Department 

The  work  of  the  Reference  Department  con- 
tinues to  grow  steadily  and  the  problem  of  hand- 
ling it  in  the  very  limited  space  at  our  disposal  is 
a  perplexing  one. 

Additional  assistance  this  year  has  enabled  us 
to  undertake  more  both  in  the  Reference  and 
Children's  work.  The  work  of  preparing  lists 
for  the  study  clubs  is  begun  early  in  the  summer 
as  soon  as  the  topics  can  be  obtained. 

The  clubs  still  co-operate  with  us  in  printing 
these  lists  in  bulletin  form  in  the  fall.  Books  for  spec- 
ial class  work  are  reserved  as  usual  for  University 
students,  as  well  as  students  of  the  High  School. 

Miss  Hay  reports  an  increased  use  of  the 
department  by  students  of  all  classes,  especially 
of  the  pupils  of  the  Public  Schools. 
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Reference  Lists 

The  following  reading  lists  for  clubs  and  for 
general  readers  have  been  prepared  is  this  depart- 
ment, the  first  three  only  having  been  printed: 

History  of  altruistic  and  socialistic  effort. 

Germany. 

Japan. 

Algiers. 

Gardens  and  gardening. 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 

Life  in  lumber  camps. 

Religious  and  moral  training  in  the  home. 

Renaissance. 

School,  college  and  university  stories. 

Lists  of  novels  on  Socialism  and  Altruism. 

Children's  Work 

The  use  of  our  books  by  the  Public  School 
pupils  is  very  encouraging,  especially  during  our 
present  inability  to  give  very  much  attention  to 
the  work  for  children  in  the  Library.  Thirty- 
four  per  cent  of  the  total  use  of  the  Library  for 
the  year  was  from  the  pupils  of  the  Public  Schools, 
including  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  school  room, 
and  books  drawn  from  the  school  room  libraries 
for  home  reading. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  Library  by  some  of 
the  eighth  grade  pupils,  accompanied  by  their 
teachers  to  acquaint  the  pupils  with  the  reference 
books,  the  card  catalogue  and  the  various  classes 
of  books  in  the  Library.  This  is  an  excellent 
phase  of  the  work  with  the  schools  and  in  larger 
quarters  we  hope  to  encourage  these  visits  from 
all  schools. 
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The  children's  Library  League  was  reorgan- 
ized this  spring  resulting  in  a  membership  of  over 
eighteen  hundred  children  from  the  schools  of 
the  city. 

All  the  schools  in  the  city,  including  the  par- 
ochial schools  were  visited  by  the  Librarian  and 
Miss  Hay  or  Miss  Wright.  The  plans  for  the 
League  were  explained  to  the  teachers,  who  after- 
wards enrolled  the  children  in  the  League. 

Three  very  interesting  lectures  on  "  Birds  " 
were  given  in  May  for  the  members  of  the  League. 
On  May  2nd  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Mr.  R.  W.  Hegner  of  the  University  of  Chicago, 
talked  to  the  pupils  of  the  east  side  schools.  On 
May  4th  at  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Wheelock  of  Evanston  addressed  the  children  of 
the  west  and  south  side  schools,  and  on  May  9th 
Mrs.  Wheelock  repeated  her  lecture  at  Noyes 
Street  School  for  the  pupils  of  Noyes  and  Central 
Street  Schools. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Murphy  and  Foster  Murphy 
furnished  music  at  all  these  entertainments,  and 
the  Schools  and  Church  kindly  furnished  stereopti- 
con  lanterns  for  exhibiting  the  pictures. 

Quite  the  most  promising  phase  of  our  Lib- 
rary work,  is  the  work  for  the  children,  and  the 
impetus  which  has  been  given  this  spring,  to  the 
children's  patronage  of  the  Library,  shows  con- 
clusively that  the  efforts  expended  in  reorganiza- 
tion of  this  League  are  very  well  spent. 

The  League  motto,  "  Clean  hearts,  clean 
hands,  clean  books,"  has  had  immediate  effect, 
both  in  the  Library  and  in  the  schools,  in  the 
better  care  of  books  as  well  as  in  greater 
interest  taken  in  good  books. 
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Children's  Library  League 

Organized  February,  1899 

Objeft — The  promotion  of  the  proper  appre- 
ciation of  books,  their  care,  use,  etc. 

Pledge 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Library 
League,  agree  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  assist  the 
Librarian  in  keeping  the  books  in  good  condition. 

We  promise  to  remember  that  good  books 
contain  the  living  thoughts  of  good  and  great  men 
and  women,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  respect. 

We  will  not  handle  any  Library  book  roughly, 
carelessly,  or  with  dirty  hands ;  will  not  mark  it, 
turn  down  the  leaves,  or  injure  it  in  any  way. 

We  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  interest  other 
boys  and  girls  in  the  right  care  of  books,  and  will 
report  all  that  we  find  in  bad  condition. 

When  in  the  Library  we  will  step  softly  and 
move  quietly,  and  try  not  to  annoy  other  readers 
by  any  unnecessary  noise  or  talking. 

League  Motto — "Clean  hearts,  clean  hands, 
clean  books." 

Catalogue  Department 

Miss  Gertrude  L.  Brown,  cataloguer,  submits 
the  following  report: 

"  The  number  of  books  accessioned,  cata- 
logued and  shelf-listed  during  the  year  was  2484, 
for  which  about  1 2,000  cards  were  filed  in  the  cat- 
alogues. We  have  continued  the  purchasing  of 
children's  books,  selected  from  the  Pittsburg  list 
of  books  for  children,  and  for  these  a  large  num- 
ber of  printed  analytical  cards  have  been  filed. 

[w 
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"  The  Library  of  Congress  printed  catalogue 
cards  are  still  proving  very  satisfactory;  we  have 
used  a  considerable  number  for  books  listed  in  the 
new  edition  of  the  A.  L.  A.  catalogue,  some  for 
new  purchases  and  some  to  replace  our  old  written 
cards. 

"  The  total  number  of  books  handled  in  this 
department  would  have  been  somewhat  larger  had 
we  not  been  obliged  to  store  some  of  our  gifts  be- 
cause of  lack  of  shelf  room  in  our  present  quarters. 
When  our  new  building  is  completed  all  of  our 
books  which  are  now  inaccessible  will  be  cata- 
logued and  placed  on  the  shelves,  and  we  hope 
that  all  books,  regardless  of  size,  can  be  shelved 
in  class  order.  Owing  to  fewer  accessions  and  to 
difficulty  in  securing  prompt  service  from  the 
printer,  only  two  bulletins  of  new  books  were 
printed.  A  bulletin  of  books  on  music  and  mu- 
sicians was  published. 

"At  the  request  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress, 
a  sample  set  of  150  printed  catalogue  cards  was 
prepared  for  the  Library  of  Congress  exhibit  at 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  at  Portland.  This 
set,  arranged  as  it  was,  like  a  dictionary  catalogue, 
shows  how  these  printed  cards  are  used  in  our 
Library.  After  the  Exposition  the  set  will  be 
kept  at  the  Library  of  Congress." 

Library  Meetings 

Through  your  liberality,  the  Librarian,  with 
two  of  the  staff,  Miss  Brown  and  Miss  Hay,  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation at  St.  Louis  October  17-22.  This  meet- 
ing, held  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  and  partak- 
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ing  of  an  international  character,  was  a  particularly 
unique  and  interesting  one,  by  reason  of  the  pres- 
ence of  so  many  foreign  delegates,  whose  reports 
of  their  several  Libraries,  and  interesting  details  of 
their  methods,  gave  to  us  a  wonderful  glimpse  of 
the  Libraries  of  the  other  side  of  the  world,  and 
surely  did  much  to  broaden  our  outlook  and 
deepen  our  interest  in  our  chosen  work. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Library 
Association,  April  19-21,  this  Library  was  repre- 
sented by  your  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  S.  Currey, 
and  your  Librarian.  Mr.  Currey  presided  at  the 
Trustees'  section  of  that  meeting  and  discussed 
the  subject,  "  The  Trustee  as  an  Employer." 

Your  Librarian  presented  a  paper  upon  "Se- 
lection of  Books." 

Gifts 

Beside  many  books  and  magazines  received 
during  the  year,  the  Library  was  the  recipient  of 
a  portrait  of  the  late  L.  H.  Boutell,  for  many 
years  an  honored  member  of  this  Board.  This 
was  the  gift  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Boutell. 

Staff 

The  vacancy  caused  by  resignation  of  Miss 
Hill  last  year  was  filled  in  October,  1904,  by  cre- 
ation of  a  new  position  for  trained  assistant  for  ref- 
erence and  school  work. 

This  position  was  filled  by  Miss  Ida  F. 
Wright,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois 
Library  School,  who  successfully  passed  the  civil 
service  examination. 

When  the  position  of  general  desk  assistant 
was  opened  in  December,  this  was  filled  by  Miss 
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Maude  Chidester,  who  was  the  only  candidate  on 
the  civil  service  eligible  list,  she  having  stood 
second  in  rank  in  the  October  examination  for 
trained  assistant. 

We  have  an  especially  faithful  and  efficient 
staff,  who  deserve  commendation  for  their  con- 
scientious work  at  all  times. 

Our  grateful  thanks  are  due,  as  always,  to 
the  members  of  your  Board  for  cordial  support 
in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  our  position. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Librarian  and  Secretary 
June  ist,  1905. 
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May  31,  1905 
Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  May 

31,  1904  $  7,611.42 

Received  from  taxation  1904-05 
June  28,  '04  County  Collector  $1500.00 

August  3,  '04  County  Colleftor  1500.00 
Oftober  15,  '04  County  Colleftor  1000.00 
November  23^04  County  Colleftor  2024.71 
April  7,  '05  Town  of  Ridgeville  5718.52  11,743.23 

i9>354-65 
Petty  Cash: 

Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian, 

May  31,  1904  $    100.64 

Fines  $572-97 

Duplicate  cards  lo-45 

Bulletins  sold  .20 

Transient  memberships  5-5° 
Books  lost  and  damaged 

and  paid  for  38.64 

Rentals  from  duplicate  books  303.35 

Fines  from  duplicate  books  101.35 
Sales  of  duplicate  books 

and  magazines  1 3 . 3  9 

Sale  of  request  postals  l9-°3 
Received  from  refunded 

postage  and  express  1.25 

Library  League  badges  sold  H-41 
From  Reading  Clubs  for  part 

cost  of  printing  reading 

lists  3-oo 
Sale  of  railroad  ticket  and 

supplies  1.84       1085.38        1186.02 

20,540.67 
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Forward  Receipts  $20,540.67 

Disbursements 

Books: 

For  Main  Library  $1950.46 

For  Rental  Collection  2  10.46  2  1  60.92 

Periodicals  subscribed  for  295.52 

Binding  412.60 

Furniture  and  fixtures  149.76 

Account  Library  Building  150.00       3168.80 

Operating  Expenses: 

Rebinding                               $  482.91 

Salaries—  Librarian  and  Staff     4121.92 

Janitor  Service  360.00 

Heat  and  Light  517.80 

Printing,   Postage  and  Sta- 

tionery 320.65 

Library  Supplies  217.94 

Incidental  Expenses  335-63 
Refitting,     Cleaning  and 

Repairs  115.65 
Refunded  for  lost  Books 

found  1.25 
Rental  from    Booklovers' 

Library  12.50 

Insurance  660.00       7,144.25  10,313.05 

Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1905                              10,227.62 

Balance  Library  Fund  10,087.32 

Balance  Petty  cash  in  hands  Librarian          140.30    10,227.62 

City  Treasurer's  balance  May  3  I,  1905  10,324.73 
which  includes  miscellaneous  bills  for 
May,  1905,  not  paid  until  June  1st.  237.41 

10,087.32 

Respeftfully  submitted 


G.  W.  Paullin      -)  _ 

C.  A.  Rogers        I  Fina"ce 

J.  W.  Thompson  j          Committee 


Tabulated  Statements 


Rental  Collection  of  Duplicates 

Circulated  6067  volumes  at  50  $3°3-3S 

Fines  accruing  from  renting  collection  101.35 

Sale  of  duplicates  no  longer  needed  3.20 

Total  receipts  from  renting  collection  407.90 

Books  purchased  for  this  collection  $210.46 

Books  rented  for  this  collection  12.50          222.96 

Balance  184.94 

Binding  and  Repairing 

Bound  for  the  first  time  457  volumes  at  a  cost  of         $412.60 
Rebound  1015  volumes  at  a  cost  of  482.91 

Total  !472  volumes  at  a  cost  of  895.51 

Books  repaired  in  the  Library  1803 

Books  relabeled  in  the  Library  3000 

Total  repaired  4803 

Periodicals 

The  following  periodicals  were  added  to  our  subscription  list: 

American  Library  Association  Book  List 

By  the  wayside 

Correct  English 

Craftsman 

Delineator 

Garden  Magazine 

Library  index  to  periodicals 

Little  Chronicle 

Manual  training  Magazine 

Pittsburgh  Carnegie  Library  Bulletin 

Popular  mechanics 

Salem  Library  Bulletin 

Periodicals  subscribed  for,  at  a  cost  of  $295.52  106 

Periodicals  donated  1 5 

Total  number  of  periodicals  currently  received      121 


Tabulated  Statements 


Summary  of  Disbursements 
and  Circulation 

From  organization  of  Free  Public  Library  to  date. 


Yn. 

Booki 

Periodi- 

Furniture 
and  Fix- 

Salariet 

Other 

Total 

Total  me 
of 

cals 

tures 

Expenses 

Library 

1874 

$   z6o  oo 

$  '61  35 

$  101  42 

$    15675 

*    399  19 

t  1,078  71 

1  9,000 

1  875 

1,041  08 

8986 

219  10 

25300 

40287 

2,006  91 

16,002 

1876 

',33307 

8670 

69  20 

34825 

393  '7 

4,230  39 

13,195 

1877 

477  75 

5962 

28900 

40948 

1,235  85 

13,315 

1878 

400  oo 

8500 

27600 

64490 

1,4059° 

»4,7«3 

1879 

}ii  60 

87  jo 

12  OO 

27600 

443  15 

1,13025 

16,230 

1880 

25000 

IOOOO 

27600 

39035 

1,016  35 

15,442 

1881 

14491 

100  OO 

So  20 

283  oo 

67686 

1,28497 

17,088 

1882 

44093 

90  oo 

33  oo 

18900 

630  33 

1,283  26 

15,357 

1883 

64702 

9750 

4870 

32000 

757  >8 

1,87040 

'9,74' 

1884 

37687 

81  55 

33600 

91167 

1,706  09 

18,050 

1885 

59889 

15648 

61  10 

33600 

77904 

i,93i  51 

19,083 

1886 

83235 

93  52 

34100 

73249 

»,99936 

40,994 

1887 

68060 

105  25 

436  50 

891  79 

2,114  14 

'9,535 

1888 

768  80 

IO2  DO 

75  oo 

41300 

1,041  21 

2,40061 

40,}6l 

1889 

91045 

10468 

30000 

411  52 

1,101  43 

2,828  08 

'5,9=5 

1890 

833  54 

9750 

17500 

49395 

M3498 

3,03497 

24,803 

1891 

945'4 

10048 

20  oo 

55400 

1,30279 

4,920  41 

28,310 

1891 

1,071  16 

12493 

59800 

i,  in  71 

2,90580 

31,260 

189} 

i,9H57 

12546 

1,09000 

687  10 

1,773  04 

5,60015 

34,*94 

1894 

1,08644 

14075 

3275 

i,  16000 

96400 

4,383  94 

52,862 

1895 

2,581  68 

II903 

31  85 

2,19045 

1,74*  35 

6,666  36 

5»,435 

1896 

2,164  85 

I444S 

36246 

2,4149° 

1,58090 

6.667  62 

63,165 

1897 

1,624  10 

182  70 

130  38 

2,876  46 

3,15*51 

8,96615 

71,110 

1898 

1,657  10 

19025 

24568 

3,122  70 

4,550  77 

7,766  50 

99,910 

1899 

',395  39 

241  06 

9326 

3,33296 

1,553  52 

6,616  19 

120,798 

1900 

1,60063 

19671 

124  oo 

3,51996 

2,44074 

7,881  04 

139,624 

1901 

*rl59  49 

231  85 

14961 

3,611  96 

2,172  52 

8,615  43 

137,309 

1901 

2,881  25 

26090 

22440 

3,783  99 

1,821  17 

8,971  71 

'7'  ,'35 

100} 

2,746  10 

333  79 

loo  89 

3,7*>  99 

4,761  6} 

9,664  40 

174,181 

1904 

2,484  41 

28684 

39149 

4,20697 

2,742  58 

10,113  09 

157,965 

1905 

2,16092 

295  52 

14976 

4v*8  '  9* 

3,  "4  93 

10,313  05 

199,465 

To- 

$40,892 89 

$4£i4  21 

$4,381  87 

145,796  39 

$4*,935  23 

$138,620  59 

',822,455 

tal 

1  Estimated.     No  authentic  record. 
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Tabulated  Statements 


State    of    Illinois! 
County  of  CookJ  " 

Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay  being  duly  sworn 
says,  that  she  is  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of 
Evanston,  in  said  county  and  state,  and  that  the 
foregoing  statements  exhibiting  the  Financial 
transactions,  the  accessions  and  changes  of  books, 
the  duplicate  renting  collection,  binding  and  re- 
pairs, and  periodicals  for  the  year  ending  May 
31,1 905,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  her  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY,  Secretary 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th 
day  of  September,  1905. 

ADDISON  MILLARD 

Notary  Public 


f  SEAL  } 
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Annual  Growth 

of  the  Library 

Volumes 

Volumes 

June, 

1871  —    916 

Oft. 

1872—     918     Net  growth 

2 

June, 

1873-    932 

cc 

14 

May, 

1874  —  1,046 

cc 

114 

cc 

1875—1,654 

cc 

608 

" 

1876  —  2,281 

cc 

627 

cc 

1877—2,516 

cc 

235 

cc 

1878—2,971 

cc 

275 

cc 

l879—  3,JI4 

cc 

323 

cc 

1880—3,318 

cc 

204 

cc 

1881—4,159 

cc 

841 

cc 

1882—4,367 

cc 

208 

cc 

1883—4,757 

cc 

390 

cc 

1884—5,181 

cc 

424 

cc 

1885—5,814 

cc 

633 

" 

1886—6,491 

cc 

677 

cc 

1887—7,013 

cc 

522 

cc 

1888—7,646 

cc 

633 

cc 

1889  —  7,702 

cc 

689 

" 

1890  —  9,004 

cc 

1,302 

cc 

1891  —  9,666 

cc 

662 

cc 

1892  10,056 

cc 

390 

cc 

1893  11,198 

cc 

1,142 

cc 

1894  12,578 

cc 

1,380 

cc 

1  8oc   1  7  968 

cc 

jo  QO 

cc 

1896  15,871 

cc 

J    QO*? 

cc 

1897  18,778 

cc 

2,907 

cc 

1898  20,981 

cc 

2,203 

cc 

1899  22,807 

cc 

1,826 

cc 

1900  24,488 

cc 

1,681 

cc 

1901  27,100 

cc 

2,6  1  2 

cc 

1902  29,614 

cc 

2,514 

cc 

1903   32,529 

cc 

2,915 

cc 

1904  34,617 

cc 

2,088 

cc 

I9°S  36,573 

cc 

1,956 
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Gifts 


Allegheny,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library 

Ailing,  Miss  Emma 

American  Peace  Society,  Boston 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  Free  Public  Library 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Carnegie  Library 

Beebe,  Miss  Katherine 

Belleville,  111.,  Public  Library 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  N.  Y. 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Sarah  K. 

Boltwood,  Prof.  H.  L. 

Bond,  Capt.  W.  R. 

Boone  &  Crockett  Club,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Borromeo,  Sister 

Boston  Book  Co. 

Boston  Public  Library 

Braddock,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library  and 

Carnegie  Club 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Public  Library 
Bromley,  Eng.,  Public  Library 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 
Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 
Burley,  D.  F. 

Burlington,  la.,  Free  Public  Library 
California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 
Calkins,  W.  W. 

Canada,  Supt.  of  Immigration,  Ottawa,  Can. 
Canadian  Archives 
Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Carnegie  Library 
Chautauqua  Institute,  Chautauqua,  N.  Y. 
Chicago  Academy  of  Sciences 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Chicago  Art  Institute 
Chicago  Historical  Society 
Chicago  Law  Institute 
Chicago  Municipal  Library 
Chicago  New  Charter  Convention 


V.     P.     N. 


«7 


2 
I 

I 

»4 

i 
z 

5 

i 

2 


Gifts 


Chicago  Park  Commission  I 

Chicago  Public  Library  7 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary  i 

Chicago  University  10        5 

Chicago  Woman's  Club  I 

Cleveland,  C.  B.  i 

Cleveland,  O.,  Publ'c  Library  i 

Coe,  Dr.  G.  A.  i 

Colorado  School  of  Mines,  Golden,  Col. 
Colorado  University,  Boulder,  Col. 
Columbia  University,  New  York 
Columbus,  O.,  Public  Library  and  Reading  Room 
Columbus,  O.,  Public  School  Library 
Cook  County  Teachers'  Association  5 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  i 

Crane,  R.  T.  2 

Cullom,  Senator  S.  M.  i          i 

Currey,  J.  S.  4 

Cushing,  G.  W.  18 

Davenport,  la.,  Public  Library  i 

Dayton,  O.,  Public  Library  and  Museum  i 

Decatur,  111.,  Free  Public  Library  7 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library  6 

Distrift  of  Columbia  Public  Library,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  2 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Public  Library  2 
Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa.                                      10 
Duluth,  Minn.,  Public  Library  i 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.                          i 
Escanaba,  Mich.,  Carnegie  Public  Library  i 
Evanston,  City                                                            i 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.  I 
Frederiksen,  D.  M.                                                     i 
Freeport,  111.,  Public  Library  i 
Galesburg,  111.,  Free  Public  Library  i 
George,  Dr.  G.  E.                                                     16       4 
Gibson,  Hamilton                                                       44     73 
Glovers ville,  N.  Y.,  Free  Library  i 
Gregg  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago                                  2 
Hammersmark  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago  i 
Harrah,  W.  F. i 


Gifts 

V.         P.         N. 

Harrison,  C.  H.  i 

Harvard  University,   Cambridge,  Mass.  I 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library  7 

Helena,  Mont.,  Public  Library  2 

Higinbotham,  H.  N.  5 

Hintermeister,  Miss  Julia  M.  E.  (Photographs)  9 

Hitt,  I.  R.  Jr.  i 

Hitt,  Rosa  Birch  I 

Holmes,   Bayard  i 

Howell,  Mrs.  C.  D.  B.  31 

Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  Public  Library  5 

Illinois — Insurance  Department  i        5 

Labor  Statistics  Bureau  i         i 

Secretary  of  State  I 

State  Board  of  Health  2 

State  Fish  Commission  i 

Historical  Society  2 

State  Laboratory  of  Natural  History  5 

Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction  i 

University,  Champaign,  111.  i        9 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Public  Library  5 

International  Catholic  Truth  Society  i 

International  Bureau  of  American  Republics  i 

International  Society  of  State  and  Municipal  Build- 
ing Commission,  Washington,  D.  C.  8 
Iowa  Library  Commission,  Des  Moines,  la.  3 
Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  la                           4 
J.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial  Library,  Carlisle,  Pa.            4 
Jewish  Publication  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa.             i 
John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago  2 
Joliet,  111.,  Public  Library                                                    8 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Public  Library                                      4 
Kedzie,  Mrs.  J.  H.                                                  32  763 
Kleene,  Mrs.  Emma  C.                                             39        I 
Komma,  Y.                                                                    i 
Lake  Forest  College,  Lake  Forest,  111.                                 i 
Lake  Mohonk,  N.  Y.,  Conference                                      i 
Lewis  Institute,  Chicago                                                       2 
Leyton,  Eng.,  Public  Library                                               i 
Life  Publishing  Co.,  New  York  (Drawing)  i 
Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  Boston                                      i 


Gifts 

V.        P.        N\. 

Lord,  F.  E.  6     20 

Lord,  W.  S.  7 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library  10 

McClurg,  A.  C.  &  Co.,  Chicago  i 

McCormick  Theological  Seminary,  Chicago  i 

McCulloch,  Mrs.  Catharine  W.  2 

MacMillan  Co.,  New  York  i 

Madison,  Wis.,  Free  Library  3 

Manchester,  N.  H.  City  Library  2 

Manitowoc,  Wis.,  Public  Library  r 

Marion,  Ind.,  Public  Library  I 

Marshalltown,  la.,  Free  Public  Library  2 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass.      2 

Medford,  Mass.,  Public  Library  4 

Melcher,  Mrs.   E.  S.  i 

Menomonie,  Wis.,  Memorial  Free  Library  r 

Merchants  Association,  New  York  i 

Michigan  Central  Railroad  3 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  9 

Michigan  University  Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  i 

Michigan  University  School  of  Music  i 

Milner,  Miss  A.  V.  i 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library  6 

Minneapolis,  City  i 

Missouri  World's  Fair  Commission  i 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass.  i 

Muir,  H.  D.  i 

Mumford,  H.  W.  i 

National  Association  of  State  Librarians  i 

National  Education  Association  i 

National  Sound  Money  League  i 

Newark,  N.  J.  Free  Public  Library  13 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago  i 

New  Voice  Co.,  Chicago  i 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  3        3 

New  York  Public  Library  1 2 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y.  3 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  i 

Nichols,  F.  W.  3 

Nitchie,  Mrs.  J.  H.  10     23      52 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  I 
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Gifts 

V.        P.        N. 

Northwestern  University  3 

Northwestern  University  Academy  2 

Northwestern  University  Settlement,  Chicago  I 

Oak  Park,  111.,  Public  Library  2 

Oakland,  Cal.,  Free  Library  and  Reading  Room  i 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  O.,  I 

Omaha,  Neb. ,  Public  Library  6 

Open  Court  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago  I 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  1 3 

Pasadena,  Cal.,  Public  Library  12 

Pennsylvania  University,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  2 

Peoria,  111.,  Public  Library  10 
Perry,  Mrs.  H.  D.                                                        i 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  City  Institute  i 

Philippine  Civil  Service  Board  i 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Library  n 

Portland  Commercial  Club,  Portland,  Ore.  2 

Porto  Rico  Agriculture  Experiment  Station  i 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  3 

Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J.  i 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Athenaeum  2 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Public  Library  4 

Racine,  Wis.,  Public  Library  i 

Ralston  &  Siddons,  Washington,  D.  C.  2 
Reat,  Miss  Elizabeth                                                                    40 

Religious  Education  Association  i 

Rockford  College,  Rockford,  111.  i 

Rockford,  111.,  Public  Library  2 

Rook  wood  Pottery,  Cincinnatti,  O.  i 
Rose,  Hon.  J.  A.                                                        i 

Rutland,  Vt. ,  Free  Library  i 

Ryerson  Public  Library,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  10 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library  12 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library  II 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Public  Library  I 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library  I 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Public  Library  I 

Santa  Fe  Railroad  I 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library  4 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  Public  Library  I 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn.  1 3 


Gifts 

V.        P.        N. 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass.  I 

Southern  Library  School,  Atlanta,  Ga.  I 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  I 

Stevens,  B.  F.  l 

Stevens  &  Co.,  Chicago  I 

Stone,  G.  F.  2 

Stoner,  D.  B.  I 

Superior,  Wis.,  Public  Library  I 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  I 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  Public  Library  3 

Taylor,  Hon.  E.  S.  39 

Texas  University,  Austin,  Tex.  I 

Thompson,  J.  W.  1 8   586 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library  I 

Union  Press,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  I 

United  Prohibition  Press,  Chicago  I 

United  States  Government  88  481 

Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  I 

Vermont  University  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.  2 

Warder  Public  Library.  Springfield,  O.  I 

Warren  County  Library,  Monmouth,  111.  3 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass.  I 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn.  3 

West  Ham,  Eng.  Public  Libraries  I 
Western  Reserve  Univ.  Library  School,  Cleveland,  O.        I 

Whitman,  William  I 

Williams,  Miss  Fanny  5 

Williams,  Mrs.  F.  W.  57              94 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Free  Library  7 

Windsor,  Can.,  Public  Library  1 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  Madison,  Wis.  4 

Wisconsin  Library  Association  I 

Wisconsin  Public  Instruction  Department  I 

Wisconsin  University,  Madison,  Wis.  I 
Work,  J.  W.                                                                                   3 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn.  3 
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C.Sketch  of  new  building  made 
from    Architects'   drawings 


Board  of  Directors 


TERM  EXPIRES 

Rev.  J.   H.   Boyd,  D.  D.               .               .              .  1906 

Richard  C.   Lake  .              .               .               .  1906 

John  W.  Thompson  ....  1906 

Wirt  E.  Humphrey  ....  190? 

George  T.  Kelly  ....  1907 

George  W.  Paullin  .              .               .               .  1907 

J.  Seymour  Currey  ....  1908 

F.  W.  Nichols    .  .              .              .              .1908 

Charles  A.  Rogers  ....  1908 

Officers 

J.  W.  THOMPSON  President 

J.  S.  CURREY  Vice- President 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY  Secretary 

Standing  Committees, 

Books,  Messrs.  Currey,  Lake  and  Boyd 

Management,  Messrs.  Nichols,  Paullin  and  Humphrey 

Finance,  Messrs.  Rogers,  Thompson  and  Kelly 

Library  Staff" 

Mary  Boyden  Lindsay  .  .  .          Librarian 

•  Gertrude  LeRoy  Brown  .  .  .          Cataloger 

-_  *Bertha  Strong  Bliss       .  .        Sup't  of  Loan  Department 

~,  Flora  Naylor  Hay        .  .  .       Reference  Librarian 

Gertrude  E.  Aiken       .      Assistant  Cataloging  and  Loan  Dep'ts 

Ida  F.  Wright          Assistant  Sup't  Loan  and  Children's  Dep'ts 

Maude  Chidester,     Assistant  Loan  and  Cataloging  Departments 

Charles  S.  Blair  .  .         Page  and  General  Assistant 

Lloyd   L.  Dines  .  .         Page  and  General  Assistant 

Frances  H.  Spining     .  .  .        Substitute  Assistant 

William   E.  Lee  ....  Janitor 

*On  leave  of  absence. 
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President's  Report 


Evanston,  Illinois,  June  28,  1906 
O  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council  of 
the  City  of  Evans f on,  Illinois : 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with, the  annual  report  of  the  Evan- 
ston Free  Public  Library  for  the 
year  ending  May  31,  1906 — the  thirty-third  year 
of  its  existence. 

Almost  a  third  of  a  century  has  elapsed  since 
its  organization  as  the  successor  of  the  Evanston 
Library  Association.  Its  development  has  been 
constant  and  uninterrupted — an  unbroken  line  of 
cumulative  progress. 

A  brief  retrospect  would  seem  to  be  eminently 
proper  in  presenting  this  report  of  the  thirty- 
third  year  of  its  operations.  When  it  was  organ- 
ized in  1873  there  were  transferred  from  the 
Library  Association  932  volumes.  During  the 
year  there  were  added  114  volumes,  making 
1046  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  The  circula- 
tion was  about  9000*  and  the  amount  of  money 
expended  for  all  purposes  was  $1078.71. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  decade,  1883,  the 
Library  contained  4,757  volumes.  The  additions 
during  that  year  amounted  to  390  volumes,  the 
circulation  was  19,741,  and  the  total  disburse- 
ments amounted  to  $1870.40.  Ten  years  later, 
1893,  t^ie  Library  had  grown  to  11,198  volumes, 
and  the  accessions  for  that  year  were  1 142,  with  a 
circulation  of  34,294.  The  cost  of  maintenance 
was  $5600.15. 

Thirty  years  after  its  organization,  1903, 
there  were  32,529  volumes  on  the  shelves,  and 
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the  net  growth  that  year  was  the  largest  in  its 
existence,  being  2915  volumes.  The  circulation 
had  grown  to  174,181,  and  cash  disbursements 
were  $9664.40. 

The  report  herewith  submitted  shows  38,811 
volumes  in  the  Library,  an  average  growth  of 
about  1 1 48  volumes  per  annum  for  thirty  three 
years.  The  number  of  volumes  added  during 
the  last  year  was  2500,  the  circulation  was 
193,684,  and  the  amount  paid  for  maintenance 
was  $10,831.81. 

These  figures  are  merely  mile-stones  of 
progress-development;  and  suggest  constancy, 
devotion,  and  intelligent,  pains-taking  effort  on 
the  part  of  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  its 
management. 

Its  real  achievements  cannot  be  computed  by 
figures,  or  shown  in  tabulated  statements.  It  has 
been  a  fountain  of  knowledge  in  the  midst  of  the 
community  to  which  all  have  been  privileged  to 
come,  alike  free  to  each  and  every  one.  Its 
aggregation  of  wisdom,  science,  truth,  ingenius 
theory  and  deep  conviction  have  ever  been  open, 
not  only  to  the  eyes,  but  to  the  hearts  and  homes 
of  the  entire  population.  Its  work,  like  the 
overflowing  Nile,  carries  sweet  waters  to  invigor- 
ate many  waste  places,  clothing  the  dry  dust  ot 
common  life  with  flowers,  fruits,  and  grain,  spring- 
ing from  invisible  seeds  of  thought  cast  by  unseen 
hands  into  the  wide  and  ever  varying  fields  of  our 
community  life. 

The  number  of  regularly  enrolled  patrons  is 
the  la.-gest  in  its  history  ;  the  home  circulation 
shows  a  gain  each  month  throughout  the  year  ; 
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and  the  number  of  persons  consulting  the  refer- 
ence department  is  constantly  increasing,  notwith- 
standing the  inadequate  accommodations.  This 
speaks  well  for  the  efficiency  of  the  administrative 
corps. 

The  details  of  the  year's  work  will  be  found 
in  the  Librarian's  report  and  statement  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  both  of  which  have  been 
approved  and  are  made  a  part  of  the  Directors' 
report. 

The  dominating  events  of  the  year  have  been 
the  completion  and  adoption  of  the  plans  for  the 
new  Library  building,  and  the  inauguration  of  the 
work  of  construction,  which  is  now  fairly  started. 
The  structure  will  be  under  roof  before  the  cold 
weather  sets  in. 

The  outlook  never  was  more  auspicious. 
The  occupancy  of  the  new  building,  which  will 
only  be  a  question  of  time,  with  ample  provision 
for  the  proper  arrangement  and  display  of  books, 
large,  separate  rooms — light,  airy  and  attractive, 
for  the  use  of  children,  miscellaneous  readers, 
reference  and  quiet  study,  children's  story  hour, 
lectures,  consultation,  historical  museum,  catalog- 
ing department,  work  rooms,  etc.,  will  greatly 
enhance  its  effectiveness,  widen  the  field  of  its 
usefulness,  and  make  it  in  the  truest  sense,  an 
educational  center,  an  available  help  to  knowledge 
for  the  entire  community. 

Respectfully  submitted 
JOHN  W.  THOMPSON 

Presideut  Board  of  Direfiors 

NOTE: — By  aftion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  regular 
monthly  meeting,  June  28,  the  name  of  the  Library  was  changed 
to  Evanston  Public  Library. 
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\OARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  Evans  ton 
Free  Public  Library,  Gentlemen: — 
Herewith  is  submitted  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  and  Librarian  for  the 
year  ending  May  31,  1906,  being 
the  thirty-third  year  of  existence  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  of  Evanston,  Illinois. 

Secretary's  Report 

There  have  been  twelve  regular  meetings  and 
five  special  meetings  of  the  Board,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  between  five  and  six  members. 

The  unexpired  terms  of  Messrs.  C.  G.  Neely 
and  W.  S.  Lord,  resigned,  were  filled  by  the 
appointment  in  June  1905  of  Messrs.  Wirt  E. 
Humphrey  and  George  T.  Kelly,  who  took  their 
places  on  the  Board  June  29,  1905. 

The  most  important  transactions  of  the  year 
have  been  those  relating  to  the  new  Library  buil- 
ding, now  in  course  of  erection  on  the  north  east 
corner  of  Orrington  Avenue  and  Church  Street. 

On  October  2oth  the  Building  Committee 
submitted  a  report  giving  estimate  from  the 
architect  as  to  cost  of  building.  Upon  the  same 
date,  formal  resolutions  were  passed,  determining 
to  build  according  to  plans  as  submitted  by  the 
architects,  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Phillips. 

The  President  was  at  the  same  time  author- 
ized to  enter  into  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
building. 

Bids  for  excavating  were  opened  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Board  November  9th  and  contract 
was  awarded.  The  work  of  excavation  was 
begun  the  same  week. 
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The  first  contracts  for  erection  of  the  building 
were  awarded  at  your  regular  meeting  March  29th. 

The  Library 

The  Library  now  contains  38,811   volumes, 
our  accessions  during  the  year  being  as  follows: 
by  purchase  2315  volumes,  by  gift  108  volumes 
and  by  transfer  from  the  Renting  Collection,  77 
volumes,  a  total  of  2500  accessions. 

We  have  a  somewhat  smaller  number  of  with- 
drawals to  report,  only  232  volumes  having  been 
condemned  as  worn  out,  as  against  432  last  year, 
and  the  number  lost  or  damaged  being  22  as 
compared  with  52  last  year. 

Probably  a  much  larger  number  of  children's 
books  will  need  to  be  replaced  next  year  as  these 
books  are  as  a  whole  very  much  worn  and  soiled. 

Our  binding  is  looked  after  carefully  and  books 
are  either  repaired  or  rebound  promptly  as  needed. 

Owing  to  our  lack  of  shelf  room,  however, 
many  of  the  less  needed  books  which  are  in  need 
of  binding,  have  been  withheld  temporarily  until 
we  have  better  facilities  for  shelving  them. 

In  September  1905  your  Board  authorized 
the  Book  Committee  and  Librarian  to  replace 
during  the  year  such  sets  of  standard  authors  as 
were  in  poor  condition.  Sets  or  partial  sets  of 
the  following  authors  were  purchased  and  these 
have  improved  very  materially  the  condition  of 
the  Fiction  Department  and  have  encouraged  a 
revival  of  the  reading  of  these  standard  authors: 
Thackeray,  Muhlbach,  Stevenson  and  Trollope. 
A  set  of  the  Booklovers'  Edition  of  Shakespeare's 
works  was  also  purchased. 
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An  inventory  of  the  Library  was  taken  in 
1905,  showing  237  volumes  to  be  missing.  This 
is  the  first  inventory  taken  since  1901,  and  in 
view  of  this  fad:  the  number  may  not  be  consid- 
ered alarming.  Many  of  these  may  yet  be  found. 
Of  the  120  volumes  reported  missing  in  1901,37 
volumes  have  since  been  found. 

Accessions 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  May  31     1905      36573 
Purchased  during  the  year  2  3  i  5 

Gifti  during  the  year  108 

From  Rental  Collection  77 

2500 

Worn  out  239 

Lost  (17)  and  damaged(5)  22 

Duplicates  sold  I 

Total  withdrawals  262 

Total  net  accessions  the  past  year  2238 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  May  31,1 906  38811 

Accessions  according  to  Classification 

No.    Vol.    in  Withdrawn    No.   Vol.   in 

Library   May  Added  dur-  during  the    Library   May 

ji,  1905          ing  year  year  }i,  1906 

General  works  4060  135  4^5 

Philosophy  546  34  580 

Religion  1005  39  IO44 

Sociology  3283  177  346° 

Philology  179  6  185 

Natural  Science  1466  62  1528 

Useful  arts  I2II  64  2            1273 

Fine  arts  1403  114  I            1516 

Literature  3975  253  4           4224 

History  2888  128  2           3014 

Travel  2366  101  I            2466 

Biography  2973  119  3092 

Fiftion  6586  611  66           7131 

Books  for  young  people      4632  657  186  5103 

Total  36573  2500  262         38811 
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Circulation  Department 

The  Library  was  open  304  days  for  the  circu- 
lation of  books. 

In  spite  of  serious  disadvantages  in  our  crowded 
quarters,  the  Library  has  continued  to  grow  as 
measured  by  the  actual  use  made  of  its  books. 

The  total  home  circulation  for  the  year  was 
113,715  volumes,  this  being  a  gain  over  last  year 
of  12,170  volumes. 

The  largest  circulation  in  any  one  month  was  in 
February  when  there  were  11,165  volumes  drawn 
for  home  use.  Every  month  of  the  year  shows 
a  gain  in  books  circulated,  and  in  all  but  two  of 
the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  the  increase  has 
been  from  1300  to  2500  volumes  per  month. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  this  increase 
in  circulation  consists  largely  of  Fiction  and  when 
we  compare  the  number  of  novels  circulated 
(62,900)  with  the  number  of  non-fiction  books 
issued  to  adults  (23,761),  we  are  at  first  inclined 
to  question  whether  the  Library  is  really  serving 
its  highest  purpose  in  the  dissemination  of  Liter- 
ature. Of  course  part  of  this  is  standard  Fiction 
but  a  large  proportion  is  of  ephemeral  nature. 
However  we  must  remember  that  life  grows  more 
and  more  complex,  the  demands  not  only  of  the 
industrial,  but  of  the  social  and  philanthropic 
world  making  the  day's  duties  fuller  and  hence 
the  time  for  serious  reading  less. 

We  try  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  books 
selected  for  this  department,  though  in  the  effort 
to  satisfy  the  demand  and  keep  "  up  to  date  ",  we 
are  not  always  able  to  discriminate. 
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We  wish  as  far  as  possible  to  give  our  readers 
what  they  want.  We  desire  that  the  Library  may 
be  a  popular  place  for  all  classes  of  readers,  and 
after  all  is  not  the  furnishing  of  recreation  an  im- 
portant function  of  the  Public  Library? 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  scope  of  the 
reading  of  the  children  who  patronize  the  Library, 
as  shown  by  the  table  of  circulation  under  Chil- 
dren's Department. 

Circulation  of  Books 

Books  circulated  for  home  use  1  13,715 

Books  used  in  the  Library  (estimated)  3°>237 

Books  circulated  through  the  schools  2,662 

Reference  books  used  in  the  schools  (estimated)  47,070 

Total  use  of  Library  for  year  193,684 

Largest  home  circulation  for  one  day,  November  25  819 

Smallest  home  circulation  for  one  day,  September  I  202 

Largest  home  circulation  for  one  month,  February  1  1,165 

Smallest  home  circulation  for  one  month,  June  7*762 

Registration  of  Readers 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1905  545  1 

New  cards  issued  2681 

Cards  expired  during  the  year 


Net  increase  in  number  of  readers  2  1  1 

Number  of  cards  in  force  May  31,  1906  5662 

Reference  Department 

The  Reference  Department  was  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  the  following  works  :  — 

Baldwin's  Dictionary  of  philosophy  and  psy- 
chology. 4V. 

Garnett  and  Gosse  —  Illustrated  history  of 
English  literature.  4V. 
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Historians'  history  of  the  world.     2$v. 

McCarthy — Irish  literature.     lov. 

Miss  Flora  N.  Hay,  Reference  Librarian,  has 
prepared  the  following  reference  lists,  the  first 
three  of  which  were  printed  in  bulletin  form,  the 
Bryant  Circle,  Pierian  Club  and  the  Fortnightly 
Club  cooperating  as  usual  in  their  publication. 
Reference  Lists  1905-1906 

Studies  in  the  literature  and  history  of  Ireland. 
(Printed) 

The  Renaissance.  (Printed) 

Chicago.  (Printed) 

Gardens  and  gardening.  (Printed  in  Bulletin 
No.  59) 

Wagner's  Operas.  (Annotated  list) 

Taj  Mahal. 

Customs  of  European  countries. 

Social  service. 

Dramas  of  Maurice  Maeterlinck. 

Reading  list  on  the  nine  operas  given  by  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  Co.,  April,  1906. 

Books  were  reserved  as  requested  for  classes 
in  the  University,  Academy  and  High  School; 
for  the  Mission  Study  classes;  and  for  pupils  in 
their  preparation  for  the  various  holidays. 

Our  picture  collection  was  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  several  hundred  pictures  which  were 
mounted  and  cataloged. 

One  thousand  pictures  were  circulated  from 
this  collection  during  the  year.  These  pictures 
which  include  copies  of  famous  paintings  and 
other  works  of  art,  portraits  of  famous  people 
and  pictures  of  places  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
are  especially  appreciated  by  teachers  and  pupils 
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of  the  public  schools,  but  are  also  used  by  other 
readers. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Mary  Pollard 
the  pupils  of  the  High  School  were  brought  into 
closer  relation  with  the  Library  during  the  school 
year. 

Miss  Pollard  brought  her  classes  in  English 
and  instructed  them  in  the  use  of  the  card  catalog 
and  Poole's  Index,  and  each  pupil  was  given 
practice  work  in  the  use  of  these  reference  aids. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  keep  an  exact  record  of 
books  used  for  reference,  as  patrons  are  allowed 
the  utmost  freedom  of  research,  therefore  the 
reported  use  of  the  Library  in  this  department  is 
somewhat  a  matter  of  estimate. 

The  increase  of  some  2000  volumes  over  last 
year  is  indicative  of  the  growing  usefulness  of  this 
department. 

The  reference  lists  above  mentioned  suggest 
only  partially  the  variety  and  scope  of  the  subjects 
investigated  for  readers. 

Children* s  Department 

The  number  of  children's  books  drawn  from 
the  Library  was  27054  or  23.7  per  cent  of  the 
total  home  circulation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  general  character 
of  books  drawn  from  the  Children's  Department. 

Aside  from  these  there  should  be  mentioned 
the  books  drawn  by  children  from  the  main  library, 
many  of  the  older  children  making  frequent  use 
of  the  more  popular  scientific  books,  those  on 
birds,  electricity,  as  well  as  on  hunting,  fishing, 
camping,  etc. 
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Circulation  of  Children  s  books 

Mythology,  fairy  tales,  folklore  etc.  3 3 98 

Natural  sciences  and  useful  arts  '785 

Fine  arts  and  literature  2367 

History  and  travel  2  2  5  7 

Biography  665 

Stories  16582 

Total  27°54 

The  use  made  of  the  Library  through  the 
schools  shows  a  steady  increase,  the  number  of 
volumes  drawn  from  the  schoolroom  libraries  for 
home  reading  being  2662,  a  gain  of  488  volumes 
over  last  year. 

A  still  larger  work  for  children  both  in  the 
Library  and  through  the  schools,  will  be  possible 
in  our  new  building,  with  our  large  and  well 
equipped  children's  room,  and  with  better  facilities 
for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  teachers,  upon 
whose  cooperation,  depends  a  large  measure  of 
the  success  of  that  department  of  the  work. 

Circulation  of  Books  through  the  Schools 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  schools  for  home  use  429 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  schools  for  reference  use  364 

Total  number  of  volumes  sent  to  the  schools  793 

2662 
47070 
49732 

Reading  Room 

The  Reading  Room  has  been  open  every  day 
in  the  year  except  Christmas,  Independence  Day 
and  Sundays  during  July  and  August.  No  record 
of  actual  attendance  is  kept,  but  it  is  patronized 
to  the  limit  of  its  capacity  during  most  of  the  year. 
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Our  bulletin  boards  are  kept  supplied  with 
pi<5tures  relating  to  current  events,  brief  lists  of 
books  on  various  topics,  announcements  of  new 
books,  etc.  In  the  spring  a  collection  of  pictures 
of  birds  and  other  nature  pictures  was  shown. 
These  gave  place  to  a  set  of  views  of  Yellowstone 
Park.  At  Christmas  time  we  display  prints  from 
the  famous  paintings  of  the  Madonna  and  Christ. 

Catalog  Department 

Miss  Gertrude  L.  Brown  submits  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  work  of  this  department. 

In  the  Catalog  Department  little  else  has 
been  attempted  the  past  year  than  the  routine 
work  on  new  accessions.  The  crowded  condition 
of  our  present  quarters  has  made  it  unwise  to  try 
to  do  more.  Sets  of  analytical  cards  for  import- 
ant works  are  ready  for  the  catalogs,  but  we 
have  been  obliged  to  store  the  books,  and  conse- 
quently, we  have  stored  the  cards  until  our  new 
building  is  completed  when  we  expect  to  enlarge 
the  work  of  this  department  to  a  great  extent. 

The  number  of  volumes  cataloged  and  shelf 
listed  during  the  year  is  2500  for  which  11,140 
cards  were  filed  in  the  catalogs.  Five  bulletins 
of  new  books  were  published.  It  has  been  our 
purpose  to  add  a  new  feature  to  our  bulletins  in 
the  way  of  Special  Reading  Lists  upon  timely 
subjects.  Bulletin  No.  59  contains  a  list  of  books 
on  Gardens  and  gardening. 

Library  Meetings 

In  July  your  Librarian  went  as  your  delegate 
to  the  American  Library  Association  at  Portland, 
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Oregon.  This  trip  was  an  unusually  pleasant 
and  profitable  one.  In  addition  to  the  advantages 
always  gained  by  attendance  upon  the  Association 
meetings,  the  delightful  six  days'  trip  across  the 
country  in  special  train  with  the  library  party,  gave 
opportunity  for  acquaintance  and  mutual  helpful- 
ness among  the  members  of  the  Association  which 
is  not  often  possible.  We  wish  to  express  our 
grateful  appreciation  of  your  generosity  in  making 
this  trip  possible. 

The  Library  was  also  represented  in  accordance 
with  your  generous  permission  at  the  Wisconsin 
Library  Association  at  Madison  in  February,  and 
at  the  Illinois  Library  Association  at  Springfield 
in  May.  Miss  Ida  F.  Wright  attended  the 
former  and  Miss  Maude  Chidester  the  latter 
meeting,  each  returning  with  new  enthusiasm  and 
with  many  suggestions  of  help  and  benefit  to  our 
work. 

Staff 

In  April  Miss  Bertha  S.  Bliss  was  granted 
leave  of  absence  to  September  first  and  Miss 
Frances  H.  Spining  was  appointed  for  regular 
substitute  work,  having  been  certified  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  after  examination. 

In  September  Miss  Wright  was  given  charge 
of  School  and  Children's  work,  and  during  Miss 
Bliss's  absence  has  had  charge  of  the  Loan 
Department. 

Your  Librarian  would  express  most  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  your  generosity  in  granting 
her  three  and  one  half  month's  leave  of  absence 
in  addition  to  a  month's  vacation. 
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The  smoothness  with  which  the  work  of  the 
Library  was  accomplished  under  Miss  Brown's 
management,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  rest  of 
the  staff,  attests  more  than  ever  to  the  faithfulness 
and  general  efficiency  of  our  assistants. 

Thanking  you  for  the  attention  you  are  always 
ready  to  give  the  details  of  the  administration  of 
the  Library  and  for  your  expressed  appreciation 
of  services  rendered  by  Librarian  and  staff. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY 

July  l,l  906  Librarian  and  Secretary 
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Annual  Financial  Statement 

MAY  31    1906 
Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  May 

31,  1905  110,087.32 

Received  from  taxation  1905-06 

June  27,  1905  County  Collector  $  1,500.00 
September  9,  '05  County  Collector  1,000.00 
November  28,  '05  County  Collector  1,759.78 
March  29,  '06  Town  Collector  4,983.54  9,243.32 

$19,330.64 
Petty  Cash  : 
Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian 

May  31,  1905  $ 1 40. 30 

Fines  $644.67 

Duplicate  cards  11.50 

Bulletins  sold  .10 

Transient  memberships  1 3 . 50 

Books  lost  and  damaged 

and  paid  for  29.48 

Rentals  from  duplicate  books  312.65 
Rentals  from  Booklovers*  books  46.30 
Fines  from  duplicate  books  101.95 

Fines  from  Booklovers*  books  l%'59 

Sale  of  duplicate  books 

and  magazines  '7-9° 

Sale  of  request  postals  17*48 

Received  from  refunded 

postage  and  express  .39 

Library  League  badges  sold  l.oi 

Refunded  on  water  bottles  1.80 

From   Reading  Clubs  for  part 

cost  of  printing  reading 

lists  11.50 

Catalogs  sold  14.10 

Postals  redeemed  2.24 

Miscellaneous  .71     1245.87     1,386.17 

$20,716.81 
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Annual  Financial  Statement 


Forward  Receipts  20716.81 

Disbursements 

Books : 

For  Main  Library  $2208. 21 

For  Rental  Collection  284.72  2492.93 

Periodicals  299.28 

Binding  283.76 

Furniture  and  fixtures  216.59 

Transferred  from  Petty 
Cash  fund  to  Build- 
ing fund  400.00      3692.56 

Operating  expenses  : 

Rebinding  447.40 

Salaries — Librarian  and  Staff  4656.62 

Janitor  service  360.00 

Heat  and  light  621.14 

Printing,  Postage  and  Sta- 
tionery 389.45 

Library  supplies  166.23 

Incidental  expenses  363.92 

Refitting,  Cleaning  and 

Repairs  121.81 

Refunded  for  lost  Books 

found  .68 

Booklovers'  Library — 

Rent  for  books  12.00       7139.25      10831.81 

Balance  on  hand  May  31.  1906  9885.00 

Balance  Library  Fund  9825.11 

Balance  Petty  Cash  in  hands  Librarian        59.89        9885.00 

City  Treasurer' s  balance  May  31,1 906  I  o,  1 2 1 . 74 
which  includes  miscellaneous  bills  for 
May,  1906,  not  paid  until  June  1st.  296.63 

9825.1 i 

Respeftfully  submitted 
C.  A.  ROGERS     ") 

J.W.  THOMPSON  V  Finance  Committee 
G.  T.  KELLY      ) 
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Tabulated  Statements 


Building  Fund 
Receipts 

Received  from  sale  of  houses  on  Library  site  : 

June  30,  1905  $200.00 

August  31,  1905  450.00 

September  30,  1905  135.00 

Oftober  31,  1905  450.00 

Transferred  from  Petty  Cash  Fund  April  13,  1906         400.00 

Received  from  Andrew  Carnegie  5900.00 

7S35-00 
Disbursements  7244.90 

Balance  May  31,  1906  $290.10 

Bills  of  $3.48  and  $  1 1 .60  for  advertising  for  sale  of  houses 

paid  from  City  Treasury  without  being  sent  to  the  Library. 

Voucher  disbursements  for  Building  Fund  $7229.82 

Renting  Collection  of  Duplicates 

Volumes  in  the  Collection  May  31,  1 90 5  93 

Volumes  purchased  during  the  year  319 

412 

Volumes  transferred  to  Main  Library: 

Accessioned  77 

Entered  temporarily          206          283 

Volumes  in  this  Collection  May  31,  1906  129 

In  addition  to  volumes  purchased  there  were   57  volumes 

rented  from  Booklovers'  Library  and  sub-rented  to  our  readers. 

Rentals  from  circulation  at  5  cents  per  book  per  week  $358.95 

Fines  at  2  cents  per  day  for  overdue  books  120.54 

Sale  of  duplicates  no  longer  needed  17.75 

$497.24 

Books  purchased  for  this  Collection  $284.72 

Books  rented  from  Booklovers'  Library          12.00  296.72 

Balance  for  year  $200.52 


'Tabulated  Statements 


Binding  and  Re-pairing 

Bound  for  the  first  time  304  volumes  at  a  cost  of          $283.76 
Rebound  1001  volumes  at  a  cost  of  447.40 

Total  1305  volumes  at  a  cost  of  731.16 

Books  repaired  in  the  Library  19°7 

Books  relabeled  in  the  Library  951 

Total  repaired  2858 

Periodicals 

The  following  periodicals  were  added  to  our  list : 

Boys  and  Girls 

Children's  Magazine 

Perry  Magazine 

Cook  County  School  News 

Union  Signal  (gift  from  W.C.T.U.) 

Churchman  (gift  from  Mrs.  Maria  Howard) 
Periodicals  subscribed  for  at  a  cost  of  $299.28  107 

Periodicals  donated  20 

Total  number  of  periodicals  received  i  27 

Our  subscription  list  includes  duplicate  copies  of  eleven  periodical! 
which  are  used  for  circulation. 
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Tabulated  Statements 


Summary  of  Disbursements 
and   Circulation 

From  organization  of  Free  Public  Library  to  date. 


Yean 

Books 

Periodi- 
cals 

Furniture 
and 
Fixtures 

Salaries 

Other 
Expenses 

Total 

Total  use 
of 
Library 

1874 

$    160.00 

$i6i.)5 

$    101.41 

$     156.75 

*    399-'9 

$    1,078.71 

H       9,000 

1875 

i  ,041.08 

89.86 

119.10 

15).  oo 

401.87 

1,006.91 

16,001 

1876 

',333-07 

86.70 

69.10 

348.45 

393-17 

1,1)0.39 

'3,'95 

1877 

477-75 

59.61 

189.00 

409.48 

1,135-85 

I3,3IJ 

1878 

400.00 

85.00 

176.00 

644.90 

1,405.90 

'4,7'  3 

1879 

jn.6o 

87.50 

11.00 

176.00 

443-15 

,1)0.15 

16,130 

1880 

150.00 

100.00 

176.00 

390-35 

,016.)$ 

'5,*4* 

1881 

144.91 

IOO.OO 

80.10 

18).  00 

676.86 

,184.97 

17,088 

1881 

140.9} 

90.00 

)).00 

189.00 

630.33 

,i8).i6 

15,357 

188) 

647.01 

97.50 

48.70 

310.00 

757.18 

,870.40 

'9,74' 

1884 

576.87 

81.55 

336.oo 

911.67 

,706.09 

18,050 

1885 

$98.89 

156.48 

61.10 

))6.oo 

779.04 

i,93».5i 

19,08) 

1886  ' 

8)i.)5 

93-5* 

341-0° 

73M9 

i,999-36 

10,991 

1887  ' 

680.60 

105.15 

436.50 

891.79 

1,114.14 

'9,535 

1888 

768.80 

101.60 

75.00 

41).  oo 

1,041.11 

1,400.61 

10,361 

1889 

910.45 

104.68 

)00.00 

411.51 

,ioi.43 

1,818.08 

15,905 

1890 

8)3-54 

97.50 

175.00 

493-95 

,434-98 

),  0)4.97 

14,80) 

1891 

94S.I4 

100.48 

10.00 

551.00 

,301.79 

1,910.41 

i8,)io 

1891 

1,071.16 

114-9? 

598.00 

,111.71 

1,905.80 

)i,i6o 

189} 

',9*4-57 

115.46 

1,090.00 

687.10 

,773-01 

5,600.15 

34,194 

1894 

1,086.44 

140.75 

31.75 

i,  160.00 

964.00 

4,383.94 

51,861 

1895. 

1,581.68 

119.0) 

31.85 

1,190.45 

,74*.  3  5 

6,666.36 

51,435 

1896 

1,164.85 

144-45 

)6t.4& 

1,414.96 

,580.90 

6,667.61 

63,165 

1897 

1,614.10 

181.70 

i)o.)8 

1,876.46 

3,'5*-Si 

8,966.15 

71,110 

1898 

1,657.10 

190.15 

145.68 

3.111.70 

1,550.77 

7,766.50 

99,910 

1899 

',395-39 

141.06 

9).  16 

3,331-96 

1,553-5* 

6,616.19 

110,798 

1900 

1,600.6) 

196.71 

114.00 

3,519-96 

*,440.74 

7,881.04 

139,6*4 

1901 

*,4  59-49 

1)1.85 

149.61 

],  611.96 

1,171.5* 

8,615.43 

M7,309 

1901 

1,881.15 

160.90 

114.40 

3,783.99 

18,11.17 

8,971.71 

'7','3S 

1903 

1,746.10 

333-79 

100.89 

3,7*'  -99 

1,761.6) 

9,664.40 

174,181 

1904 

1,484.*! 

186.84 

391-49 

4,106.97 

*,74*-58 

10,113.09 

>57,965 

1905 

1,160.91 

195.51 

149.76 

4,481.91 

3,**4-93 

10,313.05 

'99,465 

1906 

*,49*-93 

199.18 

116.59 

5,016.61 

1,806.  )9 

10,831.81 

19)  ,684 

Total 

$43,385.81 

4.9'  3-49 

$  4,598.46 

$5o,8i).oi 

$45,74'  -6* 

$  149451.40 

1,016,1)9 

Estimated.     No  authentic  record. 
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Tabulated  Statements 


State    of    Illinois  I 
County  of  Cook  | 

Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay  being  duly  sworn  says, 
that  she  is  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Evanston, 
in  said  county  and  state,  and  that  the  foregoing 
statements  exhibiting  the  Financial  transactions, 
the  accession  and  withdrawal  of  books,  the 
duplicate  renting  collection,  binding  and  repairs, 
and  periodicals  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1906 
are  correct  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and 
belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY 

Secretary 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th 
day  of  September,  1906. 

ADDISON  MILLARD 

Notary  Public 


j  SEAL  \ 


Annual  Growth  of  the  Library 

VOLUMES  NET  GROWTH 
VOLUMES 

June,  1871  916 

Oft.  1872  918  2 

June,  1873  932  14 

May,  1874  1,046  114 

May,  1875  !»654  608 

May,  1876  2,281  627 

May,  1877  2,516  235 

May,  1878  2,971  275 

May,  1879  3,114  323 

Mav,  1880  3*3*8  204 

May,  1881  4»!59  841 

May,  1882  4*367  208 

May,  1883  4,757  390 

May,  1884  5,181  424 

May,  1885  5,814  633 

May,  1886  6,491  677 

May,  1887  7>oi3  522 

May,  1888  7,646  633 

May,  1889  7»702  689 

May,  1890  9*004  1,302 

May,  1891  9,666  662 

May,  1892  10,056  390 

May,  1893  11,198  1,142 

May,  1894  !2,578  1,380 

May,  1895  13.968  1,39° 

May,  1896  15,871  l>9°3 

May,  1897  18,778  2,907 

May,  1898  20,981  2,203 

May,  1899  22,807  1,826 

May,  1900  24,488  1, 68 1 

May,  1901  27,100  2,612 

May,  1902  29,614  2>5I4 

May,  1903  32*529  2»9'5 

May,  1904  34,617  2,088 

May,  1905  36,573  !>956 

May,  1906  38,811  2,500 


Gifts 


V.       P.     N. 

Allegheny,  Pa,.  Carnegie  Free  Library  I 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass.  I 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  Free  Public  Library  I 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  I 
Association  of  Officials  of  Bureaus  of  Labor  Statistics 

of  America,  Topeka,  Kan.  i 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  2 
Atkinson,  G.W.  P.                                                                     4 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Carnegie  Library  8 

Barber,  B.  R.  I 

Bates,  G.  W.  i 

Belleville,  111.,  Public  Library  I 

Benz,  August  I 

Bigelow,  Hon.  John  I          3 

Bitely,  Miss  Isabel  2 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  N.  Y.  I 

Boltwood,  Mrs.  H.  L.  6 

Bolt  wood,  Prof.  H.  L.  3 
Boston  Book  Company                                                                   4 

Boston  Public  Library  14 
Braddock,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library 

and  Carnegie  Club  I 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Public  Library  2 

Brammer,  Mrs.  F.  H.  6 

Brandt,  E.  S.  I          I 

Bromley,  Eng.,  Public  Library  I 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  12 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. ,  I 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  2 

Burlington,  la.,  Free  Public  Library  I 

Burrows  Bros.,  Cleveland,  O.,  I 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal.  2 

Canadian  Archives  I 
Carter,  Miss  S.  F.                                                                        17 
Catholic  Inter-parish  Debating  Society, 

Fall  River,  Mass.  I 

Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  Free  Public  Library  2 

Chapman  and  Hall,  London  Eng.  I 
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Gifts 

V.        P. 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Carnegie  Library  I 

Chicago  Academy  of  Sciences  2 

Chicago  Art  Institute  22 

Chicago  City  Clerk  I 

Chicago  Board  of  Education  I 

Chicago  Health  Department  2 

Chicago  Historical  Society  3 

Chicago  Municipal  Library  2 

Chicago  Park  Commission  I          3 

Chicago  Postmaster  I 

Chicago  Public  Library  10 

Chicago  Sanitary  District  4 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary  4 

Chicago  University  2 

Chicago  Woman's  Club  I 

Coe,  Prof.  G.  A.  I 

Colorado  Springs,  Col.,  Free  Public  Library  I 

Colorado  University,  Boulder,  Col.  I 

Columbus,  O.,  Public  School  Library  2 

Craigin,  Miss  Laura  40 

Currey,  J.  S.  32 

Davenport,  la.,  Public  Library  2 

Dayton,  O.,  Public  Library  2 

Decatur,  111.,  Free  Public  Library  3 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library  6 
Distrift  of  Columbia  Public  Library, 

Washington,  D.  C,  6 
Doubleday  Page  &  Co. — I  pifture 

Dover,  N.  H.  Public  Library  4 

Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.  2 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  6 
Duluth,  Minn.,  Public  Library 
East  St.  Louis,  111.,  Free  Public  Library 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Erie,  Pa.,  Public  Library 
Escanaba,  Mich.,  Carnegie  Public  Library 
Evanston  Academy  of  Northwestern  University 

Evanston,  City  3 

Evanston  Hospital  Association  I 

Evanston  Index  Company  I 
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Gifts 


V         P.        N. 

Evanston  Press  Company  I 

Evanston  Woman's  Club  I 

First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist  Sunday  School        2 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.  3 

Galesburg,  111.,  Public  Library  4 

Gano,  Mrs.  Heloise 
Ginn  and  Co. 

Gloversville,  N.Y.,  Free  Library 
Goshen,  Ind.,  Public  Library 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library  I 

Grant,  Prof.  U.  S.  2 

Gray,  Prof.  J.  H. 
Grover,  F.  R. 

Gwynne,  Mrs.  E.  E.  i 

Hamilton,  Can.,  Public  Library 
Hartray,  W.  C. 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass.  2 

Hatcher,  Mrs.  I.  G.  54 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library  7 

Heath,  D.  C.  and  Co.  I 

Helena,  Mont.,  Public  Library  2 

Hemenway,  Dr.  H.  B.  I 

Heywood,  W.  L.  and  Abbie  B.  3 

Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library  i 

Home  Gardening  Association,  Cleveland,  O.  2 

Howard,  Mrs.  M.  L.  30 

Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  Public  Library  4 

Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  Free  Libraries  I 

Illinois  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs  I 

Illinois  Labor  Statistics  Bureau  I  3 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Health  I 

Illinois  State  Entomologist  I 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society  3 

Illinois  State  Penitentiary  I 

Illinois  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  I 

Illinois  University,  Champaign,  111.  1 1 

Illinois  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  I 

Indiana  Public  Library  Commission, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  I 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Public  Library  10 
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Gifts 

V.        P. 

International  Bibliographical  Institute, 

Switzerland  I 

International  Bureau  of  American  Republics  I 

Iowa  Library  Commission,  Des  Moines,  la.,  2 
J.  Herman  Hosier  Memorial  Library, 

Carlisle,  Pa.  4 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago  6 

John  Worthy  School,  Chicago  I 

Johnson,  Rev.  C.  J.  I 

Joliet,  111.,  Public  Library  10 

Kable  Brothers  Company  I 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Public  Library  4 

Kellogg  Public  Library,  Green  Bay,  Wis.  I 

Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  la.  4 

Lake,  Mrs.  R.  C.  3 

Lake  Mohonk,  N.  Y.,  Conference  z 

Lee,  I.  L.  9 

Lcland  Stanford,  Jr.  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal.  I 

Lewis  Institute,  Chicago  5 

Levere,  W.  C.  I 

Lewis  and  Clark  exposition  I 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  City  Library  I 

Lincoln  Library,  Springfield,  111.  2 

Lord,  P.  A.  10 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library  16 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Free  Public  Library  I 

Low,  E.  N.  I  • 

Lowell,  J.  P.  I 

Luther  League  of  America  I 

Manchester,  N.  H.  City  Library  3 

Manitowoc,  Wis.,  Public  Library  I 

Marietta,  O.,  Public  Library  I 

Marshalltown,  la.,  Free  Public  Library  I 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 

Boston,  Mass.  I 

Medford,  Mass.,  Public  Library  4 

Menomonie,  Wis.,  Memorial  Free  Library  I 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York  I 

Merchants'  Association,  New  York  2 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York  I 
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Gifts 

V.        P. 

Michigan  Central  Railroad  I 

Michigan  Library  Commission,  Lansing  Mich.  i 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  9 

Michigan  State  Librarian  4 

Miller,  Kelly  I 

Milne,  R.  F.  i 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library  6 

Minneapolis  Minn.,  Public  Library  I 
Minnesota  State  Library  Commission 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  I 

Mount  Holyoke,  College,  South  Hadley  Mass.  i 

Mumford,  A.  W.  and  Co.  Chicago  I 

Nashville,  Term.,  Carnegie  Library  2 

National  Child  Labor  Commission,  New  York  5 
National  Good  Government  League, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  I 
National  Good  Roads  Association                              I 
National  Indian  Association                                         I 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library  45 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago  l 

Newcomb,  H.  T.  2 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Free  Public  Library  i 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  I 

New  York  Public  Library  12 

New  York  State  Library  7 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  i 

North  Carolina  Library  Association  I 
North  Dakota  State  Geological  Survey 

Bismarck,  N.  D.  2 
Northwestern  University                                             I        I 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Public  Library  7 

Osaka,  Japan,  Library  I 
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President's  Report 


'0   the   Mayor   and   Common   Council  of  the  City 
of  Evanston,  Illinois: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with the  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Evanston  Public  Library  for  the  year  ending 
May  31,  1907.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  and 
Librarian  accompanying  this  gives  the  details  of  library  adminis- 
tration and  shows  the  steady  progress  made  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  library's  activities.  This  interesting  report  is  com- 
mended to  the  perusal  of  all  friends  of  the  library.  The  Finance 
Committee 's  statement  is  submitted  showing  the  details  of  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

The  new  building  now  in  course  of  construction  is  expected  to 
be  ready  for  occupancy  some  time  during  the  fall.  A  brief  review 
of  the  events  leading  up  to  the  completion  of  this  building  may 
here  be  given. 

Early  in  1903  the  subject  of  a  new  building  for  the  use  of  the 
public  library  being  under  consideration  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
the  powers  of  the  municipality  to  issue  bonds  in  aid  of  such  a  pro- 
ject were  carefully  examined.  The  state  law  relating  to  public 
libraries,  as  it  stood  at  the  time,  gave  authority  to  the  city  to  issue 
bonds  for  the  erection  of  a  public  library  building,  but  the  law 
made  no  mention  of  a  site  on  which  the  building  should  be  placed, 
thus  leaving  the  city  without  power  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purchase 
of  the  land.  If  bonds  were  to  be  issued  by  the  city  for  the  purchase 
of  land  for  the  site  of  a  proposed  public  library  building  it  would 
be  necessary  to  state  in  the  bonds  the  purpose  for  which  the  money 
was  to  be  applied,  otherwise  the  bonds  would  not  be  legal. 

As  it  was  now  plainly  to  be  seen  that  the  city  must  bear  a  large 
share  in  the  construction  of  a  new  building,  if  such  a  building  were 
to  be  erected,  the  board  took  the  matter  up  with  the  common 
council.  Mr.  John  T.  Barker  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the 
council  and  was  chairman  of  the  public  library  committee,  then 
a  special  committee  of  that  body.  Mr.  Barker  prepared  an  amend- 
ment to  the  law  and  it  was  sent  to  the  legislature  then  in  session, 
and  during  the  month  of  March  made  several  visits  to  Springfield 
in  the  interests  of  the  measure.  It  became  a  law  May  13,  1903, 
soon  after  Mr.  Barker  had  been  elected  mayor  of  the  city.  The 
effect  of  the  amendment  was  to  grant  authority  to  cities  to  issue 
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bonds  for  the  purchase  of  sites  as  well  as  erect  buildings  for  public 
library  purposes. 

In  the  succeeding  fall  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  in  response  to  a 
letter  from  the  president  of  this  board,  stated  that  he  would  pro- 
vide $40,000  towards  the  erection  of  a  public  library  building. 
This  amount  was  afterward  increased  to  $50,000.  The  conditions 
were  that  a  site  should  be  provided  and  maintenance  guaranteed. 
These  conditions  were  the  usual  ones  named  in  Mr.  Carnegie's 
gifts  to  libraries,  and  were  well  known  and  anticipated  by  the  board; 
and  it  was  with  a  view  to  such  a  condition  being  named  either 
by  Mr.  Carnegie,  or  by  any  other  donor  who  might  wish  to  con- 
tribute to  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  that  the  board  and  com- 
mon council  had  prepared  in  advance  to  place  themselves  in  a 
position  to  comply  with  such  a  condition.  And  it  was  especially 
due  to  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  Mr.  Barker  that  the  amend- 
ment was  prepared  and  enacted  into  law,  which  thus  cleared  the 
way  for  a  compliance  with  such  a  condition. 

The  offer  of  Mr.  Carnegie  now  being  in  hand,  and  the  powers 
of  the  city  to  purchase  a  site  being  clear,  negotiations  were  begun 
and  completed  in  the  early  summer  of  1904,  for  the  land  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Orrington  Avenue  and  Church  Street — 198 
feet  on  the  former  and  210  feet  on  the  latter.  The  consideration 
agreed  upon,  including  the  land  and  leasehold  interests,  was 
$31,600.  An  issue  of  bonds  for  this  amount  was  authorized  by 
the  common  council,  the  proceeds  of  which  became  available  July 
I,  1904,  and  the  land  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  City  of 
Evanston.  In  the  carrying  through  of  this  transaction,  which 
involved  many  complications,  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mayor 
Barker,  Mr.  Edwin  L.  Harpham,  the  corporation  counsel  and 
Mr.  Frank  W.  Gerould,  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of 
the  city  council,  is  especially  deserving  of  acknowledgment. 
The  liberal  spirit  in  which  the  Northwestern  University,  the  owner 
of  the  property,  dealt  with  the  board  should  be  noted  here  as  con- 
tributing largely  to  the  success  of  the  negotiations. 

Soon  after  acquiring  the  site  the  board  of  directors  employed 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Phillips,  of  the  firm  of  Rogers  &f  Phillips,  as  the 
architect  of  the  proposed  new  building.  Several  plans  were 
prepared  and  considered,  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  summer  of 
1905  that  the  board  came  to  an  agreement  as  to  the  size  and  prob- 
able cost  of  the  new  building,  and  adopted  the  plans  substantially 
as  they  are  at  present.  The  basis  of  cost  decided  on  was  for  a 
building  requiring  about  $110,000  for  its  erection,  the  difference 
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between  which  and  the  amount  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  City  of  Evanston  and  the  gifts  of  individuals.  A  very 
careful  canvass  of  the  situation  seemed  to  justify  the  board  in  this 
determination.  Subsequently,  a  careful  study  of  the  plans  showed 
that  the  estimates  were  made  on  the  cost  of  construction  pre- 
vailing in  the  immediate  past,  and  would  not  hold  good  in  view  of 
the  general  advance  in  all  kinds  of  building  material  and  the 
skilled  labor  required.  It  was  found,  too,  that  the  estimates  had 
contemplated  timber  construction,  while  in  the  case  of  a  public 
building  it  was  thought  best  that  it  be  constructed  of  fireproof 
materials  throughout.  Steel  beams  and  steel  roof  trusses,  with 
cement  floors,  tile  partitions,  tile  roof  and  wire  lathing  were  then 
included  in  the  estimates,  which  carried  the  figures  several  thou- 
sands of  dollars  higher  than  those  at  first  contemplated,  the  esti- 
mates finally  settling  at  a  figure  around  $130,000. 

In  the  early  part  of  1906  the  common  council  authorized  the 
issue  of  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $25,000,  and  on  the  basis  of  this 
issue,  together  with  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift,  contracts  were  entered 
into  by  the  library  board  for  such  portions  of  the  work  as  would 
provide  for  the  walls,  roof,  floors,  partitions,  heating  and  drainage, 
leaving  a  large  part  of  the  finishing  work  for  future  provision. 
During  the  fall  the  building  was  completely  enclosed,  and,  the 
heating  plant  having  been  installed,  the  workmen  were  able  to 
proceed  uninterruptedly  during  the  winter  months. 

Early  in  the  present  year  a  careful  study  of  the  further  require- 
ments in  the  construction  and  finishing  of  the  building  was  made 
by  the  library  board.  A  large  part  of  the  interior  work  still  re- 
mained unprovided  for,  such  as  book  stacks,  wall  shelving,  furni- 
ture, mantels,  light  fixtures,  decorations,  grading,  paving  and 
sidewalks.  The  condition  of  affairs  was  laid  before  a  committee 
of  the  common  council  and  an  estimate  made  of  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  building.  Thus  far  we  had  had  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  of  $50,000,  and  an  issue  of  city  bonds  of 
$25,000;  and  with  the  prospect  of  needing  $130,000  to  complete 
the  building,  apparently  it  was  necessary  to  provide  $55,000  in 
addition  to  the  funds  already  in  hand.  But  as  the  board  had  con- 
trol of  some  other  funds  (to  be  mentioned  below),  it  was  decided 
that  $40,000  would  answer  the  purpose.  Accordingly  the  council 
authorized  an  issue  of  bonds  for  this  amount,  the  proceeds  of 
which  became  available  on  the  1st  of  April. 

The  building  will  cost,  according  to  estimates  above  shown, 
about  $130,000.  Of  this  Mr.  Carnegie  has  contributed  $50,000 
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and  the  City  of  Evanston  $65,000.  Several  liberal  citizens  have 
also  contributed  towards  the  construction  of  the  building  $12,000, 
and  this,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  buildings  when  the  site 
was  cleared,  and  some  other  funds,  provides  for  the  cost  of  the 
building. 

Besides  the  contributions  made  by  citizens  for  construction  of 
building,  the  library  has  been  made  the  recipient  of  gifts  for  specific 
purposes.  Professor  George  A.  Coe  and  Professor  James  Taft 
Hatfield  have  each  made  such  gifts,  more  fully  mentioned  in  a 
later  part  of  this  report.  The  gifts  made  towards  the  construction 
of  the  building  are  those  of  James  A.  Patten,  William  Listen  Brown, 
Milton  H.  Wilson  and  William  Deering. 

A  general  statement  may  be  made  as  follows: 
The  site  at  northeast  corner  Orrington  Avenue 

and  Church  Street $  31,600 

The  building,  estimated  to  cost 130,000 

Total        $161,600 

This  has  been  provided  for  from  the  following  sources: 

City  of  Evanston,  for  the  site $31,600 

City  of  Evanston,  for  the  building     ....         65,000 
Andrew  Carnegie,  for  the  building    ....         50,000 

Gifts  of  citizens 12,000 

Library  fund 3,ooo 

Total        $161,600 

The  final  audit  will  show,  of  course,  figures  somewhat  different 
from  those  here  given,  as  only  a  general  statement  is  possible  at 
this  time.  It  should  be  added  that  while  all  necessary  construction 
and  furnishing  is  provided  for  by  the  library  board,  there  are  some 
items  of  artistic  finish  that  still  remain,  such  as  the  scuplture  of 
groups  in  relief  on  the  stone  work  of  the  pediments,  which  have 
been  left  in  the  rough  by  the  builders,  and  the  outside  ornamental 
lamps  at  the  entrance;  also  some  additions  to  the  furnishings  that 
are  very  desirable,  and  other  requirements  that  cannot  now  be 
foreseen.  It  is  hoped  that  the  board  may  be  enabled  to  provide 
for  these  before  the  building  is  occupied. 

The  success  of  the  efforts  made  to  erect  a  new  public  library 
building  has  been  due,  first,  to  the  common  council  of  the  City  of 
Evanston  for  its  liberality  in  providing  a  site  and  a  large  contribu- 
tion towards  the  building;  second,  to  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Carnegie 
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in  making  so  liberal  a  contribution;  and,  third,  to  the  liberal 
citizens  of  Evanston  who  have  made  generous  gifts,  either  towards 
the  building  or  for  specific  purposes.  At  all  stages  of  the  enterprise 
the  mayor,  Mr.  John  T.  Barker,  and  the  members  of  the  common 
council  have  shown  a  hearty  interest  in  the  success  of  the  project; 
and  without  the  cordial  support  of  the  mayor  and  council  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  building  could  have  been  constructed  on  the  lines 
which  now  place  it  in  the  front  rank  of  buildings  of  its  class.  The 
amount  of  work  which  fell  to  the  share  of  the  library  board  in 
connection  with  this  enterprise  has  been  very  great,  and  the  constant 
watchfulness  and  careful  attention  given  by  each  member  at  every 
stage  of  the  work  is  worthy  of  special  acknowledgment. 

The  well-known  liberality  of  Mr.  Carnegie  proved  of  signal 
benefit  to  this  library  in  making  his  gift  of  $50,000  towards  its 
construction.  The  conditions  of  this  gift  were  very  simple,  namely, 
that  the  city  of  Evanston  should  provide  a  site  for  the  building  and 
that  the  library  should  be  guaranteed  suitable  maintenance. 
Many  have  supposed  that  Mr.  Carnegie  also  required  that  the 
library  should  be  called  by  his  name,  but  this  is  not  so.  He  never 
made  any  mention  of  such  a  condition,  for  while  many  libraries 
throughout  the  country  have,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  gener- 
osity, named  their  libraries  in  his  honor,  it  is  an  entirely  voluntary 
action  on  their  part.  Our  library  is  called  simply  the  Evanston 
Public  Library.  Without  Mr.  Carnegie's  splendid  gift  at  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  for  a  new  building,  it  would  probably 
have  been  impossible  to  provide  anything  like  as  handsome  and 
complete  a  structure  as  the  people  of  Evanston  will  have  when  the 
new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy.  Mr.  Carnegie  is 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Evanston  for  his  contri- 
bution. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Professor  George  A.  Coe,  a  department 
of  music  has  been  established  in  the  library.  Prof.  Coe  has  given 
to  the  library  the  large  and  valuable  collection  of  music  and  musical 
literature  gathered  by  Mrs.  Coe  during  her  lifetime,  together  with 
such  additions  as  are  found  necessary  to  make  the  collection  broad 
and  complete,  these  latter  to  be  made  by  himself.  A  room  in  the 
mezzanine  story  of  the  new  building  has  been  assigned  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  collection,  and  will  be  known  as  the  "Sadie 
Knowland  Coe  Music  Collection."  Professor  Coe  has  under- 
taken the  decoration  and  furnishing  of  this  room,  including  a 
piano  for  the  use  of  those  who  consult  the  music,  which  with  the 
collection  may  be  valued  at  $3,000.  In  addition  Professor  Coe 
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has  deposited  with  the  library  board  an  endowment  fund  of  $3,000 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  department,  making  a  total  gift  of  $6,000. 
This  is  an  unusual  feature  in  public  libraries  and  is  rendered 
possible  by  this  generous  gift  of  Professor  Coe's  in  memory  of  his 
wife,  Sadie  Knowland  Coe.  It  gives  a  special  distinction  to  our 
library  and  will  he  highly  valued  and  appreciated  by  the  people 
of  this  city. 

The  Hatfield  mantel  in  the  children's  reading  room  of  the 
new  library  building  is  the  gift  of  Professor  James  Taft  Hatfield 
in  memory  of  his  wife,  Maude  Wilson  Hatfield.  This  beautiful 
mantel  is  composed  of  Grueby  tiles  made  especially  for  this  mantel, 
and  cost  the  donor  $425.  The  addition  made  by  this  mantel  to 
the  artistic  finish  of  the  children 's  reading  room  will  gratify  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  children,  and  entitles  the  generous 
donor  to  the  thanks  of  the  people. 

A  statue  of  Psyche  has  been  given  to  the  library  by  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Burnett,  and  is  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  building  to  be  placed 
in  the  reading  or  reference  room.  The  statue  is  of  white  marble 
and  was  made  in  Italy.  It  stands,  with  its  pedestal,  about  six 
feet  in  height. 

A  gift  of  $50  in  cash  was  made  by  Professor  and  Mrs.  John  H. 
Wigmore  for  a  purpose  to  be  determined  by  the  librarian,  Miss 
Mary  B.  Lindsay.  No  decision  in  the  matter  has  yet  been  made. 

These  kind  remembrances  by  generous  friends  of  the  library 
are  deeply  appreciated. 

Since  its  establishment  the  library  had  been  usually  known  as 
the  Evanston  Free  Public  Library,  though  sometimes  usage  varied 
and  the  name  appears  in  some  places  in  the  records  as  the  Free 
Public  Library  of  Evanston.  At  a  time  when  libraries  free  to  the 
public  were  not  so  numerous  or  well  known  as  they  afterwards 
became,  it  seemed  necessary  to  keep  before  the  public  the  fact  that 
the  library  was  free  to  all.  But  as  this  is  now  thoroughly  well 
known  it  was  thought  wise  to  omit  the  word  "free,"  and  the  name 
"Evanston  Public  Library"  was  adopted  by  action  of  the  board 
June  28,  1906.  The  name  in  this  form  is  cut  in  Roman  capitals 
on  the  cornice  of  the  new  building. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  briefly  what  are  the  sources  of  the  income 
of  the  library.  Under  the  state  law  every  community  is  empowered 
to  levy  a  tax  for  library  purposes  not  exceeding  two  mills  on  the 
dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation.  When  the  library  was  established 
in  1873  the  Village  of  Evanston  (as  it  was  then)  voted  to  levy  this 
tax,  which  has  been  collected  every  year  since  that  date  and 
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applied  to  the  support  of  the  library.  Last  year,  as  the  finance 
committee's  report  shows,  the  income  of  the  library  from  this 
tax  was  $l 0,266. 38.  There  is  also  a  small  income  accruing  from 
fines  and  rental  collection  which  produced  last  year  £1,201.83. 

The  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the  library,  such  as  are  derived 
from  taxation,  is  the  city  treasurer.  Therefore  all  disbursements 
made  by  the  library  board  are  made  by  warrants  on  the  city 
treasurer,  these  warrants  being  audited  by  the  finance  committee 
of  the  common  council  and  approved  by  that  body  before  payment 
is  made. 

While  the  building  fund  was  provided  for  in  a  manner  different 
from  that  of  the  current  maintenance  fund  the  custody  of  the 
building  fund  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  1906,  Mr.  John  W.  Thomp- 
son, who  had  been  president  of  the  board  for  eleven  years,  made 
known  his  wish  to  retire  from  further  service  as  president.  Mr. 
Thompson's  business  engagements  were  such  that  he  was  obliged 
to  be  absent  much  of  the  time,  and  for  this  reason  he  could  not  give 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  Appropriate  resolutions  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Thompson's  long  and  valuable  services  were  passed 
by  the  board.  The  period  covered  by  Mr.  Thompson's  adminis- 
tration showed  remarkable  progress  in  the  affairs  of  the  library. 
In  the  eleven  years  embraced  in  this  period  the  library  had  grown 
from  a  collection  of  14,000  volumes  to  one  of  38,000.  Many 
improvements  had  been  made  and  the  enlarged  work  of  the  library 
was  noticeable  in  the  greatly  increased  circulation  as  well  as  by  its 
accessions.  It  was  during  this  period  that  plans  for  a  new  building 
were  proposed  and  important  work  done,  such  as  obtaining  the 
site,  the  securing  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  subscription,  the  adoption  of 
the  design,  and  the  completion  of  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  building. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  the  fourth  president  of  the  library  board 
since  the  establishment  of  the  public  library  in  1873.  The  periods 
covered  by  the  terms  of  each  of  the  presidents  have  been  as  follows: 
John  H.  Kedzie,  from  June  21,,  1873,  3  years  and  10  months; 
Louis  H.  Boutell,  from  April,  1877,  5  years  and  I  month;  Nelson 
C.  Gridley,  from  May,  1882,  13  years  and  2  months;  and  John 
W.  Thompson,  from  July,  1895,  to  September  27,  1906,  n  years 
and  2  months.  On  the  latter  date  the  undersigned  was  elected 
president;  Mr.  Richard  C.  Lake,  vice-president;  and  Miss  Mary 
B.  Lindsay,  secretary.  Notwithstanding  Mr.  Thompson's  retire- 
ment from  the  presidency  for  reasons  mentioned  above,  he  con- 
tinues as  a  member  of  the  board. 
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The  work  of  the  library  staff  requires  especial  notice  in  this 
report.  Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay,  our  librarian,  has  been  at  the 
head  of  the  staff  since  June  I,  1894,  and  has  built  up  and  main- 
tained a  high  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  work  of  the  library.  She 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  board  and  the  patrons  of 
the  library. 

Other  members  of  the  staff  are:  Miss  Gertrude  L.  Brown,  who 
has  been  with  the  library  since  1895;  Miss  Bertha  S.  Bliss,  since 
1896;  Miss  Flora  N.  Hay,  since  1902;  Miss  Gertrude  E<  Aiken, 
since  1903;  and  Miss  Ida  F.  Wright  and  Miss  Maude  Chidester, 
since  1904.  Every  one  of  these  here  mentioned  has  been  earnest 
and  enthusiastic  in  her  work,  and  each  one  is  entitled  to  special 
commendation.  Mr.  William  E.  Lee,  our  janitor,  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  library  since  1897,  and  is  a  useful  and  intelligent 
member  of  the  force.  There  are  also  two  pages  in  the  employ  of 
the  library  in  addition  to  the  regular  members  of  the  staff.  These 
are  usually  students  who  give  only  a  part  of  their  time  to  the 
library  and  are  thus  enabled  to  pursue  their  courses  in  the  school 
or  university.  As  compared  with  the  lady  assistants  on  the  staff 
their  terms  of  service  are  short,  but  they  are  required  like  all  the 
employes  of  the  library  to  pass  a  regular  civil  service  examination 
before  they  enter  the  service. 

The  civil  service  board  of  this  city  passes  upon  the  qualifica- 
tions and  fitness  of  all  city  employes,  including  those  of  this  library. 
This  is  required  by  state  law,  the  provisions  of  which  were  adopted 
by  this  city  by  a  vote  of  the  people  soon  after  its  enactment. 

Of  those  directors  whose  terms  expired  in  1906,  the  mayor 
reappointed  Messrs.  John  W.  Thompson  and  Richard  C.  Lake. 
Dr.  John  H.  Boyd,  whose  term  expired  at  the  same  time,  declined 
reappointment,  much  to  the  regret  of  his  colleagues  on  the  board. 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Wallingford  was  appointed  for  the  usual  term  of 
three  years. 

J.  SEYMOUR  CURREY, 
June  I,  1907.  President. 
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Report  of  Secretary  and  Librarian 


|  OARD  OF  DIRECTORS, EvanstonPublicLibrary: 
Gentlemen: — Herewith  is  submitted  report  of  your 
librarian  and  secretary,  showing  the  condition  and 
work  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library  for  year  end- 
ing May  31,  1907,  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  its 
existence.  Our  records  show  a  year  of  unusual 
activity  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
library.  The  work  involved  in  the  construction  of  our  new 
building  necessitated  eight  special  and  two  adjourned  meetings 
in  addition  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board.  The  regular 
meetings  had  an  average  attendance  of  six  members,  the  special 
and  adjourned  meetings  an  average  of  five  members.  It  seems 
only  right  to  record  the  fact  that  your  President  attended  every 
one  of  the  twenty-two  meetings  as  well  as  upon  two  occasions  when 
special  meetings  were  called  but  not  held  for  lack  of  a  quorum. 

Our  minutes  for  the  year  consist  largely  of  the  record  of  action 
relative  to  the  new  building,  which  is  covered  very  fully  by  your 
president's  report. 

NEW  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

On  November  14  the  board  adopted  revised  by-laws  and 
rules.  The  most  important  change  affecting  our  readers  was  the 
simplifying  of  the  matter  of  membership  by  granting  cards  to 
householders  without  requiring  a  guarantor.  Our  non-resident 
fee  was  reduced  from  50  cents  to  25  cents  per  month,  or  $2.50  per 
year  as  before. 

ACCESSIONS 

Many  of  the  usual  activities  of  the  library  have  yielded  to  the 
needs  attendant  upon  the  new  building.  No  regular  book  lists 
have  been  submitted  for  purchase  since  the  April  meeting,  new 
books  in  very  general  demand  and  necessary  replacements  having 
been  bought  upon  emergency  requisitions  as  signed  by  the  book 
committee.  Some  purchases  have  been  made  as  usual  from 
second-hand  book  catalogues  or  "remainder"  lists.  The  fol- 
lowing purchases  will  show  the  importance  of  taking  advantage  of 
such  sales: 
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LIST         SALE 
PRICE      PRICE 


Duff — Anthology  of  Victorian  poetry  .  .  $3.00  $1.25 
Klein — Thirty  years  of  musical  life  .  .  .  2.40  i.oo 
Scott — King  in  Exile  (Charles  II)  .  .  .  3.50  1.50 

In  many  cases,  however,  the  value  of  the  book  to  the  reader  at 
time  of  publication  justifies  the  higher  price  for  its  early  purchase. 

We  hope  we  may  soon  be  in  a  position  to  resume  our  usual  book 
purchases  in  order  that  in  all  of  our  departments  we  may  meet  the 
demand  which  will  surely  follow  upon  our  occupation  of  the  new 
building. 

More  attention  is  now  promised  by  publishers  to  the  making  of 
good  strong  bindings  for  libraries,  and  we  have  purchased  during 
the  year  some  of  the  special  library  editions  issued  by  Charles 
Scribner's  Sons.  We  have  also  been  replacing  many  of  our  worn- 
out  copies  by  books  bought  of  Cedric  Chivers,  of  Brooklyn.  These 
books  are  bound  by  Mr.  Chivers  from  the  publishers'  sheets, 
making  an  especially  strong,  durable  binding  which  usually  out- 
lasts the  book,  thus  saving  the  cost  of  rebinding. 

Some  useful  acquisitions  to  the  reference  department  were 
Lippincott's  Gazeteer,  new  edition,  and  the  A.  L.  A.  Portrait 
Index.  The  latter,  published  by  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, was  compiled  by  co-operation  of  many  librarians  and  contains 
references  to  more  than  120,000  portraits  to  be  found  in  6216 
volumes  of  books  and  periodicals,  forming  a  very  useful  reference 
tool. 

LOAN  DEPARTMENT  AND  CHILDREN'S  WORK 

In  the  tables  which  are  appended  we  have  conformed  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  the  forms  recommended  by  the  American  Library 
Association  Committee  on  Administration,  which  is  endeavoring 
to  obtain  from  libraries  a  certain  uniformity  in  reports,  to  aid  in 
study  and  comparison  of  methods. 

Some  decrease  will  be  noticed  in  the  statistics  of  home  circula- 
tion, largely  explained  by  the  closing  of  the  circulation  department 
during  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  last  winter.  The  same 
cause  accounts  in  a  measure  for  an  apparent  decrease  in  registra- 
tion of  readers,  though  this  may  also  be  accounted  for  in  another 
way.  Two  years  ago  there  was  an  unusually  large  number  of 
new  readers  following  upon  the  reorganization  of  our  library 
league.  Those  cards  expiring  this  year,  without  a  correspondingly 
large  new  registration,  causes  the  apparent  decrease  in  total 
number. 
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Many  of  the  new  readers  of  two  years  ago  were  children  of  the 
public  schools  drawn  to  the  library  through  the  Children's  Library 
league.  The  better  facilities  offered  by  our  new  building  will 
enable  us  to  keep  alive  the  interest  in  our  children's  league  and 
thus  hold  as  permanent  readers  a  large  proportion  of  the  children 
thus  enrolled. 

Deposits  of  books  in  the  schools  of  the  outlying  districts  would 
do  much  toward  increasing  the  general  usefulness  of  the  library. 
The  children 's  books  which  have  been  circulated  through  the 
schools  for  many  years  are  still  largely  used  and  much  appreciated 
by  the  teachers  as  aids  in  school  work.  Requests  are  coming  from 
some  of  these  schools  for  adult  books  to  be  loaned  to  the  families 
of  the  immediate  neighborhood,  the  teachers  offering  their  co-oper- 
ation in  such  a  plan. 

Aside  from  the  supervision  of  the  school  circulation,  very  little 
can  be  done  in  special  work  for  children  until  we  occupy  our  beau- 
tiful new  children's  room. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  usual  work  was  undertaken  in  this  department,  our  records 
showing  an  increase  in  number  of  books  used,  in  spite  of  very 
limited  facilities  for  reference  workers. 

Reference  lists  upon  the  following  subjects  were  compiled  by 
Miss  Hay: — 

The  Renaissance.     (Printed  for  the  Pierian  Club). 

Bulletin  for  the  Fortnightly  Club  on  various  subjects.   (Printed.) 

Jews  in  Russia. 

Troubadours  and  Proven9al  Literature. 

Gypsies. 

Minnesingers  and  Meistersingers. 

Recent  discoveries  in  Pompeii. 

School  gardens. 

Reading  list  on  eight  operas  given  by  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
Company,  April,  1907. 

This  department  has  charge  of  our  mounted  pictures,  of  which 
there  were  980  circulated  during  the  year. 

CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

Besides  the  work  incident  to  cataloging  2246  volumes  of  acces- 
sions this  department  superintended  the  binding  and  rebinding, 
of  which  a  greater  amount  than  usual  was  necessary  in  getting  our 
books  ready  to  occupy  our  new  shelves. 
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Our  quarterly  bulletin  of  new  accessions  is  compiled  by  Miss 
Brown. 

THE  STAFF 

The  only  changes  in  our  staff"  were  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
our  pages,  Charles  S.  Blair  and  Lloyd  Dines,  whose  places  were 
temporarily  filled  by  John  P.  Gilbreth  and  Maurice  C.  Leigh,  there 
being  no  successful  candidates  in  the  civil  service  examination 
held  June  18,  1906. 

Our  staff  is  to  be  commended  for  faithful,  efficient  service,  often 
under  trying  circumstances  incident  to  our  crowded  quarters. 

At  the  request  of  the  Illinois  State  Library  School,  we  received  a 
member  of  their  senior  class  as  an  apprentice  for  one  month  last 
winter.  Another  member  of  the  class  did  one  month's  apprentice 
work  with  us  last  summer.  The  arrangement  was^htutually  satis- 
factory and  only  confirms  us  in  our  estimation  of  the  value  of 
specially  trained  assistants. 

LIBRARY  MEETINGS 

Our  hearty  thanks  are  again  due  to  you  for  granting  attendance 
upon  the  state  and  national  meetings. 

Miss  Gertrude  Aiken,  together  with  the  librarian,  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Library  Association  at  Bloomington 
in  February  and  your  librarian  went  as  your  delegate  to  the  con- 
ference of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Ashville,  North 
Carolina,  in  May.  This  trip  also  afforded  opportunity  for  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  visits  to  libraries  in  Washington,  Baltimore 
and  New  York. 

THE  NEW  BUILDING 

Some  details  of  our  building  may  be  of  interest  at  this  time. 
Plans  are  already  under  way  for  our  moving,  which  is  hoped  may 
occur  in  the  fall.  Careful  estimates  are  being  made  of  space 
needed  for  each  of  the  several  classes  of  books,  and  the  shelving 
of  each  department  will  be  fully  arranged  before  the  actual  moving 
takes  place. 

The  delivery  hall,  which  opens  directly  from  the  vestibule,  is 
finished  and  furnished  in  mahogany,  as  are  all  the  principal  rooms 
on  the  main  floor.  Opposite  the  entrance  and  between  the 
delivery  hall  and  the  book-stack  room,  is  the  loan  desk,  which  will 
be  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences  for  the  necessary 
records  of  circulation.  The  card  catalog  cases  and  a  case  for  the 
display  of  new  books  will  be  placed  on  either  side  of  this  desk. 
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Bulletin  boards  will  provide  for  announcement  of  new  books  and 
display  of  special  lists. 

Our  book-stacks,  now  being  made  by  the  Snead  &f  Company  Iron 
Works,  will  consist  of  an  iron  framework  built  upon  the  concrete 
foundation  in  the  basement  and  extending  to  four  stories  in  height, 
the  floors  between  being  made  of  ground  glass.  These  book- 
stacks,  having  a  total  capacity  of  over  100,000  volumes,  will  not 
be  fully  equipped  with  shelves  until  future  growth  demands  it. 
The  main  stack  floor  will  accommodate  the  greater  portion  of  our 
circulating  books,  the  floors  above  and  below  being  used  for  books, 
papers  and  magazines  less  frequently  in  demand. 

Immediately  to  the  right  of  the  delivery  hall  is  the  reading  room, 
with  tables  and  chairs  providing  ample  capacity  for  readers  and 
with  shelves  to  contain  books  of  interest  to  the  general  public. 
A  periodical  rack  will  occupy  the  south  side  of  the  room.  Con- 
necting with  this  room  by  a  broad  doorway  and  extending  to  the 
east  end  of  the  building  is  the  beautiful,  large  reference  room.  The 
mahogany  cases  built  about  the  wall  will  contain  works  of  reference 
such  as  dictionaries,  encyclopedias,  periodical  indexes  and  other 
works  used  only  in  the  library.  This  large,  light  room,  somewhat 
apart  from  the  rest  of  the  library,  will  afford  a  quiet  place  for 
reference  workers,  and  we  anticipate  there  a  much  greater  use  of 
the  library's  resources.  At  the  east  end  of  the  reference  room 
broad  shelves  will  be  provided  for  art  folios,  with  convenient  tables 
for  their  examination. 

To  the  left  of  the  delivery  hall  on  the  north  side  of  the  building 
is  the  children's  room,  where  we  hope  to  place  not  only  all  of  our 
books  known  as  children 's  books,  but  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
standard  works  in  fiction  and  other  classes  of  literature.  Many  of 
our  young  people  are  better  able  to  comprehend  such  works  than 
is  often  supposed,  and  the  child  is  fortunate  indeed  who  in  his 
early,  impressionable  years  becomes  familiar  with  the  master 
minds  of  the  world,  for  the  stress  and  strain  of  the  later  years 
leaves  little  enough  of  leisure  for  reading;  and  regret  for  undi- 
rected or  misdirected  reading  in  youth  is  the  almost  universal 
experience  of  adults  today. 

The  young  people  will  have  their  own  card  catalog  in  their  room 
and  personal  assistance  will  be  given  them  in  selection  of  books. 

The  Hatfield  mantel,  described  in  your  president's  report,  will 
add  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  room.  The  mantel  bears 
the  inscription  "From  Maude  Wilson  Hatfield  to  the  children  of 
Evanston,"  and  the  picture  worked  out  by  use  of  the  art  tile  is 
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copied  from  a  photograph  taken  by  the  late  Mrs.  Hatfield  while 
in  Germany. 

Immediately  to  the  rear  of  this  room  is  the  librarian's  office 
and  adjoining  this  the  cataloging  and  work-rooms,  the  latter  rooms 
connecting  with  the  book-stack  room. 

Directly  over  these  three  rooms  is  the  Mezzanine  floor,  containing 
the  directors'  room,  the  Coe  music  room  (described  in  our  presi- 
dent's report),  the  staff  room  and  the  ladies'  lavatory. 

The  staff  room  will  contain  accommodations  for  lunch  on  a 
rainy  day  and  will  afford  to  the  staff  a  quiet  place  of  rest  for  a 
noon  hour  spent  in  the  library.  It  will  also  afford  a  pleasant 
meeting  place  for  discussion  and  arrangement  of  work. 

The  large  room  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  basement  is  the 
audience  or  lecture  room,  designed  to  accommodate  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  persons.  Provision  is  made  in  this  room  for  use  of 
a  stereopticon,  and  here  it  is  proposed  to  give  entertainments  for 
our  library  league  as  well  as  lectures  for  our  adult  patrons. 
East  of  the  lecture  room  and  opening  from  it  is  a  room  which  has 
always  been  designated  as  the  historical  room,  though  its  ultimate 
use  has  not  yet  been  fully  determined.  The  Evanston  Historical 
Society,  which  has  applied  for  use  of  this  room,  is  an  outgrowth 
of  the  public  library.  The  library  has  for  years  been  collecting 
books,  pamphlets,  programs,  handbooks  and  all  matter  pertaining 
to  local  history,  and  would  like  this  collection  of  Evanstoniana 
cared  for  by  the  local  historical  society;  yet  much  of  the  collection, 
such  as  books  and  pamphlets,  should  appropriately  remain  under 
the  same  roof  with  the  library  and  be  easily  accessible,  an  interest 
in  local  history  being  encouraged  in  our  schools. 

The  room  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  basement  has  been  known 
as  the  boys'  room,  though  it  will  also  serve  several  other  needs, 
such  as  will  arise  in  our  work  with  the  schools.  A  meeting-place 
for  teachers  who  wish  to  discuss  books  suitable  for  their  grade  work 
is  one  of  its  probable  uses. 

Our  plan  for  a  boys'  room  contemplates  the  use  of  the  room 
evenings  to  encourage  boys  to  come  to  the  library,  possibly  by 
forming  boys '  clubs  and  making  the  room  an  attractive  meeting- 
place,  where  good  reading  may  always  be  found.  In  this  way  we 
hope  to  reach  a  large  number  of  boys  who  now  loaf  in  the  streets. 
The  boy  who  is  won  over  from  the  loafing  habit  to  the  reading 
habit  is  on  the  safe  road  to  good  citizenship. 

The  rest  of  the  space  on  the  north  side  of  the  basement  is  occu- 
pied by  janitor's  room,  men's  lavatory,  the  heating  and  ventilating 
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plant  and  the  unpacking  room,  the  latter  being  connected  with  the 
work-rooms  above  by  a  hand  elevator. 

This  well-equipped  building,  so  conveniently  located  near  the 
business  center,  so  well  lighted  and  comfortably  heated  and  venti- 
lated, should  prove  a  very  attractive  center  for  the  literary  activi- 
ties of  Evanston. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 
June  I,  1907.  Librarian  and  Secretary, 
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CLASSIFIED  CONTENTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

Added  Withdrawn  Totalt 

May  }I,  during  during  May  ji, 

1906  year  year  1907 

General  works 4196  229  4424 

Philosophy 580  31  2  609 

Religion 1044  63  1107 

Sociology 3460  136  i  3595 

Philology 185  3  188 

Natural  science 1528  51  1579 

Useful  arts 1273  55  1328 

Fine  arts 1516  84  2  1598 

Literature 4224  152  9  4367 

History 3014  103  2  3115 

Travel 2466  106  i  2571 

Biography 3092  119  I  3210 

Fiction 7131  613  154  7590 

Books  for  young  people    .     .             5103  501  337  5267 


Totals 38,811         2246      509     40,548 


PERIODICALS 

The  following  periodicals  were  added  to  our  list: 
By  subscription: — 

International  Studio. 

Journal  of  American  History. 

Little  Folks  (CasselFs). 

World  To-day. 
By  gift:— 

Library  Work  (H.  W.  Wilson  Co.). 

Sun  Trade  Journal  (S.  Tsuyede). 

Times  Magazine. 
Periodicals  currently  received: — 

By  subscription,  at  a  cost  of  .$"268.15 in 

By  gift 24 

Total .     .     .     135 

Our  subscription  list  includes  duplicate  copies  of  twelve  periodi- 
cals, nine  of  which  are  used  for  circulation. 
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CIRCULATION 

ADULTS    CHILDREN     TOTAL 

No.  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home  use    63,412      15,508       78,920 

Total  volumes  lent  for  home  use     .     .     85,776      23,890     109,666 

Books  used  in  the  library  (estimated)  .  35.3^0 

The  814  volumes  sent  to  the  schools  were  used  as  follows: — 

Issued  from  school  for  home  use 2,504 

Used  for  reference  in  school  rooms  (estimated)      47,475 


Total  use  of  library  for  year 195,005 

Largest  circulation  for  one  day,  February  23  .  .  770 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  day,  October  18  .  165 

Largest  circulation  for  one  month,  April  .  .  .  10,463 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  month,  February  .  7,546 

(During  scarlet  fever  epidemic.) 

CLASSES  OF  BOOKS  LENT 


PER 
ADULTS       CENT. 


General  works 

1,937 

1.8 

Philosophy 

897 

.8 

Religion 

947 

•9 

Sociology 

1,650 

1.5 

Language 

135 

.1 

Natural  science 

1,159 

I.O 

Useful  arts 

^.^79 

i.i 

Fine  arts 

1,815 

'•7 

Literature 

5,988 

5-5 

Travel 

2,317 

2.1 

History 

2,106 

1.9 

Biography 

2,234 

2.0 

Fiction 

63,412 

57.8 

Total,  to  adults 

85,776 

Total,  to  child  'n 

23,890 

21.8 

109,666     100. 

CHILDREN 

Mythology,    fairy    tales, 
etc.  2,88o 


Natural  science  and  use- 
ful arts  1,093 
Fine  arts  and  literature      2,076 


Travel  and  history 

Biography 
Stories 


1,856 

477 
15,508 

23,890 


REGISTRATION  OF  READERS 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1906 5,662 

New  cards  issued 2,734 

8,396 
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Cards  expired  during  the  year 2>952 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1907 5>444 

BINDING  AND  REPAIRING 

Bound  for  the  first  time       310  volumes  at  a  cost  of    .  .  $366.05 

Rebound  1147  volumes  at  a  cost  of    .  .     506.67 


Total  1457  volumes  at  a  cost  of    .     .     872.72 

Books  repaired  in  the  library    1598 
Books  relabeled  in  the  library    3538 

Total  repaired  5136 

RENTING  COLLECTION  OF  DUPLICATES 

Volumes  in  the  collection  May  31,  1906      ....  129 

Purchased  during  year 347 

4/6 
Volumes  transferred  to  main  library: — 

Entered  in  accession  book 130 

Entered  temporarily 253         383 

Volumes  in  renting  collection  May  31,  1907    ...  93 

Rental  at  5  cents  per  week  per  book $324.00 

Fines  at  2  cents  per  day  for  overdue  books 105.66 

Sale  of  duplicates  no  longer  needed IO-35 

$440.01 
Books  purchased  for  this  collection 339-5° 

Balance  for  year $100.51 
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Annual  Financial  Statement,  May  31, 1907 
RECEIPTS 

Balance  in  hands  of  city  treasurer,  May 

31,1906 $  9,825.11 

Received  from  taxation,  1906-1907: — ' 

October  23,  1906,  county  collector  .  $5,000.00 
November  19,  1906,  county  collector  301.17 
April  I,  1907,  county  collector  .  .  4,965.21  10,266.38 


Petty  cash: 

Balance  in  hands  of  librarian 

May   31,    1906      ....  559.89 

Fines £675.33 

Duplicate   cards      ....  9.45 

Transient  memberships    .     .  12.00 
Books  lost  and  damaged  and 

paid  for 29-77 

Rentals   from   duplicate  books    324.00 

Fines  from  duplicate  books     .  105.66 

Sale  of  duplicate  books     .     .  IO-35 

Sale  of  request  postals  .     .     .  21'77 

Library  league  badges  sold  .  .20 
From  reading  club  for  part 

cost  of  printing  list     .     .  3.75 

Catalogs  sold 7.30 

Postals  redeemed    ....  1.50 

Miscellaneous .75 


$20,001.49 


1,201.83  1,261.72 

521,353.21 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Books : — 

For  main  library,  51,826.83 

For  rental  collection    339.50  2,166.33 

Periodicals 285.35 

Binding 366.05 

Furniture  and  fixtures  .     .     .  11.09         2,828.82 
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Forward £2,828.82        $21,353.21 

Operating  expenses: — 

Re-binding 506.67 

Salaries — Librarian    and  staff  5,003.00 

Janitor  service 372-5° 

Heat  and  light 638.74 

Printing 24I«75 

Postage  and  stationery     .     .  160.36 

Library  supplies     ....  124.90 

Incidental  expenses     .     .     .  743-35 

Maintenance 1 73.43 

Refunded  for  lost  book  found  .75 

Coal  for  new  building  .     .     .  322.38 

Insurance 220.75         8,508.58         11,337.40 

Balance  on  hand  May  31,1 907  1 0,0 1 5.8 1 

Balance  library  fund    .     .  9,706.43 

Balance  petty  cash  in  hands 
Librarian 3°9-38        10,015.81 

City  treasurer's  balance  May 

31,  1907     ......    9,960.75 

which  includes  miscellaneous 
bills  for  May,  1907,  not  paid 
until  June  1 254.32 

9>7°6-43 
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BUILDING  FUND 

Receipts 

Balance  May  31,  1906 $290.10 

From  Andrew  Carnegie 44,100.00 

(Balance  of  gift  of  £50,000.00.) 

From  City  of  Evanston — sale  of  bonds    ....  25,000.00 

Premium  on  same 247.22 

Accrued  interest 500.00 

From  City  of  Evanston — sale  of  bonds  and  premium  40,025.00 


$110,162.32 


Disbursements 


By  vouchers  paid  on  architects'  certificates: — 

From  Carnegie  fund $44,100.00 

From  first  bond  issue 25,247.22 

From  second  bond  issue 239-53 

Rebate  on  sale  of  house  on  site   .     .     .  35'°° 

Advertising  and  printing  bonds,  etc.     .  26.73        69,648.48 

Balance  May  3 1, 1907  .     .....  $40,513.84 
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State  of  Illinois  \ 
County  of  Cook  / 

Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay  being  duly  sworn  says,  that  she  is  the 
secretary  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Evanston,  in  said  county  and  state,  and  that  the  foregoing 
statements  exhibiting  the  financial  transactions,  the  accession 
and  withdrawal  of  books,  the  duplicate  renting  collection,  binding 
and  repairs,  and  periodicals  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1907,  are 
correct  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and  belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Secretary. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  August,  1907. 

ADDISON  MILLARD, 
[Seal]  Notary  Public. 
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Gifts 

V.      P.  Misc. 

Adriance  Memorial  Library,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  i 

American  National  Red  Cross,  Washington,  D.  C.  I 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass i 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  Free  Library 2 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago    .    .  i 

Atkinson,  G.  W.  P 12 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Carnegie  Library 7 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Co.,  New  York   ...  i 

Augur,  Capt.  A.  B.  (25  portfolios) 253  50 

Barton,  M.  T.  D i 

Belleville,  111.,  Public  Library I 

Benz,  August i 

Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  ....  6 

Black,  W.  H i 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  N.  Y i 

Boston  Book  Company 4 

Boston,  Mass.,  Public  Library 14 

Braddock,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library  and  Car- 
negie Club 2 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library  ....  2 

Bradley  Polytechnic  Institute,  Peoria,  111.    .     .  i 

Bromley,  Eng.,  Public  Library 4 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 12 

Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.,  College I 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library   .......  2 

Burlington,  la.,  Free  Public  Library    ....  I 

Buttrick,  E.  G 4 

California  State  Library,  Sacramento,  Cal.   .     .  i 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal i 

Canada,  Superintendent  of  Immigration  ...  I 

Canadian  Archives 2 

Carnegie,  Andrew I 

Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  Free  Public  Library   ...  I 

Chicago  Art  Institute 31 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade i 

Chicago  Commercial  Association I 

Chicago  Historical  Society i 

Chicago — Mayor I 

Chicago  Municipal  Library 5 
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V.          P.  MlSC. 

Chicago  National  Bank I 

Chicago  Park  Commission I 

Chicago  Public  Library 2 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary 3 

Chicago  University I 

Chicago  Woman's  Club I 

Chilton,  C.  B I 

Cleveland  Public  Library 2 

Cobb,  Mrs.  W.  S 2 

Colorado  School  of  Mines,  Golden,  Col.  ...  i 

Colorado  University,  Boulder,  Col I 

Columbus,  O.,  Public  School  Library  ....  I 

Connecticut  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics    ...  i 

Country  Club,  Evanston I 

Cox,  Ethel  L I 

Currey,  J.  S I           2 

Davenport,  la.,  Public  Library I 

Davenport,  David I 

Davis,  Miss  Elizabeth 4 

Davos  Public  Interests  Association,  Switzerland  I 

Dayton,  O.,  Public  Library 2 

Decatur,  111.,  Free  Public  Library 4 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library I 

Dickerson,  Miss  Julia 6 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library  ,Washington,D.C.          6 

Dover,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 3 

Duluth,  Minn.,  Public  Library I 

East  St.  Louis,  111.,  Free  Public  Library  ...  i 

Eldred,C i 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.   .     .  2 

Escanaba,  Mich.,  Carnegie  Public  Library   .     .  I 

Evanston — City I 

Evanston  Index  Company I 

Evanston  Political  Equality  League    ....  I 

Evanston  Press  Company 3 

Evanston  Woman 's  Club I 

Evanston  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  2 

Fairchild,  Mrs.  C.  S 2 

First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist,  Evanston    .     .  3 
First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist  Sunday  School, 

Evanston  2 
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V.  P.  MlSC. 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.    .     .     .  2 

Galesburg,  111.,  Free  Public  Library    ....  5 

Gilbert  M.  Simmons  Library,  Kenosha,  Wis.    .  I 

Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  Free  Library I 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library  ....  13 

Grant,  Prof.  U.  S I 

Grow,  Miss  Winnie 5 

Hackley  Public  Library,  Muskegon,  Mich.   .     .  2 

Hamilton,  Can.,  Public  Library I 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass.    ...  2 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Hayes,  Prof.  D.  A I 

Hawaii  Promotion  Committee,  Honolulu     .     .  2 

Helena,  Mont.,  Public  Library 2 

Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library  ....  i 

Hoge,  Holmes 2           I 

Humphrey,  Wirt  E I 

Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  Public  Library 2 

Iglehart,  N.  G 62 

Illinois  Labor  Statistics  Bureau I 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Arbitration I 

Illinois  State  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  2 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  Springfield,  111.  I           2 

Illinois  State  Laboratory  of  Natural  History  .     .  4 

Illinois  University,  Champaign,  111 30 

Indiana  Public  Library  Commission,  Indianapolis, 

Ind. 3 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Public  Library II 

Iowa  Library  Commission,  Des  Moines,  la.  .     .  3 

Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  la.    ...  3 

J.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial  Library,  Carlisle,  Pa.  4 

Jamestown,  Va.,  Secretary  of  the  Exposition  .     .  I 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago I 

Joliet,  111.,  Public  Library 9 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Public  Library 4 

Kansas  State  Normal  School,  Emporia,  Kan.    .  I 

Kellogg  Public  Library,  Green  Bay,  Wis.    .     .  I 

Kelley,  Mrs.  George  H 10  50 

Kidder,  Henry  M I 

Lake  Mohonk,  N.  Y.,  Conference 2 

Lamed,  Charles I 


Gifts 


P. 


Michigan  Central  Railroad  I 

Michigan  Library  Commission,  Lansing  Mich.  i 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  9 

Michigan  State  Librarian  4 

Miller,  Kelly  I 

Milne,  R.  F.  i 

Milwaukee  ,  Wis.,  Public  Library  6 

Minneapolis  Minn.,  Public  Library  i 
Minnesota  State  Library  Commission 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  I 

Mount  Holyoke,  College,  South  Hadley  Mass.  i 

Mumford,  A.  W.  and  Co.  Chicago  I 

Nashville,  Term.,  Carnegie  Library  2 

National  Child  Labor  Commission,  New  York  5 
National  Good  Government  League, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  I 
National  Good  Roads  Association                              I 
National  Indian  Association                                         I 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library  45 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago  I 

Newcomb,  H.  T.  2 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Free  Public  Library  i 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  I 

New  York  Public  Library  1 2 

New  York  State  Library  7 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  i 

North  Carolina  Library  Association  I 
North  Dakota  State  Geological  Survey 

Bismarck,  N.  D.  2 
Northwestern  University                                             I        I 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Public  Library  7 

Osaka,  Japan,  Library  I 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  1 1 

Ottumwa,  la.,  Public  Library  I 

Pasadena,  Cal.,  Public  Library  3 

Pekin,  111.,  Public  Library  I 

Penn  Publishing  Co.,  Phil.  Pa.  I 

Pennsylvania  University,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  I 

Peoria,  111.,  Public  Library  8 
Perry,  Mrs.  S.  A.                                                       I 
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V.        P. 

Philadelphia  Pa.,  City  Institute  I 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Library  2 

Phillips,  S.  L.  i 

Photographers'  Association  of  America,  Boston                 I 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Library  2 

Porto  Rico  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  2 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.                 8 

Princeton,  N.  J.  University  4 

Providence,  R.  I.  Athenaeum  I 

Providence,  R.  I.  Public  Library  5 

Quincy,  111.,  Free  Public  Library  2 

Racine,  Wis.,  Public  Library  I 

Raymond,  Whitcomb  Co.  23 

Reed,  Rev.  J.  K.  5 

Rew,  H.  C.  I 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  I 

Rice,  Mrs.  W.  H.  33 

Robinson,  Rev.  J.  B.  3 

Rockford,  111.,  Public  Library  10 

Rounds,  H.  E.  i 

Roundy,  W.  N.  I 

Rutland,  Vf.,  Free  Library  I 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library  3 

St.  Louis  Mo.  Mercantile  Library  Association  I 

St.  Louis  Mo.,  Public  Library  1 1 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Public  Library  I 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library  10 
Sample,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Public  Library  I 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library  5 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  Public  Library  I 

Seymour  Library,  Auburn  N.  Y.,  2 

Shelby ville,  Ind.,  Carnegie  Public  Library  I 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Watcrbury,  Conn.  1 1 
Simon,  Miss  C. 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass.  I 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  5 

Stone,  G.  F.  I 

Summy,  Clayton  F.  Co.  I 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library  I 
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Simplified  Spelling  Board 3 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass I 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library I 

Stearns,  Miss  Lutie  E 2 

Superior,  Wis.,  Public  Library I 

Talbot,  Mrs.  Mae n 

Texas  University,  Austin I 

Thompson,  Slason I 

Toledo,  O.,  Public  Library I 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library   ....  i 

Tusyeda,  S 3 

Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  Jewish 
Settlement  in  America,   Executive  Committee  I 

United  States  Government 35  502 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 2 

Vandercook,  R.  0 42 

Vassar  College I 

Vermont  Free  Library  Commission,  Burlington,  Vt.  5 

Vivisection  Reform  Society,  Chicago   ....  2 

Warder  Public  Library,  Springfield,  O.    .     .     .  I 

Wellesley,  Mass.,  College I 

Wesleyan  University,  Middleton,  Conn.    ...  3 

Westminster  College,  Fulton,  Mo I  I 

Wightman,  C.  A 16 

Wilde,  Prof.  A.  H I 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Centennial  Jubilee  Committee  i 

Williams,  Miss  Fanny,  20  pictures. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Free  Library  ...  12 

Wilson,  H.  W.,  Company 

Windsor,  Can.,  Public  Library I 

Winona,  Ind.,  Technical  Institute  Library  School  3 

Winslow  Brothers  Co.,  Chicago I 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  Madison,Wis.  7 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn 4 

Zymotechnic  Institute,  Chicago I 

GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY 

Donors 231 

Volumes 537 

Pamphlets 1235 

Miscellaneous 148 


EVANSTON  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY  ::  THIRTY 
FIFTH  ANNUAL 
REPORT  ::  1907-1908 


The  library  is  free  for  lending  and  for  reference,  and  is  open 
daily,  except  Christmas,  Thanksgiving,  New  Years  and  Inde- 
pendence Day. 

Hours  for  lending,  daily,  except  Sundays  and  holidays,  9 
a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning    of  Adults       Children        Total 
year 35,281      5,267     40,548 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  pur- 
chase                  569         109          678 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  605  2  607 

(Gift,  Coe  Collection,  438,  others  167) 

Number  of  volumes  transferred  from 

the  Renting  Collection        .  229  229 

Number    of  volumes  lost    or    with- 
drawn      180        376          556 

Total  number  at  end  of  year     .      36,504      5,002      41,506 


THIRTY-FIFTH 

Annual  Report 

of  the 

Evanston  Public 
Library 


For  the  year  end- 
ing May  31,1908 


EVANSTON,  ILLINOIS 
1908 


THIRTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Board  of  Directors 

Term  expires 

J.  Seymour  Currey 1908 

Frederick  W   Nichols 1908 

Charles  A.   Rogers 1 908 

Richard  C.  Lake 1 909 

John  W.  Thompson 1 909 

Henry  J.   Wallingford 1909 

Wirt  E.  Humphrey 1910 

George  T  Kelly 1910 

George  W.  Paullin 1910 

Officers 

J.  Seymour  Currey,  President 
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President's  Report 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Evanston, 

Illinois : 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the 
Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library  for 
the  year  ending  May  31,  1 908.  Accompanying  this  report 
are  those  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Librarian,  and  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

The  new  building  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library  was  com- 
pleted and  occupied  on  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year. 
The  excavations  for  the  foundations  were  made  in  November, 
1905,  but  the  actual  work  of  construction  did  not  begin  until 
April,  1906.  Thus  the  work  on  the  building  occupied  a 
period  of  one  year  and  nine  months. 

The  various  migrations  of  the  Library  from  the  beginning 
were  as  follows: 

July  3,  1873,  the  Evanston  Free  Public  Library  succeeded 
the  older  organization  known  as  the  Evanston  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  occupied  the  second  floor  of  the  building  now  known 
as  No.  6 1  3  Davis  street.  It  remained  in  this  location  until 
April,  1889,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  first  floor  of  the 
building  now  known  as  1  5  76  Sherman  avenue.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  the  City  Hall  in  April,  1893,  it  was  again  removed 
to  the  second  floor  of  that  building,  and  remained  in  that  lo- 
cation until  January  1  of  the  present  year,  the  date  of  the  re- 
moval to  the  new  building.  On  June  28,  1906,  the  name 
"Evanston  Public  Library"  was  adopted  by  action  of  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

In  the  last  annual  report  the  history  of  the  new  building  was 
given,  together  with  a  description  of  its  construction,  and  it 
will  be  sufficient  here  to  summarize  the  details  there  given,  with 
some  further  particulars,  and  to  bring  down  to  date  the  items 
of  cost  and  sources  of  the  funds  used,  which  at  the  date  of  the 
previous  report  were  not  fully  known  and  ascertained. 

The  lot  on  which  the  building  stands,  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  Orrington  avenue  and  Church  street,  has  a  frontage  of  198 
feet  on  the  former  and  2 1 0  feet  on  the  latter  street.  The  build- 
ing itself  faces  west,  with  a  frontage  of  1  1 2  feet  and  a  depth 
of  90  feet.  The  space  between  the  building  and  the  north  line 
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of  the  lot  is  46  feet,  and  between  the  building  and  the  south 
line  of  the  lot  is  40  feet.  There  is  a  space  between  the  build- 
ing and  the  alley  on  the  east  of  45  feet,  and  on  the  west,  that 
is,  the  front  of  the  building,  of  75  feet.  The  height  of  the 
building  is  42  feet  from  the  sidewalk  level  to  the  apex  of  the 
roof,  or  38  feet  from  the  lawn  at  the  base  of  the  walls.  The 
outer  walls  on  the  four  sides  of  the  building  are  of  buff  Bed- 
ford stone,  the  roof  is  of  tile,  the  beams,  girders  and  roof 
trusses  are  of  steel,  and  the  floors  and  partitions  are  of  hollow  tile. 
The  plastering  is  laid  on  wire  lathing,  so  that  the  construction 
is  of  fire  proof  material  throughout,  except  the  casings  for  doors 
and  windows.  The  building  is  equipped  with  a  complete  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  plant,  and  is  well  provided  with  drains  both 
inside  and  outside  of  the  walls. 

The  finishing  of  the  interior  is  as  follows:  The  floors  of  the 
main  floor  are  covered  with  cork  carpeting  laid  on  smooth 
cement;  the  floors  of  the  basement  and  the  mezzanine  story  are 
of  hardwood.  The  doors,  door  frames  and  window  frames  of 
the  main  floor  are  of  mahogany;  the  woodwork  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  building  is  of  oak.  The  furniture  of  the  read- 
ing and  reference  rooms  on  the  main  floor  is  of  mahogany,  else- 
where of  oak.  The  book  stacks,  which  occupy  a  space  40x40 
feet,  are  of  steel  and  are  carried  up  from  the  basement  level  to 
the  skylight  under  the  roof.  There  are  four  tiers  in  the  book 
stack  construction,  each  tier  seven  and  one-half  feet  in  height, 
provided  with  glass  floors  between  the  rows  of  shelves.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  is  sufficient  space  in  these  book  stacks  to 
accommodate  100,000  volumes, — that  is,  almost  two  and  a 
half  times  the  number  there  is  in  the  library  at  the  present  time. 
The  building  is  lighted  by  electricity  throughout. 

The  style  of  architecture  is  classical,  following  the  lines  of 
the  Ionic  order.  The  designing  of  the  interior  is  in  harmony 
with  the  general  style  of  the  exterior.  The  spaces  in  the  pedi- 
ments are  at  present  in  rough  stone,  the  intention  being  to  cut 
groups  of  figures  according  to  designs  not  yet  adopted.  It  is 
also  the  intention  to  place  a  pair  of  bronze  light  standards  at 
the  entrance,  those  at  present  in  use  being  only  temporary. 

The  architects  of  the  building  are  James  Gamble  Rogers 
and  Charles  A.  Phillips.  These  gentlemen  were  associated  in 
a  professional  partnership  at  the  time  the  plans  were  adopted 
under  the  name  of  Rogers  &  Phillips,  with  offices  in  Chicago. 
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Since  then  the  partnership  has  been  dissolved,  Mr.  Rogers  hav- 
ing removed  to  New  York  and  Mr.  Phillips  having  engaged  in 
another  line  of  business.  Both  gentlemen  are  well  known  and 
enjoy  a  high  standing  in  their  profession.  Mr.  Phillips  has  lived 
in  Evanston  since  childhood. 

The  design  has  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  Board,  and  the  work  of  supervision  performed 
by  the  architects  has  been  conscientiously  carried  out,  insuring 
the  best  material  and  workmanship  in  every  branch  of  con- 
struction. 1  he  interior  design  and  arrangement  of  rooms  have 
received  high  praise  from  a  great  many  visitors  and  library 
experts.  It  has  been  frequently  said  by  those  competent  to 
judge  that  our  new  building  is  one  of  the  best  constructed,  in 
all  its  details  and  arrangements,  anywhere  to  be  found  in  the 
country. 

The  site  on  which  the  building  stands  cost  $3 1 ,600.  This 
was  provided  for  by  an  issue  of  bonds  dated  July  1 ,  1 904. 

The  cost  of  the  new  building  and  furniture  was  $135,- 
464.49.  The  various  branches  of  work  which  make  up  this 
total  are  shown  as  follows: 

Cut  stone  and  masonry,  walls  and  partitions.  .  .  .$   36,314.00 
Structural   steel,    beams,    roof   trusses   and   stair- 
ways          12,661.57 

Plastering  and  wire  lathing 7,25 1 .05 

Cement  work  and  tiling,  floors  and  partitions.  .  .        7,536.00 

Roofing  and  cornices    6,214.58 

Carpentry,  wainscoting,  floors,  window  and  door 

frames 12,464.26 

Heating  and  ventilating,  boilers,  fans  and  radiators  9,024.77 
Interior  work,  plumbing,  decorating,  electrical 

work,  glazing,  marble,  painting  and  mantels.  .  1  1,643.38 
Interior  fittings,  light  fixtures,  wall  shelves,  cork 

carpeting  and  window  shades   .  .  .  .' 6,474.25 

Sidewalks,  curbing  and  paving 1 ,882.52 

Steel  book  stacks  and  glass  floors 1  3, 1 27.00 

Furniture,    tables,    chairs,    catalogue    cases    and 

desks    4,198.00 

Lesal  fees  and  printing 1  36.45 

Architects'  fees  .  6,536.66 


Total $135,464.49 


8  THIRTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  contractors  and  branches  of  work  performed  by  them 
are  as  follows: 

Edwards  &  Ward,  Chicago,  cut  stone  and  granite. 

Michael  Foley,  Evanston,  masonry  and  cement  work. 

A.  Bolter's  Sons,  Chicago,  structural  steel. 

Heath,  Johnson  Co.,  Chicago,  iron  stairways  and  grill  work. 

H.  C.  Knisely  Co.,  Chicago,  roofing  and  cornices. 

National  Fireproofmg  Co.,  Chicago,  tile  floors  and  parti- 
tions. 

John  C.  Sutton,  Chicago,  plastering. 

W.  L.  Boettcher,  Evanston,  carpentry. 

Brady  &  Co.,  Chicago,  heating  and  ventilating. 

George  S.  Moore,  Evanston,  plumbing  and  pipe  fittings. 

Cuthbert  &  Black,  Chicago,  electrical  work. 

Acme  Metal  Manufacturing  Co.,  Chicago,  light  fixtures. 

Sherman  &  Flavin  Marble  Co.,  Chicago,  marble  work. 

Orr  &  Lockett  Co.,  Chicago,  hardware. 

Marshall  Field  &  Co.,  Chicago,  decorating  and  cork 
carpets. 

Snead  &  Co.  Iron  Works,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  steel  book 
stacks. 

F.  P.  Smith  Wire  and  Iron  Works,  Chicago,  wire  netting. 

Sprague,  Smith  &  Co.,  Chicago,  glazing. 

T.  C.  Gleich,  Chicago,  painting. 

Eaton  &  Prince  Co.,  Chicago,  elevator. 

W.  H.  Hoops  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  mantel  work. 

Dawson  Bros.,  Chicago,  mantel  work. 

Library  Bureau,  Boston,  Mass.,  furniture. 

Geo.  B.  Meleney  &  Co.,  Chicago,  wall  shelving. 

Durand  Locker  Co.,  Chicago,  lockers. 

All  the  contractors  have  performed  their  work  and  complied 
with  the  rigid  requirements  of  the  architects  in  every  detail,  and 
before  this  report  is  printed  every  bill  and  account  due  them 
will  have  been  paid  in  full. 

The  sources  from  which  the  funds  were  derived  to  meet 
the  cost  of  the  building  were  as  follows: 
City  of  Evanston,  bonds  and  premium  on  same.  .  $  65,772.22 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie 50,000.00 

Gifts  of  citizens , 1 2,81 9. 1 2 

Sale  of  buildings  on  site 1 ,235.00 

Interest  on  balances 41 6.36 

Transferred  from  Library  general  fund 5,221.79 

$135,464.49 
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In  the  above  list  of  "Sources  from  which  funds  were  de- 
rived" is  mentioned  "Gifts  of  citizens,  $12,819.12."  Those 
whose  gifts  are  comprised  in  this  amount  are  William  Deering, 
James  A.  Patten,  Milton  H.  Wilson,  George  A.  Coe,  William 
Liston  Brown  and  James  Taft  Hatfield.  Some  of  the  gifts 
were  made  to  be  applied  to  the  general  purposes  of  construc- 
tion, and  some  for  specific  purposes.  There  were  other  gifts, 
the  value  of  which  has  not  been  ascertained  by  this  Board,  and 
which  are  described  as  follows: 

The  several  gifts  made  by  Professor  George  A.  Coe  are: 
First,  a  direct  gift  to  the  building  fund;  second,  the  furniture, 
fittings  and  books  comprising  the  "Sadie  Knowland  Coe  Music 
Collection,"  and,  third,  an  endowment  fund  to  be  used  for  the 
future  requirements  of  the  collection.  A  room  has  been  as- 
signed to  this  collection,  which  has  been  furnished,  decorated 
and  equipped  with  an  extensive  musical  library  by  Professor 
Coe  at  his  own  expense;  and  an  endowment  fund  of  $5,000, 
the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  to  meet  the  future  require- 
ments of  this  collection, — all  placed  under  the  absolute  control 
of  the  Library  Board  by  a  deed  of  trust.  In  the  previous  an- 
nual report  this  endowment  fund  was  stated  to  be  $3,000,  but 
some  months  since  Professor  Coe  generously  added  $2,000  to 
the  fund,  so  that  it  now  stands  as  above  shown.  In  the  Li- 
brarian's report  will  be  found  further  details  in  regard  to  this 
collection. 

The  furniture  and  decorating  of  the  Directors'  room  were 
a  gift  from  Richard  C.  Lake.  This  room  is  provided  with  a 
directors'  table,  desk  and  chairs  of  mahogany,  rugs,  leather 
couch,  and  mantle  furniture.  The  walls  and  ceilings  are  deco- 
rated in  tints  and  designs  in  harmony  with  the  rugs  and  fur- 
niture. 

The  furnishings  of  the  Staff  room  were  a  gift  from  the 
ladies  of  Evanston,  and  were  provided  by  a  committee  of  ladies 
acting  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  clubs  and  societies.  The  fur- 
niture is  of  antique  oak  and  bronzed  leather,  and,  together  with 
the  hanerings  and  rugs,  gives  a  special  charm  to  this  room, 
which  is  intended  for  the  use  and  convenience  of  the  Library 
Staff.  In  a  small  annex  to  this  room  is  the  "Kitchen,"  which 
has  been  provided  with  a  gas  range,  a  present  from  the  North- 
western Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company.  Other  donors  have 
contributed  various  necessary  articles. 
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Gifts  of  books  have  been  numerous  since  the  new  building 
has  been  occupied,  among  them  several  collections  of  great 
value.  These  will  be  noticed  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

T  he  Evanston  Historical  Society  has  been  assigned  a  room, 
which  is  as  yet  only  partly  furnished.  The  collection  of  vol- 
umes, pamphlets  and  miscellaneous  data,  within  the  scope  of 
the  society's  activities,  has  been  arranged  and  rendered  accessible 
to  readers,  students  and  investigators.  This  society,  which  de- 
pends upon  its  membership  for  support,  is  hampered  by  the  lack 
of  sufficient  funds  for  its  proper  expansion  and  usefulness. 

The  lecture  room,  known  as  "Library  Hall,"  has  a  seating 
capacity  for  one  hundred  persons.  It  has  been  used  for  lec- 
tures and  musical  recitals  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

During  the  trying  period  of  moving  the  books  from  the  old 
quarters  to  the  new,  our  Library  Staff  rendered  most  excellent 
and  valuable  service.  The  entire  contents  of  the  Library  was 
transferred  without  loss  or  injury,  and  the  work  had  been  so 
well  planned  that  the  volumes  reached  the  shelves  to  which  they 
had  been  assigned  without  confusion  or  delay.  The  transfer 
was  made  by  the  teams  of  the  City  yards  which  had  been 
generously  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Library. 

The  grading  of  the  lawn  and  planting  of  the  trees  and 
shrubbery  was  done  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  Mr.  B. 
F.  Housel,  Superintendent  of  streets  and  parks,  who  gave  the 
matter  his  personal  attention  with  most  gratifying  results. 

And  now  a  final  word  regarding  the  new  building,  concern- 
ing which  our  previous  annual  reports  have  had  much  to  say. 
The  people  of  Evanston  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  pos- 
session of  this  beautiful  home  for  the  collection  of  books,  which 
for  over  a  third  of  a  century  has  been  forming;  where  with  no 
fear  of  loss  by  fire,  or  want  of  space  for  its  natural  increase, 
the  work  of  the  Public  Library  may  now  be  carried  on  with 
every  facility.  "Books,"  as  a  writer  has  said,  "hold  the  place 
of  honor  in  the  chattels  of  civilized  society;"  and  here  we  have 
worthily  installed  and  arranged  this  noble  collection  for  the  use 
of  the  people  and  their  posterity. 

It  has,  however,  been  no  small  task.  The  completion  of 
the  new  building  is  the  sum  and  fulfilment  of  efforts  extending 
over  many  years.  Successive  boards  of  directors  and  city 
councils,  committees  of  citizens,  women's  clubs,  neighborhood 
clubs,  and  public  spirited  individuals  have  each  in  turn,  or  in 
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hearty  co-operation,  wrestled  with  the  problem  of  providing  a 
new  building, — a  work  now  finally  crowned  with  success. 

But  the  possession  of  a  new  building  and  increased  conven- 
iences only  render  apparent  the  needs  and  possibilities  of  use- 
fulness of  this  great  institution.  Broad  and  progressive  plans 
of  library  extension  and  administration  are  before  us  now,  and 
leaving  the  past  with  its  trials  and  triumphs,  we  may  now  set 
our  faces  towards  the  future. 

J.  SEYMOUR  CURREY, 
June  1,   1908.  President. 
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Report  of  Secretary  and  Librarian 

Board  of  Directors,  Evanston  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  report  ot 
your  Secretary  and  Librarian  for  the  year  ending  May  31,1 908. 

In  addition  to  the  twelve  regular  meetings  of 
BOARD  the  Board,  there  were  six  special  meetings,  ne- 

MEETINGS  cessitated  by  our  building  operations. 

A  faithful  record  of  attendance  is  recorded 
during  this  year,  which  marks  the  completion  of  our  new  build- 
ing. Of  these  eighteen  meetings,  having  an  average  attendance 
of  over  six  members,  your  President  attended  seventeen,  one 
member  attended  fifteen,  one  fourteen  and  two  thirteen  meet- 
ings. 

The  business  of  the  meetings  has  been  much  facilitated  by 
the  plan  of  submitting  the  minutes,  the  bills  and  pay  roll  and 
the  Librarian's  book  list  in  advance  to  board  members. 

As  last  year,  the  most  important  work  accomplished  was 
that  relating  to  our  various  building  contracts. 

The  first  meeting  in  the  new  building  was  held  in  the  Di- 
rectors' Room  on  the  evening  of  December  26,  1907,  although 
the  moving  was  not  complete.  At  this  meeting  every  member 
of  the  Board  was  present. 

The  financial  statement,  showing  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Library  Fund,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  year  just  ended,  the  35th  in  the  history 
OCCUPATION  of  the  Public  Library,  has  been  a  notable  one 
°^™E  •  in  the  completion  and  occupation  of  our  new 
BUILDING  building. 

On  December  11,1 907,  the  first  load  was 
moved  from  our  old  store  room  to  temporary  storage  in  the  new 
building,  and  the  work  of  making  boxes  from  the  old  book 
cases  was  begun.  On  Saturday,  December  2 1 ,  we  closed  the 
door?  of  the  Library  rooms  in  the  City  Hall,  and  on  the  23d 
began  cleaning  the  books.  On  December  24  the  general 
moving  was  begun,  and  from  that  time  on  the  work  of  clean- 
ing and  moving  went  forward  together,  pausing  only  for  the 
two  holidays  and  for  Sundays. 

Besides  the  regular  staff,  a  force  of  twenty-six  extra  helpers 
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was  employed  in  the  cleaning  and  moving  of  books  and  clean- 
ing the  new  building.  The  books  were  all  cleaned  by  hand  and 
were  moved  into  their  places  ready  for  opening  of  the  new  build- 
ing, January  1. 

A  large  number  of  long,  open  boxes  were  made  from  the  old 
shelving.  Each  box  held  about  one  shelf  of  books,  and,  when 
packed,  was  tagged  with  a  brief  system  of  numbering,  which 
kept  the  boxes  in  proper  order  according  to  classification. 

The  force  of  workers  at  the  new  building  placed  one  set  of 
books  upon  the  shelves  while  another  was  being  boxed  at  the 
old  rooms,  the  city  team,  placed  at  our  disposal  by  the  kindness 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  being  kept  busy  hauling  the 
books  and  returning  the  empty  boxes. 

We  should  like  to  commend  by  name  every  one  of  our  faith- 
ful Staff  for  their  untiring  devotion  during  this  period  of  hard, 
extra  work.  Though  it  was  just  at  the  Christmas  holidays, 
not  one  of  the  Staff  thought  of  taking  the  usual  half  holiday  for 
Christmas  shopping,  and  no  thought  of  Christmas  festivities 
seemed  paramount  to  the  work  of  the  Library.  Your  recogni- 
tion of  this  faithful  service  by  granting  some  days  of  rest  after 
the  moving  was  accomplished  was  much  appreciated. 

On  Wednesday,  January  1,  the  opening  reception  was 
held  between  the  hours  of  3  and  9  P.  M.  No  formal  program 
was  observed.  The  members  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Staff  re- 
ceived and  conducted  the  visitors  through  the  building.  The 
rooms  were  decorated  with  palms  and  other  potted  plants, 
which  were  loaned  by  M.  Weiland.  Over  one  thousand  per- 
sons visited  the  Library  on  this  occasion. 

On  Saturday,  January  4,  a  Children's  reception  was  held 
from  2  until  6  P.  M.  On  Monday,  January  6,  the  Library 
was  opened  for  the  return  and  renewal  of  books.  To  give  the 
Staff  a  much  needed  rest,  the  full  work  of  all  departments  was 
not  resumed  until  January  1  3. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  the  Library  in  its 
INCREASED  new  quarters  has  been  marked  from  the  first; 
USE  OF  a  much  larger  proportion  of  our  residents  are 

LIBRARY  using  it  both  for  reading  and  study  and  for 

borrowing  of  books.  A  comparison  of  the  cir- 
culation of  the  last  three  months  of  our  fiscal  year  with  the  cor- 
responding months  of  last  year  shows  a  gain  of  3,751  volumes, 
or  12.7  per  cent,  as  follows: 
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1907  1908 

March 9,564  1 1 ,61 6 

April 10,463  11,388 

May 9,302  1 0,076 


29,329  33,080 

While  there  is  slill  the  temptation  with  us  all  to  watch  proudly 
the  growth  of  our  circulation  statistics,  yet  we  know  that  this  is 
not  necessarily  an  index  to  the  Library's  greatest  usefulness,  and 
with  greater  satisfaction  do  we  note  the  character  of  the  books 
drawn  and  the  increasing  use  of  our  well  equipped  Reference 
collection,  not  only  by  special  students,  but  by  the  general 
readers,  who  are  interested  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  or  those 
who  find  the  Library  of  some  help  in  the  ordinary  problems  of 
business  or  of  the  home. 

Certainly  there  is  no  other  one  institution  which  is  better 
equipped  to  assist  people  in  the  laws  of  right  living,  whether  it 
be  on  the  spiritual,  moral  or  physical  side  of  life,  than  is  the 
public  library.  There  is  a  spirit  of  helpfulness  pervading  the 
modern  library  which  aims  to  assist  not  only  toward  the  cul- 
ture of  the  mind,  but  toward  the  proper  training  of  the  hand  in 
the  various  crafts,  the  proper  care  and  training  of  the  body, 
the  perfecting  of  work  of  all  kinds. 

The  case  might  be  cited  of  a  florist  who  brought  some 
flowers  to  one  of  our  assistants  and  told  her  that  the  use  of  one 
of  our  modern  books  on  floriculture  had  assisted  him  in  per- 
fecting a  rare  flower.  An  instance  has  also  come  to  our  notice 
of  a  successful  artist  who  had  been  led  to  take  up  the  study  of 
art  through  the  perusal  of  a  book  taken  at  random  from  our 
shelves.  Numerous  other  cases  might  be  cited  to  show  that  the 
Library  is  really  serving  a  practical  and  useful  as  well  as  rec- 
reative purpose. 

The  number  of  volumes  purchased  during  the 
ACCESSIONS  year  was  necessarily  small,  owing  to  the  de- 
mands upon  our  income  for  the  equipment  of 
our  building.  There  were  but  678  volumes  bought  and  ac- 
cessioned, as  compared  with  1 ,992  last  year.  Our  gifts  for 
the  year,  however,  were  so  numerous  that  our  total  accessions 
amounted  to  1,514  volumes,  of  which  607  were  gifts  and  229 
were  books  which  had  paid  for  themselves  in  the  Renting  Col- 
lection of  duplicates  and  were  then  transferred  to  our  accession 
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books  for  free  circulation,  making  total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  Library  at  this  report,  41,506.  There  are,  besides  these, 
some  650  volumes  of  unaccessioned  duplicates  and  about  2,000 
pamphlets. 

Gifts 

As  described  in  our  President's  report,  the 
COE  Sadie    Knowland    Coe    Music   Collection   has 

MUSIC  been    augmented    by    additional    endowment. 

COLLECTION  Professor  George  A.  Coe  has  further  author- 
ized the  immediate  purchase  of  books  and 
music  to  the  amount  of  $1,000.00  and  has  given  subscriptions 
to  six  musical  periodicals.  The  collection  now  numbers  559 
bound  volumes,  including  books  on  musical  theory,  musical  bi- 
ography, the  history  and  folk  lore  of  music,  as  well  as  music 
scores.  There  are  241  pieces  of  sheet  music,  most  of  which 
has  been  bound  with  heavy  paper  covers  for  convenience  in  cir- 
culating. 

The  music  room  has  been  completely  and  appropriately  fur- 
nished by  the  donor  as  a  general  music  work  room,  with  facili- 
ties for  copying  music  and  other  reference  use.  The  furniture 
is  of  mahogany  and  includes,  besides  a  beautifully  equipped 
writing  table,  a  Weber  pianola  piano  (themodist)  and  cabinet 
for  sheet  music  and  for  the  card  catalog.  Orders  have  been 
given  for  over  500  pianola  rolls,  of  which  195  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

On  March  10,  1908,  a  pianola  recital,  arranged  by 
Professor  Coe,  was  given  by  Mr.  Carroll  Brent  Chilton  of  New 
York,  to  demonstrate  the  use  of  the  pianola  and  to  explain  the 
scope  and  purpose  of  the  music  collection.  On  April  2,  1 908, 
the  collection  was  formally  presented  to  the  Library  by  the 
donor,  the  brief  program  of  exercises  being  held  in  Library  Hall. 
On  the  same  occasion  a  life  size  portrait  of  Mrs.  Sadie  Know- 
land  Coe  was  unveiled.  This  portrait,  painted  by  Ralph  Clark- 
son,  was  presented  by  Miss  Alice  Houston  on  behalf  of  many 
friends  of  Mrs.  Coe.  At  the  same  time  members  of  the  Alpha 
Chi  Omega  Sorority  presented  a  specially  designed  flower  vase, 
the  presentation  being  made  by  Miss  Grace  O.  Ericson.  The 
room  was  then  opened  for  public  inspection,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  it  was  opened  for  use. 
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1  he  policy  of  the  donor  is  a  most  liberal  one,  the  purpose 
being  to  perpetuate  the  twelve  years'  work  of  musical  culture 
carried  on  by  Mrs.  Coe  in  Evanston,  and  to  furnish  opportunity 
for  music  study,  especially  to  persons  whose  aims  are  those  of 
general  rather  than  professional  culture.  Following  this  gen- 
erous policy,  not  only  is  the  use  of  the  pianola  granted,  but  the 
whole  collection  is  available  for  home  use,  the  books,  bound 
scores,  sheet  music  and  pianola  rolls  are  loaned  upon  borrowers' 
cards,  subject  to  the  usual  Library  rules. 

During  the  first  month  an  attendant  was  in  the  room  for  six 
hours  each  day  to  explain  the  use  of  the  instrument.  Since  that 
time  the  hours  for  the  use  of  the  instrument  have  been  shortened 
to  three  hours  a  day,  at  present  1 0  A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.  Some 
evening  hours  will  probably  be  arranged  in  the  Fall.  The  room 
is  accessible  at  any  time  during  Library  hours  for  selection  or 
reference  use  of  the  books  and  music.  The  key  is  kept  at  the 
Loan  Desk  and  record  is  made  of  persons  using  the  room,  some 
member  of  the  Staff  giving  attendance  when  necessary. 

During  the  visits  of  some  of  the  eighth  grade  classes  from  the 
public  schools,  the  music  room  was  visited  and  selections 
played  for  them  from  the  composers  whose  lives  the  pupils  had 
been  studying. 

The  question  of  governing  the  use  of  the  instrument  is,  of 
course,  still  in  the  experimental  stage.  To  allow  it  to  serve  the 
large  measure  of  usefulness  made  possible  by  the  liberality  of 
the  donor  without  infringing  upon  the  quiet  either  of  Library 
patrons  or  Library  workers,  is  our  problem.  The  position  and 
construction  of  the  room  is  such  that  no  disturbance  of  the  quiet 
of  the  Reading  or  Reference  Rooms  has  been  noted.  The 
Loan  Desk,  the  work  rooms  and  the  neighbors  are  in  closer 
proximity,  and  possibly  some  extra  effort  toward  concentration 
of  thought  upon  work  in  hand  may  be  necessary.  (The  type- 
writer sometimes  insisting  upon  being  operated  in  waltz  time.) 

If  in  addition  to  the  privilege  of  access  to  such  a  collection  of 
music  it  shall  be  found  feasible  to  use  the  pianola,  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  plan  seem  boundless,  not  only  as  an  incentive  to 
music  study,  but  as  a  boon  to  the  hundreds  who  are  barred 
by  circumstances  from  the  technical  study  of  music. 

Mr.  Melvil  Dewey  in  a  recent  address  said,  in  contrasting 
the  old  with  the  modem  ideas  of  the  function  of  the  Library: 
"We  must  get  away  from  the  old  idea  that  a  library  is  a  reser- 
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voir  or  a  mere  collection  of  books.  It  is  the  center  now  of  edu- 
cation. Art  and  music  play  an  important  part  in  its  makeup, 
and  the  mechanical  piano  can  do  much  in  effecting  an  improve- 
ment in  people's  taste,  because  it  has  made  it  possible  to  bring 
the  great  masterpieces  into  the  home.  It  is  a  greater  agent  for 
effecting  the  betterment  of  humanity  than  the  printing  press." 

Another  notable  acquisition  is  the  gift  from 
MEDICAL  ^e  Evanston  Medical  Science  Library  Asso- 

SCIENCE  ciation  of  361  volumes  and  35  periodical  sub- 

SECTION  scriptions.     The  collection  as  it  now  stands  is 

mainly  a  reference  collection  and  forms  the 
nucleus  of  a  very  valuable  working  library  on  medical  science. 
While  at  present  it  is  primarily  for  the  medical  profession  and 
nurses,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  donors  to  add  from  time  to  time 
such  books  on  Child  Study,  Sanitation,  Hygiene  and  Nursing 
as  will  directly  benefit  the  public.  This  new  department  will 
serve  not  only  to  stimulate  the  desire  for  study  and  research, 
and  aid  the  public  through  the  better  equipment  of  the  medical 
profession,  but  will  add  materially  to  the  general  resources  of 
the  Library.  The  Medical  Science  Section  has  been  given  a 
place  on  the  second  floor  of  the  stack  room,  where  table  room 
is  provided  for  consultation  of  the  books  by  physicians  and 
medical  students.  The  circulation  and  use  of  the  books  will  be 
governed  by  Library  rules. 

A  gift  of  $50.00  was  received  from  Prof.  J.  H.  Wigmore 
for  purchase  of  books  for  this  department.  Collections  of  books 
were  given  by  the  following  persons:  Dr.  Sarah  Brayton,  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Clayton,  Mrs.  P.  L.  McKinnie,  Dr.  Charles  Adams, 
Dr.  Will  Walter,  Charles  J.  Morse  and  Dr.  George  Gould, 
Philadelphia. 

The  gift  from  Mrs.  W.  S.  Christopher  of 
CHRISTOPHER  410  volumes,  comprising  the  library  of  the  late 
LIBRARY  Dr.  W.  S.  Christopher,  will  add  very  mate- 

rially to  the  value  of  the  Medical  Science  Sec- 
tion. These  books  were  received  subsequent  to  the  closing  of 
our  year's  records,  and  will  be  added  to  next  year's  accessions. 

A  most  useful  gift,  and  one  perhaps  most  immediately  appre- 
ciated, was  that  of  $100.00  for  children's  books  from  Mrs. 
A.  H.  Gross,  in  the  name  of  her  little  daughters,  Theresa  and 
Freda.  The  157  volumes  which  were  purchased  with  this 
fund  were  very  carefully  selected  by  our  Children's  Librarian, 
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with  the  help  of  acknowledged  authorities.  The  character  of 
these  books  and  their  value  at  this  time  to  our  Children's  de- 
partment is  more  fully  described  in  the  report  of  that  depart- 
ment. These  books,  too,  were  received  just  as  our  year's 
records  were  closed,  and  will  be  counted  in  next  year's  record 
of  accessions. 

The  Evanston  Drama  Club  was  the  donor  of 
DRAMA  some  60  books  on    the    drama,    forming    the 

LIBRARY  nucleus  of  a  well   balanced   Drama   Library, 

which  it  is  the  hope  of  this  club  to  maintain. 
To  supplement  this  collection,  the  Drama  Club  placed  in  the 
Library  a  collection  of  books,  loaned  by  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago Extension  Department,  covering  the  subjects  of  the  course 
of  lectures  by  Prof.  William  Norman  Guthrie  of  the  University 
of  Chicago.  Although  these  books  were  drawn  only  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Drama  Club,  they  were  available  while  here  for 
reference  use  of  any  readers,  and  as  many  of  them  were  dupli- 
cates, the  demand  upon  such  books  in  our  Library  was  more 
easily  met. 

Among  a  number  of  valuable  and  interesting  books  given  by 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Grey  is  Zahn's  Ornamente  und  Gemalde  aus 
Pompeii,  Herculaneum  and  Stabiae,  a  large  folio  with  beautiful 
colored  plates,  and  Greard's  Meissonier,  his  life  and  art. 

Mrs.  Caroline  K.  Sherman  of  Chicago  was  the  donor  of 
1  33  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works,  making  a  useful  acquisition 
to  our  various  departments. 

The  tasteful  furnishings  in  the  Directors*  Room,  the  gift  of 
Mr.  R.  C.  Lake,  and  the  decorating  of  the  walls  and  ceilings 
of  the  building,  made  possible  by  gift  of  Mr.  Willam  L. 
Brown,  are  described  in  your  President's  report. 

The  furnishing  and  equipment  of  our  Staff 

STAFF  Room   and   Kitchen   was   undertaken   by   the 

ROOM  various  Women's  clubs  of  Evanston,  and  was 

carried  out  by  a  committee  under  the  general 

chairmanship  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  Humphrey. 

The  furnishings  consist  of  handsome  fumed  oak,  leather  cov- 
ered furniture,  rug  and  curtains.  The  kitchen  is  equipped  with 
china,  glass  and  silverware  and  the  necessary  kitchen  utensils. 
The  gas  stove  was  the  gift  of  the  Northwestern  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Company.  Other  assistance  in  furnishing  this  and  other 
rooms  was  given  by  H.  C.  Colby,  Thomas  E.  Connor,  Miss 
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Minnie  Phelps,  the  Staff  of  Lunt  Library,  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, and  the  Northwestern  Bindery.  Practical  use  of  the 
Staff  Room  was  made  on  March  9,  when  the  Staff  entertained 
at  luncheon  the  Senior  class  of  the  Illinois  Library  School  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  annual  school  visit  to  the  libraries  of  Chi- 
cago and  vicinity. 

This  room,  which  affords  an  opportunity  for  a  stormy  day 
lunch  and  place  of  noon  rest,  as  well  as  place  for  Staff  meet- 
ings, has  added  a  great  measure  of  comfort  and  pleasure  to 
those  employed  in  the  Library.  On  behalf  of  Librarian  and 
assistants  our  grateful  appreciation  of  this  kindness  from  our 
friends  is  here  recorded. 

The  beautiful  bronze  clock  in  the  librarian's  office  was  pur- 
chased with  part  of  the  gift  of  $50.00  from  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Wigmore,  which  was  recorded  in  last  year's  report. 
Time  has  failed  to  make  suitable  selection  for  use  of  the  re- 
mainder of  this  fund. 

A  life  size  portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Frederick  Poole 
was  loaned  to  the  library  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Z.  S.  Hoi- 
brook,  and  has  been  hung  in  the  Directors'  Room.  Especially 
appropriate  in  the  public  library  is  the  portrait  of  this  "Nestor" 
of  the  library  profession — called  by  Mr.  Dewey  "the  apostle 
of  the  modern  library  movement."  Dr.  Poole,  who  was  an 
honored  resident  of  Evanston  while  Librarian  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  and  later  of  the  Newberry  Library,  is  better 
known,  perhaps,  to  library  users  of  today  through  his  monu- 
mental work,  Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature. 

The  Loan  Department 

The  report  of  Miss  Bertha  S.  Bliss,  Chief  of  this  Depart- 
ment, is  largely  comprised  in  the  appended  tables  of  statistics. 

A  comparison  of  the  classes  of  books  lent 
CIRCULATION  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  index  to  this 
OF  BOOKS  part  of  the  work.  The  percentage  of  fiction 

circulated  remains  about  the  same,  showing  a 
gain  of  but  1 . 1  per  cent.  The  classes  of  fine  arts  and  litera- 
ture show  the  greatest  gains,  the  first  showing  increase  of  3 1  5 
volumes,  or  18  per  cent,  and  the  latter  946  volumes,  or  about 
I  6  per  cent  over  last  year.  Our  gifts  of  books  on  music  and 
the  drama  have  given  this  impetus  to  the  use  of  those  classes. 
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and  this  suggests  the  possibilities  of  usefulness  open  to  the  Li- 
brary with  an  adequate  book  fund.  Our  greatest  need  at  the 
present  time  is  a  fund  for  the  strengthening  of  our  various  de- 
partments of  books,  and  we  hope  soon,  with  expert  help  in  the 
selection,  to  make  recommendation  of  such  books  as  are  most 
needed,  trusting  that  the  funds  for  their  purchase  may  be 
forthcoming. 

New  readers'  cards  were  issued  during  the 
REGISTRATION   year  to  the  number  of  3,217,  an  increase  of 
483  over  last  year's  registration. 

Our  Renting  Collection  of  duplicates  is  still 
RENTING  a  very  popular  feature,  and  its  use  is  steadily 

COLLECTION  growing,  our  better  room  and  facilities  allow- 
ing of  larger  duplication.  The  same  discrimi- 
nation is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  books  for  this  collection, 
and  books  are  duplicated  according  to  the  demand.  Detailed 
report  of  this  collection  is  appended. 

Reference  Department  and  Reading  Room 

Miss  Flora  N.  Hay,  Librarian  in  charge  of  the  Reference 
Department  and  Reading  Room,  reports  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  readers  and  reference  workers. 

In  the  Reading  Room  32  readers  are  ac- 
READING  commodated  at  the  tables,  and  during  the  after- 

ROOM  noons  these  tables  are  usually  all  occupied. 

In  this  room  are  kept  the  current  periodicals, 
except  those  of  the  Medical  and  Children's  departments,  and 
a  large  number  of  bound  volumes  of  the  more  popular  maga- 
?ines.  The  bulletin  board  is  kept  supplied  with  reading  lists 
and  announcements. 

The  statue  of  Psyche,  given  us  last  year  by  the  late  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Burnet,  stands  in  front  of  the  long  south  window  and 
lends  an  additional  artistic  touch  to  the  room. 

Reference  workers  are  appreciating  thoroughly  the  quiet  and 
increased  facilities  of  our  beautiful  Reference  Room,  which  has 
capacity  for  48  persons  at  the  tables. 

Here,  in  addition  to  the  1 ,325  volumes  of  general  reference 
books,  about  1 ,000  volumes  of  bound  periodicals  are  shelved, 
the  recent  unbound  numbers  being  placed  in  pamphlet  boxes 
beside  the  bound  volumes. 
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Books  have  been  reserved  as  usual  for  University,  Academy, 
High  School  and  Study  classes. 

Classes  of  eighth  grade  pupils  from  the  public  schools  visited 
the  Library  and  were  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  periodical 
indexes  and  other  reference  books,  as  well  as  the  card  catalog. 
This   Department  has  charge  of   recording 
PERIODICALS      and  filing  all  periodicals,  except  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Medical    Section,    which    are  re- 
corded in  the  Catalog  Department  and  are  filed  in  that  sec- 
tion.     The  Children's  periodicals  are  kept  in  the  Children's 
Room. 

The  following  periodicals  were  added  to  our  list: 

By  gift  from  Prof.  George  A.  Coe: 

Le  Menestrel. 

Le  Monde  Musical. 

Musical  Courier. 

Musical  Times. 

Musician. 

New  Music  Review. 

By  Gift  from  other  sources: 

Academian.      (Publisher.) 

Lutheran  Woman's  Work.    (Woman's  Missionary  Society 
St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church.) 

Midland.      (Charles  G.  Blanden.) 

Woman's  Missionary  Friend.      (Publishers.) 

Periodicals  currently  received: 

By  subscription  at  a  cost  of  $260.70 119 

By  gift    24 


Total    v:....... ; 143 

Our  subscription  list  includes  duplicate  copies  of  fifteen  peri- 
odicals, of  which  nine  are  used  in  the  circulating  department. 

The    following    reference    lists    have    been 

REFERENCE        compiled  by  Miss  Hay  during  the  year,  the 

LISTS  first  two  lists  having  been  printed  in  bulletin 

form,  the  clubs    sharing    in    the    expense    of 

printing. 

English  and  American  Literature  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
(Printed  for  the  Pierian  Club.) 

General  Literature.     (Printed  for  the  Fortnightly  Club.) 
Playgrounds. 
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Postal  Savings  Banks. 

Parcels  Post. 

Edward  MacDowell. 

Reading  Lists  on  the  Operas  given  during  the  winter. 

Paul  Hervieu. 

August  Strindberg. 

Emily  Dickinson. 

The  important  reference  books  purchased  during  the  year 
include  the  following: 

Bryan's  Dictionary  of  Painters  and  Engravers.  5  vol.  1903. 

Poole's  Index.     Vol.  6. 

Cambridge  History  of  English  Literature.   1908. 

Edgren:     Italian  and  English  Dictionary.      1902. 

The  work  of  moving  the  reference  books,  including  the 
bound  periodicals,  and  adapting  them  to  the  new  conditions 
required  very  careful  thought  and  involved  much  hard  work 
on  the  part  of  this  department. 

The  collection  belonging  to  the  Evanston 
EVANSTON  Historical  Society,  now  very  carefully  arranged 
HISTORICAL  and  partly  indexed,  will  prove  a  very  valuable 
SOCIETY  addition  to  the  resources  of  the  Library.  This 

collection  consists  of  books,  pamphlets,  manu- 
scripts, photographs  and  clippings,  covering  not  only  local 
history,  but  general  Americana.  The  Historical  Room  on  the 
ground  floor  is  accessible,  under  the  supervision  of  our  Staff,  to 
reference  users. 

Catalog  Department 

Miss  Gertrude  L.  Brown,  Chief  of  this  DC- 
CATALOGING  partment,  reports  about  5,000  cards  added 
to  the  public  card  catalog.  The  chief  work 
of  this  department  was  the  preparation  of  the  books  and  music 
for  the  Coe  Music  Room,  including  about  550  volumes,  and 
the  books  and  periodicals  for  the  Medical  Science  Section.  A 
card  catalog  was  made  for  the  Coe  Room,  which  includes  not 
only  all  books  and  music  in  that  room,  but  all  the  books  on 
music  in  the  Library's  collection.  The  catalog  for  the  Coe 
Music  Collection  was  also  duplicated  for  the  public  card  cata- 
log. As  far  as  possible,  the  printed  cards  from  the  Library  of 
Congress  were  used  for  both  these  collections,  but  these  were 
not  available  for  printed  music.  The  367  volumes  comprising 
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the  Medical  Section  have  been  prepared  for  use,  and  the  card 
catalog,  which  is  partially  made,  will  be  completed  in  the 
early  Fall.  In  the  classification  and  arrangement  of  the  medical 
books,  valuable  aid  was  received  from  the  John  Crerar  Li- 
brary, Chicago. 

This   department    has    supervision    of    all 
BINDING  binding  and  repairing  of  books  and  periodicals. 

AND  Besides   the    1 ,367   volumes   which   make   up 

REPAIRING  our  regular  binding  report,  there  were  some 
440  volumes  of  music  scores  and  sheet  music 
bound  for  the  Coe  Collection,  and  a  large  number  of  medical 
periodicals  prepared  for  binding.  The  expense  of  binding  the 
music  and  the  medical  books  is  met  by  the  donors  of  these  two 
sections. 

Our  quarterly  bulletin  of  new    books    has 
BULLETIN  been  prepared  and  published  as  usual. 

The  plans  of  the  Catalog  Department  for 
the  coming  year  include  the  cataloging  and  arranging  for  public 
use  of  many  sets  of  U.  S.  government  documents  and  Illinois 
Laws  and  Reports,  all  of  which  contain  much  valuable  matter, 
but  which,  until  now,  have  been  stored  for  lack  of  room. 
A  new  Remington  typewriter  will  greatly  facilitate  the  work. 

The  general  supervision  of  the  book  stacks 
THE  and  of  the  work  of  the  Pages  also  belongs  to 

BOOK  this  department.      Hence  a  large  part  of  the 

STACKS  work  of  moving  and  settling  in  the  new  build- 

ing was  planned  and  executed  by  the  Head 
Cataloger.  The  plans  for  moving  required  very  careful  prepa- 
ration, and  details  were  discussed  and  worked  out  months  in 
advance.  After  careful  study  and  much  readjustment  of  shelv- 
ing plans,  the  following  classes,  which  are  most  used,  were 
placed  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Stack  Room,  easily  accessible 
from  the  Loan  Desk:  Fiction,  Literature,  Religion,  History, 
Biography  and  Travel. 

Children's  Department 

There  is  so  much  of  pleasure  and  comfort 
THE  about  our  new  building,    the    work,    though 

CHILDREN'S  much  larger,  is  all  so  much  more  easily  done, 
ROOM  that  we  seem  to  have  entered  a  new  existence. 

Nowhere  is  this  new  order  of  things  more  felt 
than  in  our  Children's  Room,  where  tables  and  chairs  of  two 
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different  sizes  accommodate  about  fifty  children.  Miss  Ida  F. 
Wright,  Children's  Librarian,  says  in  her  report  of  the  work: 
"The  beauty  of  the  new  building  has  so  impressed  the  chil- 
dren that  there  is  no  longer  the  inclination  to  disorderly  con- 
duct; in  fact,  the  problem  of  discipline  has  been  reduced 
almost  to  a  minimum,  even  though  at  times  every  chair  is  oc- 
cupied and  children  are  standing  at  the  shelves  selecting  books." 
The  number  of  .books  in  this  department  is 
CHILDREN'S  less  than  last  year  by  265  volumes,  as  it  was 
BOOKS  necessary  to  withdraw  376.wornout  volumes, 

while  only  1  1  1  were  purchased  from  our  book 
fund.  The  greatest  care  is  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  chil- 
dren's books:  acknowledged  authorities  are  consulted  and  many 
books  examined  before  being  bought.  Ten  periodicals  are  kept 
on  file  in  this  room. 

In  spite  of  the  lack  of  books,  a  decided  gain  in  circulation  is 
shown  for  the  first  four  months  in  the  new  building,  the  gain 
being  2,407  volumes.  Of  this  number,  the  gain  in  books  of 
non-fiction  was  2,045.  Our  mounted  picture  collection  is  now 
in  charge  of  this  department,  and  954  pictures  were  circulated 
during  the  year. 

The  report  of  the  Children's  Department  records  a  more 
active  interest  on  part  of  the  parents,  thus  promoting  that  ac- 
quaintanceship and  co-operation  between  parent  and  librarian 
which  is  mutually  helpful. 

The   1  5  7  books  presented  by  Theresa  and 
THE  Freda  Gross  have  given  very  great  pleasure, 

GROSS  and  their  acquisition  at  a  time  when  our  Chil- 

GIFT  dren's  Collection  was  much  depleted  has  done 

much  to  promote  the  reading  of  good  books. 
In  the  selection  of  these  books  the  aim  was  to  secure  a  collec- 
tion of  standard  books  in  the  most  attractive  editions,  and  Miss 
Wright  says:  "The  books  in  themselves  are  so  attractive  that 
little  but  the  seeing  and  handling  of  the  book  is  needed  to  in- 
duce the  child  to  read  it.  Our  greatest  need  is  more  of  just 
such  books." 

The  room  has  a  large  patronage  from  the 

READING  younger  children,  and  the  need  of  a  Story  hour 

CLUBS  does  not  seem  so  apparent  as  that  of  reading 

clubs  among  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  grammar 

grades,  and  the  report  urges  the  use  of  our  "Club  Room"  for 


EVANSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  25 

such  purpose.  The  "Club  Room"  will,  we  think,  be  a  more 
appropriate  name  for  the  room  on  the  ground  floor  heretofore 
designated  the  "Boys'  Room."  We  want  the  girls  to  have  a 
share  in  the  interesting  things  which  we  believe  may  be  made 
possible  there.  Our  suggestions  for  making  this  room  attrac- 
tive and  useful  include  club  hours  for  young  people  and  for 
teachers'  use,  free  lectures,  with  stereopticon  and  reflectoscope, 
Btereographic  views  and  stereographs. 

The  number  of  books  reported  as  sent  to 
SCHOOL  the  schools  is  twice  that  of  last  year.     The  re- 

WORK  port  further  says:     "We  wish  to  express  our 

thanks  to  the  teachers  for  the  interest  they  have 
created  among  the  children  in  reading  and  in  coming  to  the  Li- 
brary during  the  Summer.  Each  school  was  visited  and  sev- 
eral of  the  eighth  grade  classes  visited  the  Library  and  were  in- 
structed in  the  use  of  the  card  catalog  and  reference  books.  One 
of  the  fifth  grades  of  a  distant  school  visited  the  Library  and 
used  as  a  subject  for  the  next  composition,  "My  Trip  to  the  Li- 
brary." 

The  Staff 

By  your  action  of  December  26,  1907,  designation  was 
made  of  the  various  positions  on  the  Staff,  as  recorded  on  the 
second  page  of  this  Report.  On  April  9,  1908,  a  new  posi- 
tion was  opened  for  general  assistant.  In  accordance  with  certi- 
fication of  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  Miss  Frances  Spining 
was  appointed  to  fill  this  position,  and  entered  upon  her  duties 
on  April  27,  1908.  The  two  positions  of  Page  are  filled  by 
students,  and  have  been  held  in  turn  during  the  year  by 
Maurice  Leigh  and  Ralph  Pansier,  and  by  Charles  Ross  Dines 
and  Hassel  Smith. 

In  accordance  with  your  action  of  May  28, 
VACATIONS  1908,  the  schedule  of  vacations  was  fixed  ac- 
cording to  length  of  service,  as  follows:  Up 
to  3  years,  2  weeks;  between  3  and  10  years,  3  weeks;  over 
1  0  years,  4  weeks.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  so  able  a  Staff, 
well  fitted  for  their  work,  and  showing  at  all  times  a  genuine 
devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Library. 

Following  the  plan  inaugurated  last  year  by 

APPRENTICES     the  Illinois  Library  School,  one  of  their  Senior 

class  was  assigned  to  us  for  apprentice  work 

for  the  month  of  February.     This  plan  still  proves  helpful  both 
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to  the  Library  and  to  the  student  of  library  methods.  Five 
other  apprentices  have  spent  terms  of  three  months  each  at  the 
Library,  admission  to  this  apprentice  term  being  given  by  a 
simple  written  test. 

Library  Extension 

The  larger  and  better  facilities  of  our  new 
DEPOSIT  building  will  materially  aid  in  extending  the  Li- 

STATIONS  brary's  field  of  usefulness.     The  requests  from 

three  sections  of  our  city  for  Branch  Libraries 
were  not  granted,  owing  to  lack  of  funds.  With  an  adequate 
book  fund,  this  demand  might  be  met  by  Deposit  Stations, 
collections  of  books  being  sent  and  exchanged  from  time  to  time. 
The  establishment  of  such  stations  and  the  enlargement  of  our 
school  libraries  would  be  of  first  importance  in  this  field.  Co- 
operation with  the  School  Board  might  be  gained  for  both  of 
these  plans. 

Another  field  now  open  to  us  for  popular- 
FREE  izing  the  Library  and  making  it  serve  as  a  still 

LECTURES  larger   educational   factor   is   the   free   lecture. 

Library  Hall,  located  on  the  ground  floor,  has 
been  used  on  three  such  occasions:  Mention  has  been  made 
of  Mr.  Chilton's  pianola  recital  on  March  10.  On  February 
29  an  illustrated  lecture  on  Early  Evanston  was  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Evanston  Historical  Society,  by  Mr.  J. 
Seymour  Currey,  president  of  the  society.  The  weather  being 
inclement,  this  lecture  was  repeated  March  14.  On  the  even- 
ing of  April  10,  Dr.  Robert  H.  Babcock  of  Chicago  gave  an 
illustrated  lecture  on  Tuberculosis,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Evanston  Medical  Science  Library  Association.  All  lectures 
were  well  attended  and  received  with  great  appreciation. 

For  your  generous  appreciation  of  services  of  Staff,  as  shown 
by  advance  in  salaries,  and  for  your  encouragement  at  all  times 
in  our  work,  we  thank  you  most  heartily. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  BOYDEN  LINDSAY, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 
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Classified  Contents  of  the  Library 


General  works 
Philosophy      .... 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology         .... 
Natural  science     . 
Useful  arts      .... 

Fine  arts 

Literature 

History      .      .      .      .     ., 

Travel 

Biography        .... 

Fiction 

Books  for  young  people  . 


Totals    ....     40.548     1,514       556     41,506 


May  31. 

Added 
during 

Withdrawn    Totals, 
during       May  31 

1907 

year 

year 

1908 

4424 

125 

1 

4548 

609 

7 

2 

614 

1107 

22 

1129 

3595 

75 

3670 

188 

3 

191 

1579 

16 

1595 

1328 

23 

1 

1350 

1598 

436 

4 

2030 

4367 

92 

8 

4451 

3115 

57 

3 

3169 

2571 

33 

2 

2602 

3210 

102 

1 

3311 

7590 

412 

158 

7844 

5267 

111 

376 

5002 

Circulation 


Children 


Total 


Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  Adults 

home  use 69,645      15,636     85,281 

Total  volumes  lent  for  home  use     93,244     25,078118,322 

Books  used  in  the  library   (estimated)  36,412 

The  1,747  volumes  sent  to  the  schools  were  used  as  follows: 

1 ,005  volumes  circulated  for  home  use  4,424  times. 

742  volume?  used  for  reference  in  school  room.     (Books 

freely  used  by  pupils,  no  statistics  of  reference  use.) 
Largest  circulation  for  one  day,  December  21,    1907 

(last  day  in  old  building) 1,411 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  day,  February  18,  1908  152 
Largest  circulation  for  one  month,  February  .  .  .  12,255 
Smallest  circulation  for  one  full  month,  July  .  .  .  8, 1 44 
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Classes  of  Books  Lent 


ADULTS       PER  CENT 


CHILDREN 


General  works 

2,052 

1.7 

Mythology,  fairy  tales, 

Philosophy 

1,045 

.9 

etc. 

2,934 

Religion 

1,018 

.9 

Sociology 

1,544 

1.3 

Language 

115 

.2 

Natural  science 

867 

.7 

Natural    science    and 

Useful  arts 

1,105 

.9 

useful  arts 

1,268 

Fine  arts 

2,130 

1.8 

Fine  arts  and  literature 

2,170 

Literature 

6,934 

5.9 

Travel 

2,009 

1.7 

Travel   and  history 

2,317 

History 

2,378 

2. 

Biography 

2,402 

2. 

Biography 

753 

Fiction 

69,645 

58.9 

Stories 

15,636 

Total,  to  adults  93,244 
Total,  to  chil- 
dren 25,078     21.1 

118,322     100. 


25,078 


Registration  of  Readers 

Cards  in  force  May  31,    1907     .     .     .      5,444 
New   cards   issued 3,217 


Cards   expired   during   the   year 
Cards  in  force  May  31,    1908 


8,661 
2,673 

5,988 
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Binding  and  Repairing 

Bound  for  the  first  time     330  volumes  at  a  cost  of     $252.00 
Rebound  1 037  volumes  at  a  cost  of       577.50 


Total  1  367  volumes  at  a  cost  of     $829.50 

Books  repaired  in  the  library      1771 
Books  relabeled  in  the  library        469 


2240 


Rental  Collection  of  Duplicates 

Volumes  in  the  collection  May  31,  1907     .     .  159 

(error  in  last  year's  records) 
Purchased  during  the  year 423 


582 
Volumes  transferred  to  main  library: — 

Entered    in   Accession    book 26 

Made  free  without  accessioning       ....      325  351 


Volumes  in  rental  collection,  May  31,  1908     .  231 

Rental  at  5  cents  per  week  per  book     ....  $388. 1 0 

Fines  at  2  cents  per  day  for  overdue  books     .      .  1  39.80 

Sale  of  duplicates  no  longer  needed 7.65 


535.55 
Books  purchased    (423)    for  this  collection     .      .        413.79 


Balance  for  year $1.21.76 
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Annual  Financial  Statement,  May  31,1 908 
Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer, 

May  31,  1907 $9,706.43 

Received  from  taxation,  1907-1908: — 

July  5,  1907,  County  Collector  $1,500.00 
Aug.  29,  1 907,  "County  Collector  1 ,500.00 
Dec.  16,  1907,  County  Collector  2,135.76 
March  26,  1 908,  Town  Collector  5,500.00  1 0,635.76 


$20,342.19 
Petty  cash : 
Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian 

May  31,  1907    .     .  $309.38 

Fines $690.93 

Duplicate  cards     .     .     .  5.95 

Transient  memberships     .          14.75 
Books  lost  or  damaged  and 

paid  for       ....          31.32 
Rental  from  duplicate 

books 388.10 

Fines  from  duplicate  books        1 39.80 
Fines  from  the  Coe  Music 

Collection    ....  1.32 

Sale  of  books  from  main 

library         .85 

Sale  of  books  from  Rental 

Collection    ....  7.65 

Sale  of  request  postals      .          33. 1 0 
From  study  clubs  for  part 

cost  of  printing  lists     .  7.50 

Catalogs  sold  .      .     .      .  2. 1 5 

Miscellaneous  receipts : — 

Rebate    on    insurance 

pob'cies    ....          54.65 

Sale    of    furniture  and 

fixtures     ....          39.50 

Sundry  items     .     .  3.49      1,421.06     1,730.44 

$22,072.63 
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Disbursements 

Books : — 

For  main  library,  $787.66 
For  rental  col- 
lection      .     .    413.79   1201.45 

Periodicals 276.86 

Binding 252.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures   .  569.86     2300.17 


Operating  expenses: — 

Rebinding 577.50 

Salaries — Librarian      and 

staff 5397.50 

Janitor  service     ....      745.00 

Heat  and  light: — 

Old  building,    675.40      . 

New  building,  632.84     .   1308.24 

Printing 224.50 

Postage  and  stationery       .      121.48 

Library  supplies      .      .      .      149.34 

Maintenance       ....      138.51 

Refunded  for    lost    book 

found 1.50 

Insurance 423.00 

Janitor's  supplies     .      .      .        35.85 

Moving : — 

Cleaning,  boxing,  old  BIdg.      1  54.83 

Cleaning,    shelving,    new 

BIdg 131.42 

Moving  incidentals       .     .        44.58 

Incidental  expenses        .      .      728.08 

Incidental  expenses,  tem- 
porary page  service  new 
building 87.30 

Incidental  expenses,  grounds       27.72 

Transferred  from  Library 

Fund  to  Building  Fund  4,000.00  14,296.35   16,596.52 


Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1908  $5,476.1  1 
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Balance  library  fund       ....      $4,818.21 
Balance  petty  cash  in  hands  • 

Librarian    .t 657.90     $5,476.11 

City   Treasurer's   balance 

May  31.  1908      .     $5,384.07 
which   includes  miscel- 
laneous bills  for  May, 
1908,    not   paid    until 
June  1 565.86 


$4,818.21 


Coe  Endowment  Fund 

June  1 ,  1 907.  Gift  of  George  A.  Coe,  Evanston 
Improvement  bonds,  bearing  in- 
terest at  5  per  cent,  valued  at 

par $3,000.00 

Jan.      1 ,  1 908.      Interest  paid  for  one  year 1  50.00 

April  1 ,  1 908.  Addition  to  fund  made  by  George 
A.  Coe,  Evanston  Improvement 
bonds,  bearing  interest  at  5  per 
cent,  valued  at  par 2,000.00 


Total  bonds  and  interest.  .  .  .$5,150.00 
Note:     No  disbursements  from  the  income  of  this  fund  have 
been  made  as  yet. 

(Signed)  HENRY  J.  WALLINGFORD, 
August  1  7,  1 908.          Treasurer  Coe  Endowment  Fund. 
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County  of  Cook   )  ^o 
State  of  Illinois    \  * 

Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay  being  duly  sworn  says,  that  she  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library  of 
the  City  of  Evanston,  in  said  county  and  state,  and  that  the 
foregoing  statements  exhibiting  the  financial  transactions,  the 
accession  and  withdrawal  of  books,  the  duplicate  renting  col- 
lection, binding  and  repairs,  and  periodicals  for  the  year  end- 
ing May  31,  1908,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge 
and  belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Secretary. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1  3th  day  of  August, 
1908. 

ELIZABETH  A.  HERMES, 

Notary  Public. 
[Seal] 
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Gifts  of  Books  and  Pamphlets  to 

May  31,  1908 

v.      P. 

Adriance  Memorial  Library,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  1 

Allegheny,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Free  Library     ...  2 

Ambrose,   Lodilla 1 

American     Academy     of     Ophthalmology     and 

Otolaryngology 1 

American  Association  to  Promote  Speech  to  the 

Deaf 1 

Anti-cruelty  Society,  Chicago 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Carnegie  Library 6 

Beebe,  {Catherine 1 

Belleville,  111.,  Public  Library 1 

Benz,  August 1 

Blanden,   C.   G 1 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  N.  Y 1 

Boston,  Mass.,  Public  Library 13 

Braddock,  Pa,  Carnegie  Free  Library  and  Car- 
negie club    ....          2 

Bromley,  Eng.,  Public  Library 2 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences — 

Children's  Museum  Library 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 11 

Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.,  College 3 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 1 

Burlington,  la.,  Free  Public  Library     .... 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal 3 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library     ....  10 

Canada,  Superintendent  of  Immigration    . 

Canadian  Archives 1 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  1 

Carnegie  Institution,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 

Carpenter,  O.  F 8 

Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  Free  Public  Library    . 
Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  N.  Y. 

Chicago  Academy  of  Science 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railroad     ....        1  1 
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Chicago  Art  Institute     .....»,...  14 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 1 

Chicago  Harbor  Commission 1 

Chicago  Historical  Society 2 

Chicago — Mayor »     .        2 

Chicago  Municipal  Library 6 

Chicago  Park  Commission 1 

Chicago  Public  Library 10 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary 4 

Chicago  University 8 

Chicago  Woman's  Club ,  1 

Cleveland,  O.,  Public  Library 1 

Clews,    Henry 2 

Coe,  Prof.  George  A.  559  vol.,  241  pieces  sheet 

music,  195  pianola  rolls. 

Colorado  University,  Boulder,  Col 

Cornell  University  Library,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.     .     . 

Crook,  A.  R 1 

Currey,  J  S.  .      .      .      . 4 

Davenport,  la.,  Public  Library 1 

Davis,  Dr.  N.  S 2 

Dayton,  O.,  Public  Library  and  Museum       .      . 

Decatur,  111.,  Free  Public  Library 6 

Depew,  Chauncey  M 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library 1 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library,  Washington, 

D.  C 

Dover,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 5 

Drama  Club  of  Evanston 59 

Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.      . 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Earlham  College,  Richmond,  Ind 

East  St.  Louis,  111.,  Free  Public  Library     ...  2 

Elgin,  111.,  Academy 1 

Emeline    Fairbanks    Memorial    Library,    Terre 

Haute,  Ind 1 

Emmet,  T.  A 2 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.     .      . 

Erie,  Pa.,  Public  Library 2 
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Evanston   Academy 1 

Evanston  Branch  of  the  Socialist  Party     ...      10 

Evanston  Hospital  Association 1 

Evanston  Index  Company 1 

Evanston  Medical  Science  Association     .      .      .361 

Evanston  Press  Company 1 

Evanston  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union        J 

Evanston  Woman's  Club 1 

First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  Sunday  School, 

Evanston 2 

Fitchburg,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.     ...  1 

Furnival,  Wm.  J '  1 

Galesburg,  111.,  Free  Public  Library     ....  3 

Gilbert  M.  Simmons  Library,  Kenosha,  Wis.       .  1 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library  ....  11 

Grey,  Charles  F 16 

Gross,  Theresa  and  Freda 157 

Hackley  Public  Library,  Muskegon,  Mich.  .•  6 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass.       ...  2 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Hemenway,  Dr.  H.  B 1 

Henriksen,  G 1 

Hintermeister,    Julia 8 

Horning,   Mrs.    M.    B.        .......         1  1 

Howard,  Mrs.  M.  L 20 

Humphrey,   Wirt  E 1  2 

Hunt  Brothers,   Chicago 1 

Illinois  Labor  Statistics   Bureau,   Springfield,   111.         1 
Illinois  State  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities, 

Springfield,    111.      .........  4 

Illinois  State   Historical   Society,   Springfield,   III.        2  3 

Illinois  State  Penitentiary,  Joliet,  111 1 

Illinois  University,   Champaign,   111 25 

Indiana  Public  Library  Commission,  Indianapolis, 

Ind 4 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Public  Library       ....  8 

Iowa  Library  Commission,  Des  Moines,  la.   .  4 

Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  la.  4 
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J.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial  Library,  Carlisle,  Pa.  4 

Japanese    and    Korean    Exclusion    League,    San 

Francisco,  Cal I 

John  Crerar  Library,   Chicago 3 

Joliet,  111.,  Public  Library 10 

Kable  Brothers  Company,  Mount  Morris,  111.     .        1 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Public  Library     ....  4 

Kedzie,  Mrs.  J.  H 8 

Kidder,  Henry  M 1 

Kimball,    John 1 

Lake  Forest,  111.,  University 2 

Lake,  Mrs.  R.  C 12 

Lake  Mohonk,  N.  Y.,  Conference       ....  2 

Lansing,  Mich.,  Public  School  Library     ...  2 

League  of  American  Municipalities,  Chicago       .  1 

Ledyard,  L.  C 1 

Levere,  Wm  C 3 

Lewis  Institute,  Chicago 4 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  City  Library 2 

Lloyd,  H.  D 1 

Loba,  Rev.  J.  F 4 

Longley,  Mrs.  J.  E 5 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Chamber  of  Commerce     .      .        2 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library       ....  1 

Luther  League  of  America 1 

McClurg,  A.  C.  and  Company,  Chicago     .      .        1 
Madison,  Wis.,  Free  Public  Library  ....  3 

Manitowoc,  Wis.,  Public  Library       ....  1 

Marshalltown,  la.,  Free  Public  Library     ...  1 

Massachusetts   Institute    of   Technology,    Boston, 

Mass 1 

Medford,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Meese,  Wm.  A 1 

Merchants'  Association  of  New  York     ...  2 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich.  6 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners, 

Lansing,   Mich 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich.    ...  1 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library        ....  6 
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Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library     ....  2 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,   Mass.  2 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Carnegie  Library     ....  2 
National    Association    of    Manufacturers,    New 

York 

National  Indian  Association,  New  York  ...  1 
National  Woman  Suffrage  Association,  Warren, 

0 2 

Neenah,  Wis.,  Public  Library 1 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library     ...  11 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 2 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Public  Library       ....  1 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 2 

New  York  Public  Library 13 

New  York  State  Education  Department,  Albany, 

N.  Y 1 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y.      .      .  6 
North  Dakota  State  Geological  Survey,  Bismarck, 

N.  D 1 

Northwestern  University 2 

Noyes,  Alice  R 1 

Olivet,  Mich.,  College 1 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Public  Library 7 

Osaka,  Japan,  Library         1 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.     .      .  11 

Ottumwa,  la.,  Public  Library 1 

Peaslee,  John  B 1 

Peoria,  111.,  Public  Library 7 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  City  Institute 1 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Library 2 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.      .  10 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  University 1 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Athenaeum 1 

Providence,  R.   I.,  Public  Library     ....  4 

Railway  News  Bureau,  Chicago 1 

Rew.  H.  C 1 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y.        .      .    f*  1 

Ridlon,    Margaret 4 

Riley,  Mrs.  Alice  C.  D 1 
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Rochester,  N.  Y.,  University 1 

Rockford.  111..  College 1 

Rockford,  111.,  Public  Library 11 

Rodeffer,  J.  D 1 

Rogers,  James  G 1 

Rogers  and  Woodyat,  Chicago 1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library  ....  3 

St.   Louis,   Mo.,  Mercantile  Library  Association  1 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library 11 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Public  Library 2 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 11 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Public  Library     ....  13 

Scheerer,  Mrs.  C 6 

Schimberg,   Peter 9 

Schultz,  M.  C 1 

Scotl,  Prof.  Walter  D 1 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library 1 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Public  Library 2 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  Public  Library 1 

Seymour  Library,  Auburn,  N.  Y 4 

Sherer,  Katherine 1 

Sherman,   Mrs.   Caroline  K 133 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn.      .      .  12 

Simplified  Spelling  Board,  New  York       ...  3 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass 1 

Society  for  the  Study  of  the  Typography  of  the 

1 5th  Century,  New  York 1 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association  .      .  2 

Spurgeon,  Mrs.  Mary  P 1 

Stevens  and  Company,  Chicago 2 

Still  College  of  Osteopathy,  Kirksville,  Mo.  .      .  1 

Stone,  George  F 2 

Strenstrand,  A.  J 1 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 1 

Taylor,  C.  F 4 

Terry,  Milton  S 1 

Texas  University,  Austin,  Tex 1 

Thomas  Publishing  Company,  New  York     .      .  1 

Toledo,  O.,  Public  Library 1 
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Trenton,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library     ....  3 

Tufts  College  Library,  Boston,  Mass.       ...  1 

United  States  Government 21         563 

Viquesney   Publishing   Company,    Terre    Haute, 

Ind 1 

Wadia,  P.  A 

Warder  Public  Library,  Springfield,  O.  1 

Ware,  C.  E 3 

Wellesley,  Mass.,  College 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn.        .      .  1 

Western     Reserve     University     Library    School, 

Cleveland,  0 1 

Willard,  Samuel 1 

Williams,  Fanny 1 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Free  Library    ...  11 

Windsor,  Can.,  Public  Library       ....      *  1 

Wisconsin  Free    Library    Commission,    Madison, 

Wis 6 

Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  St.  Paul's  Luth- 
eran Church,  Evanston 6 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library     ...  1 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn 4 

Gifts  to  the  Library 

Donors 228 

Volumes 1433 

Pamphlets 1114 

Pianola  rolls 1 95 

Pieces  sheet  music                  .      .      .      .  241 
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Board  of  Directors 

Term  Expires 

Richard  C.  Lake        .  .  .  .  1909 

John  W.  Thompson          .  .  .1909 

Henry  J.  Wallingford  .  .  .  1909 

Wirt  E.  Humphrey          .  .  .  .1910 

George  T.  Kelly         .  .  .  .  1910 

Dr.  W.  A.  Colledge  (in  place  of  G.  W.  Paullin, 

resigned,       .....       1910 
Prof.  F.  W.  Nichols  .  .  .  1911 

*  Charles  A.  Rogers         .  .  .  .1911 

P.  J.  Kasper  .  .  .  .  1911 

Officers 

Richard  C.  Lake,  President 

John  W.  Thompson,  Vice- President 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  Secretary 

Standing  Committees 

Books  :  Messrs.  Nichols,  Kelly,  Colledge 
Management :    Messrs.  Humphrey,  Wallingford,  Kasper 

Finance  :  Messrs.  Rogers,  Thompson,  Colledge 
Building  and  Grounds  :  Messrs.  Thompson,  Wallingford,  Rogers 

Library  Staff 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  Librarian 
Gertrude  L.  Brown,  First  Assisant  Librarian  and  Cataloguer 

Bertha  S.  Bliss,  Second  Assistant  and  Loan  Librarian 
Flora  N.  Hay  Third  Assistant  and  Reference  Librarian 
Maude  Chidester,  Acting  Fourth  Assistant  and  Children's  Librarian 
Gertrude  E.  Aiken,  Assistant,  Loan  and  Catalogue  Departments 

Frances  H.  Spining,  Assistant 
Marie  Hammond,  Substitute  Assistant.  ; 

Hassel  Smith,  Page 

Ralph  Rutledge,  Page 

William  E.  Lee,  Janitor  and  Engineer 

*  Died  August  7,  1909. 
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The  Library  is  free  for  lending  and  for  reference,  and  is  open  daily, 
except  Christmas,  Thanksgiving,  New  Year's  and  Independence  Day. 

Hours  for  lending,  daily,  except  Sundays  and  holidays,  9  a.  m.  to  9 
p.  m. 


Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  Adults  Children         Total 

year          ....  36,504  5,002      41,506 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  pur- 
chase        ....  1137  148         1,285 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  1,381  157          1,538 

Number  of  volumes  transferred  from 

the  Rental  Collection      *.  397  397 

Number  of   volumes  lost   or  with- 
drawn       .        .        .        .  244  387         631 

Number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year  39,175  4,920     44,095 
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President's  Report 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Evanston,  Illinois : 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Thirty-sixth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library  for  the  year  ending  May 
31st,  1909. 

The  report  of  Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay  as  Librarian  and  Secretary, 
which  is  appended  hereto,  will  be  found  to  exhibit  in  detail  the  work 
done  by  the  Library,  and  a  statement  of  its  financial  transactions  and 
present  condition. 

The  Library  has  had  a  most  satisfactory  year,  the  conduct  of  its 
affairs  having  been  along  well  established  lines.  The  people  of  Evans- 
ton  are  to  be  congratulated  not  only  in  their  possession  of  a  beautiful 
and  commodious  building,  but  also  in  their  good  fortune  in  being  served 
by  competent  and  courteous  servants.  On  behalf  of  this  Board  I  take 
this  occasion  to  thank  the  Librarian  and  the  several  members  of  her  staff 
for  their  competent  loyalty  and  their  unremitting  efforts  to  forward  the 
interests  and  extend  the  uses  of  the  Library. 

Looking  to  the  future  this  Board  finds  a  number  of  problems  still 
unsolved.  As  was  foreseen  the  administrative  expenses  in  the  present 
building,  as  well  as  the  increased  cost  for  fuel  and  light,  are  much  greater 
than  in  the  old  quarters,  while  its  income  is  but  slightly  advanced.  With 
a  greater  number  of  books  and  their  largely  increased  use,  more  are  worn 
out  and  must  be  rebound,  and  in  some  cases  replaced,  so  that  practically 
the  entire  income  must  be  used  in  these  directions,  with  but  a  small 
surplus  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  new  books.  We  are  ambitious  to 
make  this  library  everything  that  a  library  should  be,  to  fill  our  shelves 
with  well  selected  books  such  as  are  demanded  by  this  quite  unusual 


THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


community.  May  we  not  hope  that  this  condition  shall  be  taken  seriously 
and  that  some  of  our  generous  citizens  may  come  to  our  relief  and  provide 
us  with  an  ample  book  fund  ?  If  we  could  have  an  additional  fund  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  month  running  for  a  short  series  of  years,  to  be  used 
solely  in  the  purchase  of  books,  we  would  soon  have  a  library  that  any 
citizen  might  well  be  proud  of.  We  need  also  two  handsome  bronze  lamps 
at  the  front  entrance,  something  in  keeping  with  the  general  design  of 
the  building,  to  replace  the  temporary  expedients  now  in  service.  We 
are  hoping  that  this  too  may  be  apparent  to  some  liberal  citizen  who 
will  be  induced  to  provide  the  means  for  their  purchase.  And  how 
decorative  to  the  building  the  several  pediments  could  be  made  if  some 
appropriate  symbolic  design  were  carved  thereon — this  should  appeal 
to  some  public  spirited  citizen  gifted  with  an  artistic  temperament. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  C.  LAKE, 

President- 
June  1,  1909. 
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Report  of  Librarian  and  Secretary 

Board  of  Directors,  Evanston  Public  Library  : 

Gentlemen: — Acting  upon  suggestion  of  your  Management  Com- 
mittee to  condense  our  Annual  Report,  we  present  herewith  brief  state- 
ment regarding  work  for  the  year,  allowing  following  tabulated  statements 
to  tell  of  the  exact  amount  of  work  accomplished. 
The  following  changes  occurred  in  the  personel  of  the  Board: 

June  1 ,  1 908  Mr.  J.  Seymour  Currey  retired,  and  on  July  30, 
resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  appreciation  of  Mr.  Currey's  22 
years  of  service. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Kasper  was  appointed  July  30,  1908  to  succeed  Mr. 
Currey. 

November  27,  1908  Mr.  George  W.  Paullin  resigned,  and 
was  succeeded  January  2,  1909  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Colledge. 

Twelve  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  6  members. 

Notable  among  our  gifts  was  a  collection  of  1 25 

ACCESSIONS  volumes  on  Slavery,  collected  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Gray, 
and  given  by  him  to  the  Library.  Several  hundred 
books  were  added  by  the  Evanston  Medical  Science  Library  Associa- 
tion to  the  Medical  Section  established  last  year.  Prof.  G.  A.  Coe 
added  385  volumes  to  the  Sadie  Knowland  Coe  Music  Collection. 

Our  Reference  Department  was  strengthened  by  the  purchase  of 
the  following: — 

Rand  McNally  Atlas.  2v.    1908. 
Muret-Sanders'     Encyclopaedic  English-German  and 
REFERENCE  German- English  dictionary.  2v. 

AND  LOAN  Evans*  American  bibliography,  v.  5. 

DEPARTMENTS  ^j^  Dictionary  of  Statistics,  ed.  4.  rev. 
New  International  Yearbook.      1907. 
Webster's  Universal  Dictionary.      1 909. 


io  THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  use  of  the  Library  by  students  of  all  classes  is  growing. 
Reference  lists  upon  following  subjects  were  compiled  by  Miss  Flora  N. 
Hay:- 

English  and  American  literature  of  the  nineteenth  century.  (Print- 
ed for  the  Pierian  Club.) 

Pleasant  essays. 

Out-of-door  books. 

Early  French  songs. 

Short  stories. 

Historic  bells. 

Lincoln-Douglas  debates. 

Sicily. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Woman  Suffrage. 

Forestry. 

Savings  and  savings  banks. 

Operas  given  in  1 909. 

George  Meredith. 

Alaska- Yukon-Pacific  Exposition. 

While  the  number  of  adult  books  circulated  does  not  exceed  that 
of  last  year,  the  distinct  gain  in  several  classes  indicates  a  broadening  in 
the  scope  of  reading  and  slightly  lowers  the  percentage  of  fiction. 

The  757  volumes  loaned  from  the  Coe  Music  Room  partly  ac- 
counts for  large  gain  in  Fine  Arts. 

This  gain,  as  well  as  that  in  Useful  Arts  and  Philosophy  may  be 
traced  to  our  policy  of  free  access  to  shelves. 

The  books  in  Fine  Arts  and  those  on  Engineering  (including 
Electricity)  were  removed  from  the  second  to  the  main  (open)  stack 
room,  and  a  consequent  increase  in  their  use  is  noted. 

Philosophy  is  shelved  in  the  same  aisle  with  new  Fiction,  with 
result  that  many  of  the  attractive  works  on  Mind  and  Body,  Psychology, 
and  Ethics  have  been  circulated  as  never  before. 

The  Children's  Department  shows  greatest  growth  in  circulation, 
the  gain  being  1205  volumes,  of  which  almost  one  half  is  in  non- 
Fiction  classes. 
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The  number  of  younger  readers  is  steadily  increasing. 

Our  Department  of  Music  grows  in  favor    with  serious  students 

We  have  mentioned  above  the  large  use  of  music 

COE  j  L     i 

MUSIC  scores  and  books  on  music. 

The  privilege  of  borrowing  pianola  rolls  has 

proved  very  popular,  the  total  number  loaned  for  the  year  being  899. 
Beyond  some  general  wear  and  tear  from  repeated  handling,  the  rolls  are 
in  good  condition  and  no  serious  damage  has  been  done. 

The  hours  for  use  of  pianola  are  limited  to  three  and  one  half 
hours  daily  in  two  periods,  with  two  evening  hours  during  the  winter. 

Your  Librarian    and  the    Misses   Chidester 

LIBRARY  and  Wright  attended  the  meeting  of  the  American 

Library    Association  at  Lake    Minnetonka,  June 

22-27,    1908.     The    Misses  Bliss  and    Wright 

went  as  delegates  to  the  Illinois  State  Library  Association  at  Galesburg 

Oct.  12-14,  1908.     The  usual  inspiration  for  better  work  resulted  from 

this  attendance  upon  Library  meetings,  which    was  made  possible  by 

your  liberal  policy. 

LECTURES  The  following  lectures  were  held  in  Library 

Hall  under    auspices  of    the  Evanston  Historical 
Society. 

Nov.  21,1 908.     Early  Chicago,  by  Mr.  Frank  W.  Smith 

Jan.  11,1 909.       Early  Evanston,  by  Mr.  Henry  A.  Pearsons 

Jan.  18,  1909.      The  blue  and  the    gray,  by    Mr.    Frank  W. 

Smith 

Feb.  1 ,  1 909.         The  north  shore  in  the   1  7th  century,  by  Mr. 

Frank  R.  Grover 

March  1 5,  1909.  Old  Gross  Point,  by  Mr.  J.  Seymour  Currey 

May  1 0,  1 909.  Evanston  in  Civil  war  period,  by  Mr.  Henry 
A.  Pearsons-  On  March  11,  1909,  Dr.  E.  A.  Gray  of  Chicago 
Tuberculosis  Institute,  gave  a  lecture  on  Tuberculosis,  under  auspices 
of  various  citizens. 

Library  Hall  was  rented  to  Art  and  Literature  Department  of 
Evanston  Woman's  Club  for  course  in  German  History  under  Prof.  A. 
H.  Wilde,  Nov.  2 1  to  Feb.  20.  Use  of  the  Hall  was  granted  to  the 
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North  Shore    Advisory  Board,    Children's  Aid    Society,  for    various 
committee  meetings. 

The  Chicago  Library  Club  met  in  our  Library  May  1  3.  The 
occasion  was  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Club,  and  the  members  brought 
a  box  luncheon  which  was  served  in  our  Club  Room.  A  social  hour 
and  opportunity  for  visiting  the  building  followed  the  supper  and  busi- 
ness session. 

Miss  Ida  F-   Wright,  Children's    Librarian, 

8TAFF  resigned  March  15  to  accept  position  of  Assistant 

Librarian     at    Lincoln    Library,    Springfield,  111. 

The  loss  of  this  faithful  and  very  capable  assistant  is  keenly  felt  in  our 

work* 

Upon  recommendation  of  Management  Committee  the  Children's 
Department  was  placed  temporarily  in  charge  of  Miss  Maude  Chidester, 
whose  position  in  the  Loan  Department  was  filled  by  temporary  ap- 
pointment of  Miss  Marie  Hammond. 

Ralph  Rutledge  succeeded  Charles  Ross  Dines  as  Page,  May  1  5 
1908. 

Six  apprentices  have  served  at  various  times  during  the  year.  The 
members  of  the  Staff  have  labored  faithfully  and  well  in  meeting  the 
multiplied  duties  of  our  larger  work. 

The  year  and    a  half  of  occupation  of  our 

LIBRARY  new  building  has  been  a  period  of  readjustment  to 

new  conditions  and  to  our  larger  work  and  re- 
sponsibilities, hence  plans  suggested  last  year  for  extending  our  work  and 
field  have  had  to  proceed  very  slowly 

In  accordance  with  recommendation  of  your  Special  Committee  of 
August  27,  1908,  Deposit  Stations  were  opened  as  follows: — 

Station  A     Oct.  1 ,    1 908  at  Washington  School,  Ashland  Ave. 
and  Main  St.  Miss  Emma  G.  White  of  that  school 
giving  volunteer  service. 
Station    B— Oct-  31,  1908  at  St.  Luke's  Parish  House,  in  charge 

of  the  Librarians  of  the  Parish  Library. 

Station  C— March  23,  1909  at  Emerson  Street  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  Pastor  Rev.  Charles  E-  Stickle  supply- 
ing the  necessary  assistants. 
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Report  of  circulation  from  these  Stations  is  appended.  In  accord- 
ance with  Committee's  recommendation  Stations  can  be  inaugurated 
only  where  responsible  citizens  may  be  found  willing  to  receive  and  cir- 
culate the  books  without  cost  to  the  Library.  The  spirit  of  co-operation 
shown  in  this  very  important  field  of  our  work  is  indeed  encouraging. 

The  active  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  betterment  of  civic 
life,  is  noticeably  on  the  increase,  and  our  hope  for  the  Public  Library 
is  that  it  may  become  the  center  for  uplift  work  in  our  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 
June  1,  1909. 
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Classified  Contents  of  the  Library 


May  31 
1908 


With- 

Added      drawn 
during      during 
year         year 


Totals 
May  ST 


1909 

General  works 4548  253  4801 

Philosophy 614  29  1  642 

Religion     • 1129  49  2  1176 

Sociology 3670  178  3  3845 

Philology 191  11  202 

Natural  science 1595  46  1  1640 

Usefolarts ••  •  •  •       1350  634  4  1980 

Fine  arts    2030  409  2  2437 

Literature    4451  188  13  4626 

History 3169  79  1  3247 

Travel 2602  61  2  2661 

Biography 3311  171  3  3479 

Fiction. ••-.      7844  807  212  8439 

Books  for  young  people.     5002  305  387  4920 

Total 41506  3220  631  44095 

Current  periodicals:-  Miscellaneous  •  •  I  36 

Coe  Music  Collection   6 

Medical  Science  Section          •  •  •  29 


Total 


71 
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Circulation 

Adults  Children  Total 

Fiction  lent  for  home  use 69096  1 5605  8470 1 

Total  number  lent  for  home  use  •  .  .  93064  26283  1  19347 

Books  used  in  the  library  (estimated) 45874 

Largest  circulation  for  one  day, 

February  13,  1909  849 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  day, 

April  12,  1909  ....  164 

Largest  circulation  for  one  month, 

February  11814 

Smallest  circulation  for  one  month, 

July  -  8528 

School  Circulation: 

1 48 1  books  were  sent  to  the  schools.  A  large  number  of  these 
books  were  used  for  reference.  Exact  report  of  number  issued  from 
schools  for  home  use  is  not  made. 
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Classes  of 

Books  Lent 

Adults 

Per  Cent 

Children 

General  works 

1,722 

1.44 

Mythology,  fairy  tales,  etc. 

3,483 

Philosophy 

1,451 

1.2 

Religion 

1,032 

.9 

Sociology 

1,511 

1.3 

Language 

72 

.06 

Natural  science 

745 

.6 

Natural  science  and 

Useful  arts 

1,318 

1.1 

useful  arts 

1,576 

Fine  arts 

2,642 

2.2 

Fine  arts  and 

Literature 

6,997 

5.9 

literature 

2,372 

Travel 

1,902 

1.59 

Travel  and  history 

2,440 

History 

1,909 

1.6 

Biography 

2,667 

2.2 

Biography 

807 

Fiction 

69,096 

57.91 

Stories 

15,605 

Total  to  adults 

93,064 

26,283 

Total  to  children 

26,283 

22. 

119,347 

too. 
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Circulation  of  Books  from  Deposit  Stations 


Adult*  Children 

General  works  Mythology,  fairy  tales,  etc. 

Philosophy  3 

Religion  7 

Sociology  5 

Language 

Natural  science 

Useful  arts 

Fine  arts 

Literature 

Travel 

History 


Biography 
Fiction 


8 

9 

19 

24 

3 

17 

10 

381 


Natural  science  and  useful  arts. 
Fine  arts  and  literature 
Travel  and  history 


Biography 
Stories 


486 

Station  A,  Washington  St.  School. 
Station  B,  St.  Luke's  Parish  House. 
Station  C,  Emerson  St.  Pres.  Church. 


Registration  of  Readers 


184 


97 

206 

83 

34 
557 

1161 

1072 

285 

290 

1647 


Cards  in  force  May  3 1 ,  1 908 5988 

New  cards  issued          2737 


8725 

Cards  expired  dunng  year 1527 

(Cards  good  for  5  years  issued  after  Dec.  '06) 


Cards  in  force  May  31,  1909 


7198 
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Binding  and  Repairing 

Bound  for  the  first  time  25  1  volumes  at  a  cost  of  $365.30 

Rebound  1079  volumes  at  a  cost  of  531.25 


Total  1  330  volumes  at  a  cost  of  $896.55 

Books  repaired  in  the  library  1  776 


Rental  Collection  of  Duplicates 

Volumes  in  the  collection  3 1  May  1908 132 

Purchased  during  the  year 327 


459 
Volumes  accessioned . .  397 


Volumes  in  rental  collection  3 1  May  1908 62 

Rental  at  5  cents  per  week  per  book  •  • $343.35 

Fines  at  2  cents  per  day  for  overdue  books 1 30.36 

Sale  of  duplicates  no  longer  needed 1 .65 

475.36 
Books  purchased  (327) 319.31 


Balance  for  year $1 56.05 
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Annual  Financial  Statement 

May  31,  1909 
Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer, 

May  31,  1908 $4,818.21 

Received  from  taxation,  1908-1909  : 

July  1 4,  1 908,  County  Collector 1 ,000.00 

Oct.  19,  1908,  "     2,000.00 

Dec.  18,  1908,        "         "     2,444.22 

March  31,1 909,  Town  Collector 6,000.00    1 1 ,444.22 

16,262.43 
Petty  Cash:- 
Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian 

May  31,  1908 657.90 

Fines $732.01 

Duplicate  cards 7.05 

Transient  memberships 2  1 .25 

Books  lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for-  33.45 

Rental  from  duplicate  books 343.35 

Fines  from  duplicate  books 1  30.36 

Fines  from  Coe  Music  Collection ...  11 .88 

ale    of  duplicates 1.75 

Sale  of  request  postals 30.36 

Pierian  Club  Reading  list 4.75 

Catalogs  sold 6. 1 0 

Rental  of  Library  Hall 20.00 

Miscellaneous  receipts 8.40        1.350.71 

Special  Funds:- 

Medical  Science  Section  1  72.80 

Sadie  Knowland  Coe  Music  Collec- 
tion   1,017.21 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Gross 100.00 

J.H.  Wigmore  50.00 

DramaClub 16.12       1.356.13     3,364.74 

$19,627.17 


20  THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Disbursements 

(Including  Voucher  account  and  Petty  Cash  fund) 

Boob* 

For  main  library,  $1,052.88 

For  rental  collection  365. 7 1       $  1 ,4 1 8.59 

Periodicals 294.91 

Binding 365.30 

Furniture  and  fixtures 246. 1  1        2,324.9 1 


Operating  expenses:- 

Rebinding  and  repairing 531. 25 

Salaries  Librarian  and  staff  —  6, 1 05 . 1 8 

Janitor  and  Engineer  service-  •  1,225.00 

Electric  lighting 335.35 

Coal     685.13 

Printing  127.75 

Postage  and  stationery 1 40.52 

Library  supplies —  358.31 

Maintenance  97.33 

Refunded  for  lost  books  found  2.79 
Refunded  for  over  payment  on 

Library  Hall 1.00 

Insurance  75.60 

Janitor's  supplies 3  7.28 

Incidental  expenses     358.99 

Grounds  (Garden  tools,  seed,  etc.)     46.80 
Books,  music,  etc.,  (To  be  re- 
funded from  Coe  Endowment)  47.16 
Transferred  from  Library  Fund  to 

BuildingFund  436.66     10,612.10 

Special  Funds:- 

Account  Sadie  Knowland  Coe 

MusicFund  1,017.21 

Account  Drama  Club 1 6. 1 2 

Account  Mrs.  A.  H.  Gross.   ...  1 00.00 

Account  John  H.  Wigmore 45.00 

Account  Medical  Science 

Section  12.45       1,190.78      14,127-79 


Balance  on   hand  May  31,  1909.  $5,499.38 
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Balance  Library  fund 4, 1 46. 1 9 

Balance  petty  cash  fund 1 , 1 87.84 

Balance  Special  fund 1 65.35  5,499.38 


City  Treasurer's  balance 

May  31,  1909  4,271.98 

which  includes  miscel- 
laneous bills  for  May, 
1909,  not  paid  until 
June  I 125.79 

$4,146.19 

Special  Funds,  Balance  on  hand:- 

Medical  Science  Section:  • 

Received  during  year 1  72.80 

Paid  during  year 12.45        160-35 

John  H   Wigmore  Fund:- 

Received  during  year  $50.00 

Paid  during  year  ...  -y.     . ... .    45-00  5.00  1 65.35 


Coe  Endowment  Fund 

Gift  of  George  A   Coe,  Evanston 

Evanston  5  per  cent  bonds  valued  at  par 5,000.00 

Accrued  interest  on  same  and  now  invested 3  70.22 


$5,370.22 
Note:     No  disbursements  from  the  income  of  this  fund    have  been 

made. 

Henry  J   Wallingford, 

May  3  1 ,  1 909  Treasurer  Coe    Endowment  Fund. 
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County  of  Cook  / 

>    SS.: 
State  of  Illinois  \ 

Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay  being  duly  sworn  says,  that  she  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Evanston,  in  said  county  and  state,  and  that  the  foregoing  statements 
exhibiting  the  financial  transactions,  the  accession  and  withdrawal  of 
books,  the  duplicate  rental  collection,  binding  and  repairs,  and  periodicals 
for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1909,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  her 
knowledge  and  belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY 

Secretary. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1  7th  day  of  September, 
1909. 

ADDISON  MILLARD, 

Notary  Public. 
[Seal] 


Gifts  of  Books  a.nd  Pamphlets  to 
Mivy  31st  1909 


Adams,  I.  William 

Adriance  Memorial  Library, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.      . 

American  Association  for  La- 
bor Legislation 

American  Otological  Society 

Amherst  College 

Anti-imperialist  League 

Armour  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy 

Atlanta, Ga.,  Carnegie  Library 

Aurora  Public  Library 

Babcock,  Dr.  Robert  H. 

Beebe,  Katberine     . 

Belleville,  111.,  Public  Library 

Blue  Anchor  Society 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boyd,  Mr-.  William 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Pub- 
lic Library        .        .        .        . 

Brad  ey,  Charles 

Bradley  Polytechnic  Institute 

Bromley,  England,  Public  Li- 
brary        .        .       ... 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  .... 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 

Buffalo  Public  Library     . 

Burlington,    la.,    Free   Public 
Library     

California  University 

Cambridge,   Mass.    Public   Li- 
biary         ..... 

Canada  -  Interior  Df-pt.  •  Rail- 
way Lands  Branch,  Ottawa 

Carnegie,  Andrew    . 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commis- 
sion   

Chicago  Art  Institute 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 

Chicago  Chapter  of  Knights  of 
Columbus         .... 

Chicago  Commercial  Associa- 
tion  

Chicago  Historical  Society 


V.      P. 


Chicago— Mayor  .  .  . 
Chicago  —  Municipal  Library 
Chicago  Political  Equality 

League      

Chicago  Public  Library 
Chicago  Theological  Seminary 
Chicago  Union    League   Club 
Chicago  University 
Chicago  Woman's  Chib 
Christian  Science  Committee 
on  Publication  for  Illinois    . 
Cleveland,  O.  Public    Library 
Clews,  Henry      .... 
Coe,  George  A.   386  vol..  a88 
pianola  rolls,  59  pieces  sheet 
music. 

Coffin,  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Colorado  School  of  Mines 
Cook  County— Board  of  Com. 
missioners       .... 
Crew,  Henry        .... 
Currey.  J.  Seymour 
Dallas,  Texas,  Public   Library 
Davenport.  la  ,  Public  Library 
Daughters    of    the   American 
Revolution—  Fort  Dearborn 
Chapter             .... 
Decatur,  III  ,  Free  Public   Li- 
brary          

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library 
Deutsche  Bank,  Berlin,  Oer- 

many         .  . 

District    of   Columbia  Public 

Library     

Dover,  N.  H  Public  Library 
Dubuque,  la.,  Carnegie-Stout 

Free  Public  Library 
Eau   Claire,   Wis.   Public  Li- 
brary          

Edwards.  Dr.  Arthur  R. 
Epworth  League.  First   M.  •'. 

Church,  Evanston 
Escanaba,  Mich, Carnegie  Pub 
lie  Library       .... 
Evanston,  City  . 


V. 

9 


386 


P. 
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v.     P. 

Evanston   Historical     Society  i 

Evanston  Hospital  Association  i 

Evanston  Medical  Science  As- 

sociation          ....     150 
Perry  Hall,  Lake  Forest,   111.  i 

Fletcher  Free   Libray.r    Burl- 
ington, Vt.  * 
Foster,  Jennie  H.      .        ,        .12 
Fraser  Institute,  Montreal       .  i 
Fry,  S.  M.  D.              .        .        .        i 
Fulcher,  Gordon        ...        a 
Galesburg,  111.,  ^ubl  c  Library                    3 
Gerberding,  George  H.                    2 
Gilbert  M.  Simmons   Library, 

Kenosha,  Wis.    .       .  i 
Gloversville,  N.  V.,    Free   Li- 
brary           ' 

Gould,  Dr.  George  M.  .  .  5 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich  ,  Public 

Library  ....  13 

Grant,  Ulysses  S.  i 

Gray,  Georee  W.  D.  D.  .  .1*5 
Gridley,  Mrs.  Martin  M.  .  isi 
Gridley,  Nelson  C.  .  .  .11 
Gridley,  Mrs.  Nelson  C.  78 

Hackley  Public  Library,  Mus- 

kegon,  Mich.           .        .  3 
Hagen,  U.  H       .        .        .        .        2 
Hall,  Danville                                     » 
Harvard  University           .        .  4 
Haverhill,     Mass.   Public    Li- 
brary           5 

Helena,  Mont.  Public  Library  2 

Hemenway  Dr.  Henry  B.        .  13 

Hintermeister,  Julia          .        .        2  4 

Hispanic  Society  of  America  4 

Hitt,  Isaac  R i 

Humphrey,  Wirt  E.  .        .        6 

Illinois    Labor    Statistics 

Bureau 2 

Illinois  State  Club  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania        .        i  2 
Illinois— State  Commissioners 

of  Public  Charities 

Illinois  State  Entomologist      .  i 
Illinois  State   Historical    So- 
ciety           4           8 

Illinois    State    Laboratory    of 

Natural  History      ...        2 
Illinois  University     ...  43 

Indian*— Adjutant-General     .        i 


Indiana  Public  Library  Com- 
mission   

Indianapolis  Public    Library 

Iowa  Library  Commission 

J.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial 
Library,  Carlisle,  Pa.  . 

John  Crerar  Library,   Chicago 

Joliet,  111.,  Public  Library      . 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  Public  Li- 
brary   

Kansas  Library  Association 

Kedzie.  Margaret 

Kimball,  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Kongresses  Fiir  Innere  Med- 
izin  

Lake  County  Tuberculosis  In- 
stitute   

Lake  Forest,  111.,  Academy 

Lake  Forest,  111.,  College 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference 

Lansing,  Mich.,  Public  School 
Library  .... 

Lewis  Institute,  Chicago 

Lincoln,  Neb..  City  Library    . 

Locy,  William  A.       ... 

Los  Angeles   Public   Library 

Louisville  Free  Public  Li- 
brary   

McEwen,  Dr.  Mary  G. 

McKinley  Memorial  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia 

Maine    Medical     Association 

Manchester  City.N.H.  Library 

Manow,  A.  .... 

Mason,  Mrs.  W.  S.    . 

Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  .... 

Merchants'  Association  of  New 
York 

Michigan  State  Board  of 
Health 

Milwaukee  '  ublic  Library 

Minneapolis     Public     Library 

Mississippi — Dept.  Archives 
and  History  .... 

Moore,  Charles  .        .        . 

Morris,  O.  M.,  i  photograph  of 
the  library. 

Mount  Holyoke  College     . 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Carnegie  Li- 
brary   


P 
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National  Business   League   of 

America            .  • 
National  Child    Labor    Com- 
mittee           

Newark,    N.   J  ,  Free   Public 

Library  . 

Newberry  Libraiy,  Chicago     . 
Newton,  William        . 
New  York  Association  for  the 

Blind 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 
New  York  Public  Library 
New    York    State    Education 
Department     .... 
New  York  State  Library 
Northwestern  University 
Omaha.   Neb.    Public    Library 
Orchestral  Association 
Osaka,  japan(  Library 
Osborn,  Hartwell 
Osterhout  Free    Library, 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
Peacock,  Mrs.  Walter 
Pennsylvania  University 
Peoria,  111.  Public  Libr  ,ry 
Philadelphia  Free  Library 
Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library 
Pratt  Institute  Free    Library 
Providence  Public  Library     . 
Pusey,  Dr.  William  A. 
Queens   Borough   Public    Li- 
brary, N.  Y 

Quincy,  111.,  Free  Public  Li- 
brary        ..... 
Racine   Wis.,  Public  Library 
Raymond,  George  L.         , 
Redington,  E.  D. 
Religious  Educat/on    Associa- 
tion     

ttew,  Henry  C.  ... 

Rockford,  111.,  Public  Library 
Rogers..  John  A.        ... 
Rutland,  Vt  ,  Free  Library 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,   Free  Public 

Library     

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library 
Salem,  Mass.,  Public   Library 
San  Francisco  Public  Library 
Santa  Fe  Railroad    . 
Scientific  American 
Scrauton.  Pa.,  Public  Library 
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Sedalia,   Mo.,   Public   Library  i 

Seymour  Library,  Auburn, 
N.  Y 9 

Silas  B.cnson  Library,  Wat- 
erhury,  Conn  ...  9 

Simpkin  Marshall  &  Co  .         i 

Smiley  Public  Library,  Red- 
lauds,  Cal.  ...  i 

Smith  College  ...  i 

Spokane,  Washington,  Public 

Library i 

Sp.ingfield,  Mass.,  City  Li- 
biary  Association  .  .  i 

Syracuse.  N.  Y.,  Public  Li- 
brary    4 

Texas  University,  Austin         .  i 

Toledo,  O.,  Public  Library      .  i 

Trenton,  N.  J..  Free  Public 
Library  i 

U.  S.  Goveinment 

Unknown  Donor 

Vermont  Libr -ry  Commission 

Vermont  University  and  State 

Agriculture  College  .  .  i  i 

Vivisection  Reform  Society     .         i  i 

Warder  Public  Library, 

Springfield,  Ohio  .  .  i 

Washington  U  n  i  v  e  r  sity,  St. 

Louis  Mo.  ...  i 

Webster,  Henry  K.  .        .        i 

Wellesley,  College  .        .  i 

Wesleyan  University        .        .  2 

Western  Ueserve  University 

Library  School  ...  i 

Wigmore,  John  H.      ...  i 

Williams.  Frances  .        .        7 

Wilmington  Institute  Free 

Library,  Wilmington,  Del  8 

Windsor.  Canada,  Public  Li- 
brary .....  i 

\7isconsin  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission ....  i 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission ....  6 

Wisconsin  University       .        .  i 

Worcester,  Mass.  Free  Public 

Library  ....  i 

Yale  University         ...  2 

Zy;uotechnic  Institute,  Chicago  i 

Total      .        .        .        .984      1156, 


Evanston  Public  Library 

Orrington  Avenue  and  Church  Street 

Library  open  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. 
Reading  Room  open  Sundays  and  holidays,  2  to  6  p.  m. 


Board  of  Directors 

R.  C.  Lake,  President  J.  W.  Thompson,  Vice-President 

W.  A.  Colledge,  D.  D.  G.  T.  Kelly 

W.  E.  Humphrey  Prof.  F.  W.  Nichols 

P.  J.  Kasper  E.  L.  Shuman 

H.  J.  Wallingford 


Library  Staff 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  Librarian  and  Secretary 

Gertrude  L.  Brown,  Assistant  Librarian  and  Cataloguer 

Heads  of  Departments: 

Loan — Bertha  S.  Bliss 
Reference — Flora  N.  Hay 
Children's — Maude  Chidester 

Assistants:  Gertrude  E.  Aiken,  Frances  H.  Spining,  Alice 
E.  Keener,  Ralph  Rutledge,  Freeman  Galpin;  Wm.  E. 
Lee,  Janitor  and  Engineer. 


Condensed  Summary  of  37th  Annual  Report 

May  31st,  1910 
"He  who  runs  may  read" 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Evanston, 
Illinois,  Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  the  honor  to  submit  the  thirty-seventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library  for  the  year 
ending  May  Slst,  1910,  as  submitted  by  Miss  Mary  B. 
Lindsay,  Librarian  and  Secretary  of  the  Board.  An  exami- 
nation of  this  report  will  be  interesting  to  all  citizens  who 
are  alive  to  the  work  carried  on  by  the  Library.  The  year 
has  been  a  satisfactory  one  and  the  Board  feels  that  sub- 
stantial progress  has  been  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  C.  LAKE, 

President. 


Financial  Statement 


Tax  Fund: 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  May  31,  1909.$  4,146.19 
Received   during  year 11,677.95 


$15,824.14 
Petty  Cash  and  Special  Funds: 

Balance  in  hands  Librarian,  May  31,  1909. $1,353.19 

Received  from  fines,  transient  member- 
ships, rental  duplicate  books,  books 
lost  and  paid  for,  sale  duplicate  books, 
etc 1,240.09 

Evanston  Historical  Society,  for  light  and 

heat    60.00 

H.    J.    Wallingford,    Treasurer,    Account 

Music    Collection 77.16 

Drama  Club,  for  books 43.00 

Individual  gifts  (Prof.  G.  A.  Coe,  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Patten) -. 58.95 

Medical  Science  Section 1,477.70       4,310.09 

Total   Cash $20,134.23 

Disbursements :  , 

Books  and  periodicals $2,107.46 

Binding   212.98 

Furniture   and   fixtures 59.88     $2,380.32 

Miscellaneous,  including  rebind- 

ing  and  repairing,  printing, 

postage,      stationery      and 

library    supplies 886.48 

Heating    and    lighting    (1910-11 

coal  included) 1,730.55 

Janitor  and  engineer,  and  jani- 
tor   supplies 1,404.72 

Librarian  and  staff  salaries....   6,471.69 

Insurance    100.00 

Maintenance    of    building    and 

grounds  98.55 

Refund,  lost  books  found. . .  ... .          2.28 

Express  charges,  office  supplies, 

and  sundry  incidentals 263.18     10,957.45 

On  Account  Special  Funds: 
Coe    Music   Collection,    Medi- 
cal    Science     Section     and 
Drama  Club 214.23 


Account  Endowment  Funds: 
Coe     Music     Collection     and 

Medical    Science   Section..      455.91 
H.  J.  Wallingford,  Treasurer, 
Endowment  funds,  account 
Medical  Science  Section...   1,500.00 


2,170.14 


Total  disbursements $15,507.91 

Balance  cash  on  hand  May  31,  1910 4,626.32   ^0,134.23 


This  balance  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer.  .$4,124.14 
Balance    Petty    Cash    in    hands    of 

Librarian   481.41 

Balance    Special    funds    in    hands    of 

Librarian   20.77     $4,626.32 

Special  Endowment  Funds,  H.  J.  Wallingford,  Treasurer 

Music  Section: 

Coe  Endowment  fund $5,577.95 

Interest  received 77.16 

$5,655.11 

Invested   $5,500.00 

Paid  account  purchases,  Music  Section...        77.16 
Certificate  Deposit 77.95       5,655.11 

Medical  Science  Section: 

Christopher  fund 1,000.00 

Invested   1,000.00 

Sarah  H.  Brayton  fund 500.00 

One  year  accrued  interest 25.00 

$    525.00 

Invested  500.00 

Paid  accrued  interest  date  of  investment..       17.85 

Balance  cash  on  hand 7.15         525.00 

Edward  H.  Webster  Library   endowment 

fund 425.00 

Invested   400.00 

Paid  accrued  interest  on  investment 3.11 

Balance  cash  on  hand 21.89         425.00 

Total  amount  of  these  various  funds $7,506.99 


The  Library 


The  Library  now  contains 46,007  Volumes 

Added  during  the  year 2,666        " 

Number  of  registered  borrowers 8,843 

Term  of  registration 5  years 

Number  registrations  during  the  year 1,645 

Home  circulation:  Adults,  88,356;  children,  18,895.107,251  Volumes 

Used  in  the  Library — Reference   (estimated) . . .  41,773        " 

Circulated  from  Deposit  stations 3,327        " 

Duplicate   rental   collection   has 107        " 

Coe  Music  Collection  has 1,207        " 

Sheet    music 299  pieces 

Pianola   rolls 485  rolls 

Music    Periodicals , 6 

Current  Periodicals  in  Reading  Room 154 

Medical  Periodicals  in  Medical  Section 28 

Medical  Section  contains 552  Volumes 

The  Library  contains  books  in  English  language  upon  all  sub- 
jects likely  to  be  called  for,  as  well  as  a  limited  number  of  books 
in  foreign  languages — German,  French,  Swedish,  Danish  and 
Norwegian. 

The  additions  for  the  year,  besides  many  interesting  books  of 
Travels,  Biography,  Essays  and  Dramas,  include  a  number  on 
Painting  and  designing,  Architecture  and  building,  Cooking  and 
household  economy,  Socialism,  Labor,  Engineering,  Electricity, 
Automobiles,  Hygiene  and  nutrition,  Aerial  navigation,  Camping 
and  outdoor  life,  Business  methods,  Preventive  medicine  and 
many  other  subjects. 

To  satisfy  demand,  the  Library  duplicates  many  of  the  more 
popular  books,  which  are  rented  at  5  cents  per  week  for  each 
book.  Books  in  this  collection  are  also  in  the  free  list. 

Evanston  householders  are  given  borrower's  cards  upon  signing 
application  blank.  Evanston  residents  who  are  not  householders 
must  have  application  blank  signed  by  a  guarantor  who  is  a 
householder. 

Non-residents  are  given  same  privileges  as  to  books  as  residents 
on  payment  of  25  cents  per  month,  or  $2.50  per  year. 
Non-resident  students  of  the  various  colleges  and  seminaries  in 
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Evanston  are  granted  borrowers'  privileges  upon  guarantee  by 
the  Boards  of  the  several  schools. 

The  card  catalogue  is  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of  cards  by 
author,  subject  and  title  of  each  and  all  the  books  in  the  Library. 
This  is  considered  the  most  satisfactory  form  for  a  catalogue 
which  is  kept  up  to  date. 

A  printed  Fiction  Catalogue  and  a  supplementary  Fiction  bulle- 
tin, which  are  available  at  the  Loan  Desk,  include  practically  all 
the  Fiction  contained  in  the  Library  to  February,  1910. 

The  Drama  Catalogue  comprises  all  the  books  relating  to  the 
Drama  as  contained  in  the  Library.  This  was  published  by  the 
Drama  Club  of  Evanston,  whose  co-operation  has  greatly 
strengthened  our  Drama  department. 

Other  printed  bulletins  of  new  books  or  reading  lists  on  special 
subjects  may  be  had  by  applying  at  the  Loan  Desk. 

Books  not  in  when  called  for  will  be  reserved  for  24  hours  upon 
the  payment  of  2  cents  for  postage.  Borrowers  will  be  notified 
in  the  order  of  their  applications. 

Books  are  reserved  on  request  of  teachers  for  reference  use  by 
University  or  High  School  pupils. 

Requests  for  purchase  of  books  not  in  the  Library  will  be  given 
consideration.  Request  book  is  kept  at  Loan  Desk,  and  readers 
are  asked  to  recommend  books,  or  to  suggest  any  subjects  which 
are  not  found  covered  by  the  Library. 

The  Library  is  closed  on  Christmas,  New  Year's,  July  Fourth 
and  Thanksgiving. 

On  the  following  holidays  the  Loan  Department  is  closed,  but  the 
Reading  Room  is  open  from  2  until  6:  Lincoln's  Birthday,  Feb- 
ruary 12;  Washington's  Birthday,  February  22;  Memorial  Day, 
May  30;  Labor  Day,  first  Monday  in  September,  and  Columbus 
Day,  October  12. 

Deposit  Stations  are  located  at  Washington  School,  Main  Street 
and  Ashland  Avenue;  at  Emerson  Street  Church,  Emerson  Street 
and  Dewey  Avenue;  at  Miss  Mary  Gormley's  Bakery,  2546  West 
Railroad  Avenue.  The  Station  formerly  located  at  St.  Luke's 
Parish  House  will  be  removed  to  a  location  farther  east,  to  suit 
a  larger  demand. 


Residents  of  these  several  neighborhoods  are  Invited  to  use  the 
stations,  where  they  may  leave  their  lists,  and  books  not  at  sta- 
tion will  be  supplied  from  the  Library. 

It  is  the  constant  policy  of  the  Public  Library  to  encourage  the 
centering  within  its  main  building  and  its  various  Deposit  Sta- 
tions, all  lines  of  educational  work.  To  this  end,  the  Library 
gladly  co-operates,  as  far  as  it  may,  with  schools,  associations  or 
clubs,  particularly  those  interested  In  the  welfare  of  children  and 
young  people. 

Some  of  the  agencies  with  which  the  Library  has  already  co- 
operated are  Free  lectures,  Playgrounds,  Story-telling,  Women's 
clubs,  Drama  Club,  Drama  League  of  America,  Public  and  paro- 
chial schools,  Civics  Club,  etc. 

Other  recent  activities  which  the  Library  soon  hopes  to  assist 
are  Boy  Scouts,  Vacation  schools,  Recreational  lectures  and  en- 
tertainments, D.  A.  R.,  in  its  work  for  young  people,  etc. 

Library  Hall,  our  little  auditorium,  is  at  the  disposal  of  educa- 
tional or  charitable  committees  at  any  time  during  the  day. 
Arrangements  may  be  made  with  the  Librarian  or  Management 
Committee  for  evening  use  for  free  lectures  or  entertainments 
of  educational  character,  or  it  may  be  rented  for  entertainments 
at  which  entrance  fee  is  charged. 

The  Historical  Society,  while  not  a  part  of  the  Library,  is  avail- 
able to  all  the  Library  patrons  on  request.  This  society  has  a 
fine  collection  of  nearly  two  thousand  volumes  and  pamphlets, 
besides  a  great  number  of  maps,  pictures,  lantern  slides,  docu- 
ments and  objects  of  historical  interest. 

The  Sadie  Knowland  Coe  Music  Collection,  occupying  a  room  on 
the  mezzanine  floor,  opens  to  students  and  lovers  of  music  a 
comprehensive  library  of  the  best  classical  music,  as  well  as 
books  on  theory  and  history  of  music.  A  Weber  pianola-piano 
affords  opportunity  for  trying  either  the  piano  scores  or  the 
pianola  rolls,  which  in  large  part  duplicate  the  music  of  the  Col- 
lection. Pianola  hours,  12  to  1:30,  4  to  6,  and  7  to  9  on  Monday 
and  Thursday.  Apply  at  Loan  Desk  for  use  of  Music  Room  or 
piano. 
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The  Medical  Section,  located  at  present  on  the  second  stack  floor, 
is  open  to  physicians  and  medical  students,  and  to  other  readers 
by  special  permission. 

Report  of  the  various  Medical  Endowments  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  report. 

Reference  books  on  a  great  many  subjects  are  on  open  shelves 
in  Reference  Room. 

Material  is  supplied  by  the  Reference  Librarian  for  club  pro- 
grams, debates,  etc. 

The  contents  of  periodical  files  are  valuable  aids  to  reference 
work,  and  are  indexed  in  Poole's  Index,  Readers'  Guide  and  other 
similar  works. 

Current  magazines  and  periodicals  are  available  in  the  Reading 
Room.  A  collection  of  stereographic  pictures,  with  stereoscope, 
is  a  recent  attractive  acquisition. 

The  children's  department  contains  over  5,000  volumes  for  young 
people.  The  Children's  Librarian  is  ready  to  assist  children  in 
selection  of  books  or  to  confer  with  teachers  or  parents  regarding 
children's  reading. 

The  mounted  pictures  filed  in  a  cabinet  in  this  room  are  found 
very  useful  by  schools,  clubs  and  individual  readers. 

Further  information  regarding  the  Library  and  its  privileges  will 
be  cheerfully  given  at  any  time. 


MARY  B.  LINDSAY,  Librarian. 


Evanston  Public  Library 

Orrington  Avenue  and  Church  Street 


Library  open  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. 
Reading  Room  open  Sundays  and  holidays,  2  to  6  p.  m. 


Board  of  Directors 

R.  C.  Lake,  President  J.  W.  Thompson,  Vice-Pres. 

C.  W.  Cartwright  G.  T.  Kelly 

W.  A.  Colledge,  D.  D.  Prof.  F.  W.  Nichols 

W.  E.  Humphrey  E.  L.  Shuman 

H.  J.  Wallingford 


Library  Staff 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  Librarian  and  Secretary 

Gertrude  L.  Brown,  Assistant  Librarian  and  Cataloguer 

Heads  of  Departments: 

Loan — Bertha  S.  Bliss 
Reference — Flora  N.  Hay 
Children's — Maude  Chidester 

Assistants:  Gertrude  E.  Aiken,  Frances  H.  Spining,  Alice  E. 
Keener,  Freeman  Galpin,  Leslie  Ferris;  William  E.  Lee, 
Janitor  and  Engineer;  William  Bentley,  Assistant  Janitor. 


Summary  of  the  Year's  Improvements 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Evanston.  Illinois —  Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  thirty-eighth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library  for 
the  year  ending  May  31,  1911,  as  prepared  by  our 
Librarian  and  Secretary,  Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay. 

OF  I  would  call  especial  attention  to  the  installation  of 
the  "Medical  Section."  Through  the  generosity  of 
the  doctors  of  Evanston  and  the  aid  of  their  friends  a 
special  room  has  been  handsomely  furnished  and  is  now 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  care  of  works  on  Medical 
Science,  affording  at  the  same  time  a  pleasant  and  con- 
venient study  room  for  all  who  are  interested  in  that 
profession. 

OT  During  the  year  the  Board  of  Directors  has  secured 
some  substantial  improvements  to  the  library  property 
without  being  obliged  to  draw  money  from   its    meager 
treasury  to  cover  their  cost. 

OT  Through  the  assistance  of  the  Evanston  Commercial 
Association,  Messrs.  Tietgen,  Falk  &  Co.,  who  are 
represented  in  Evanston  by  Mr.  B.  C.  Garrison,  were 
induced  to  donate  to  the  Library  a  fine  lamp-post  as  a 
sample  of  their  work.  This  lamp-post  has  been  installed 
in  the  small  park  at  the  street  entrance,  and  the  series  of 
steps  there  located  are  more  adequately  lighted.  Follow- 
ing this,  two  public  spirited  citizens  of  Evanston  were 
found  who  agreed  to  assume  the  cost  of  two  handsome 
bronze  lamps  which  would  be  placed  at  the  main  entrance 
in  lieu  of  the  temporary  fixtures  which  would  then  be 
removed.  These  beautiful  and  costly  lamps  are  now  in 
place  and  are  at  the  same  time  useful  and  ornamental. 
The  generous  donors  have  requested  that  their  names  be 
not  made  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  C.  LAKE,  President. 


Annual  Financial  Statement 

May  31.  1911. 


Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer  May 

31,    1910    |  4,124.14 

Received  from  taxation,  1910-1911 11,976.24 

$16,100.38 
Petty  Cash: 

Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian  May 

31,  1910   $    502.18 

Fines   848.45 

Fines  on  rental  books 79.10 

Rentals  from  duplicate  books 208.05 

Miscellaneous 134.77 

From  Drama  Club  for  books 25.00 

From  treasurer  Coe  Endowment 
Fund  on  account  expenditures  ad- 
vanced from  petty  cash  fund 369.04 

From     treasurer     Medical     Science 
Section    on    account   expenditures 
advanced  from  petty  cash  fund...         118.49 
From  Dr.  Will  Walter  for  Medical 
Science  Section — Webster  fund . . .         142.50  2,427.58 

Total  cash  $18,527.96 

Disbursements 

Books:  Main  Library $1,632.58 

Rentals   169.13  $1,801.71 

Periodicals    324.68 

Binding    346.59 

Rebinding  and  repairs  679.15 

Salaries  librarian  and  staff  7,262.50 

Janitor  and  assistant  janitor 1,342.54 

Miscellaneous   2,865.40 


Annual  Financial^Statement — Continued 

Special  Funds: 

Drama  Club  fund   25.30 

John  H.  Wigmore  fund 5.00 

Advanced  payments  on  account  of  special  funds: 

Coe  Endowment  fund 134.99 

Medical  Science  Section  fund 127.01 

Invested  by  H.  J.  Wallingford,  treas- 
urer special  fund,  account  Medical 
Science  Section  142.50  15,057.37 


Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1911 $  3,470.59 

Balance  Library  fund 12,814.56 

Balance  Petty  Cash  fund 641.27 

Balance  Special  fund 14.76        $  3,470.59 

Special  Endowment  Funds,   H.  J.   Wallingford,   Treasurer. 
Music  Section: 

Coe  Endowment  fund  $  5,500.00 

Medical  Science  Section: 

Christopher  fund   $1,000.00 

Sarah  H.  Brayton  fund 500.00 

Edward  H.  Webster  Library  Endow- 
ment fund   3,000.00  4,500.00 

Total  amount  of  these  various  funds $10,000.00 


The  Library 


Number  of  books  in  the  library 47,354 

Books  added  during  the  year   2,254 

Number  of  borrowers  10,361 

Home  circulation:  Adults,  90,552;  children,  19,672 110,224 

Used  in  the  library — reference  (estimated) 46,739 

Circulated  from  deposit  stations   6,881 

General        Books  in  duplicate  rental  collection Ill 

Statistics     Books  in  Coe  music  collection 1,250 

Pieces  oi  sheet  music  332 

Pianola  rolls 510 

Music  periodicals  in  reading  room , 5 

Current  periodicals  in  reading  room 165 

Medical  periodicals  in  medical  room 26 

Books  in  the  medical  collection 561 

Circulation  Tne  gain  in  t*ie  circulation  of  adult  books  over  last  year  was 
6,527  volumes,  the  classes  of  Literature,  Biography  and  Fiction 
showing  largest  increase.  In  the  children's  department  there 
was  a  marked  increase  in  the  circulation  of  non-fiction. 

De      j  The  distribution  of  books  from  the  deposit  stations  has  given 

Stations  a  decided  impetus  to  the  home  use  of  books,  particularly  by  the 
young  people.  This,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  only  two  of  our 
stations  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year — Station  A  at 
Washington  school,  and  Station  D  at  Miss  Gormley's  bakery, 
2546  West  Railroad  avenue.  From  these  two  stations  there  were 
circulated  more  than  double  the  number  of  books  loaned  from 
four  stations  last  year,  and  this  at  practically  no  cost  to  the 
library  for  services.  A  small  appropriation  for  this  work  would 
allow  us  to  maintain  two  other  stations,  one  being  needed  in  the 
southeastern  section,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lincoln  school,  and  one 
in  the  western  section  to  replace  that  which  was  removed  from 
Emerson  Street  church. 


At  request  of  Mrs.  R.  B.  Ennis,  a  small  collection  of  books  was 
placed  in  Mason  Park  playground  last  summer  and  loaned  from 
there  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Ennis  and  Miss  Goodman, 
director  of  girl's  work  at  Mason  park.  The  plan  gained  many 
new  readers  for  the  library,  and  we  would  strongly  recommend 
its  continuance  with  the  co-operation  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
playground  work.  Among  these  new  readers  there  were  some 
who  had  not  heard  of  the  Public  Library,  and  others  who  knew 
of  it  but  supposed  there  was  an  admission  fee  charged  at  the 
door. 

In  addition  to  circulation  of  books  from  the  library  and  de- 
posit stations,  there  were  798  volumes  sent  to  the  public  schools 
for  use  of  the  pupils  under  supervision  of  the  teachers.  No  rec- 
ord was  kept  of  the  use  of  these  books. 

A  small  number  of  books  was  loaned  to  Sharp  Corner  school, 
just  west  of  our  town  limits,  and  for  the  past  two  years  a  circu- 
lation of  898  volumes  is  reported.  This  privilege  was  granted 
this  school  in  November,  1908,  by  your  management  committee, 
who  authorized  us  to  loan  such  books  as  were  not  needed  in  the 
library.  The  demand  has  continued  each  year  since  that  time. 
The  children  in  that  neighborhood  have  absolutely  no  other 
books,  and  they  have  read  eagerly  those  which  would  otherwise 
have  remained  upon  our  shelves,  as  not  attractive  to  our  young 
library  patrons. 

The  privilege  of  borrowing  books,  music  and  pianola  rolls  from 
the  Sadie  Knowland  Coe  collection  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
a  widening  circle  of  people.  There  were  1,185  books,  130  pieces 
of  sheet  music  and  2,059  pianola  rolls  loaned  during  the  year  on 
reader's  cards.  The  accessions  for  the  year  were:  Books,  43; 
pieces  of  sheet  music,  23;  pianola  rolls,  26. 

The  actual  reference  use  of  the  library  can  only  be  estimated, 
but  this  use  is  constantly  growing.  Reference  and  reading  lists 
on  the  following  subjects  were  prepared  during  the  year: 


Boy  Scouts  (compiled  by  Children's  librarian). 

Enoch  Arnold  Bennett. 

Child  welfare. 

Grand  Operas  (given  by  Chicago  Grand  Opera  Company). 

Parcels  Post. 

Pierian  Club  list  (miscellaneous  subjects). 

Spain. 

Spanish  novels. 

The  Medical  Science  section  now  comprises  561  volumes  and 
26  periodicals.  The  medical  room,  founded  in  honor  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward H.  Webster,  has  been  furnished  by  the  donors  of  the  Web- 
ster Library  Maintenance  fund  and  will  be  opened  at  an  early 
date.  Further  endowments  have  been  made  for  medical  section, 
as  noted  in  report  of  treasurer  of  special  funds. 

The  Drama  Club  of  Evanston  made  further  gifts  amounting 
to  $152.50  for  purchase  of  books  for  the  drama  section.  Of  this 
amount,  $127.50  was  received  just  too  late  to  be  included  in  our 
annual  financial  statement. 

The  library  has  received  from  individuals  and  institutions  705 
volumes  and  1,752  pamphlets. 

An  additional  item  of  binding  expense  was  $45  for  services 
of  Mrs.  E.  F.  Purtill  for  instruction  to  members  of  our  staff  In 
recasing  and  mending  of  books,  and  $6.04  for  binding  supplies. 
This  expenditure  was  amply  justified  by  the  increased  efficiency 
thus  gained  by  our  assistants,  in  mending  and  repair  of  books. 
The  number  of  volumes  sent  to  the  bindery  was  1,772.  There 
were  2,197  books  repaired  in  the  library  during  the  year. 

Some  of  the  occasions  upon  which  Library  Hall  was  used 
were  as  follows: 

January  21 — Evanston  Historical  Society — Lecture  by  Prof. 
James  A.  James  on  "Illinois  in  the  Revolution." 


February  4 — Lecture  to  Boy  Scouts  by  J.  Seymour  Currey. 

Evanston     Parks     and     Playgrounds — Business 
meeting. 

April  17 — Boy  Scouts,  General  Committee — Business  meeting. 
April  24 — Children  of  the  Loyal  Legion — Entertainment 

May  1 — North  Shore  Advisory  Board,  Children's  Home — Busi- 
ness meeting. 

May  17  and  19 — Illinois  Historical  Society,  joint  meeting 
with  Mississippi  Valley  Association  and  North  Central  History 
Teacher's  Association. 

We  would  very  gratefully  acknowledge  the  consideration  and 
generosity  always  shown  to  librarian  and  staff  by  your  board. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Librarian. 


Evanston  Public  Library 

Orrington  Avenue  and  Church  Street 


Library  open  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. 
Reading  Room  open  Sundays  and  Holidays,  2  to  6  p.  m. 


Board  of  Directors 

*R.  C.  Lake,  President  J.  W.  Thompson,  Vice-Pres. 

F.  W.  Nichols  H.  J.  Wallingford 
W.  E.  Humphrey                           E.  L.  Shuman 

G.  T.  Kelly  C.  M.  Cartwright 
tRev.  G.  C.  Stewart                       C.  P.  Coffin 


Library  Staff 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  Librarian  and  Secretary 

Gertrude  L.  Brown,  Assistant  Librarian  and  Cataloguer 

Heads  of  Departments: 

Loan—  Bertha  S.  Bliss 
Reference  —  Flora  N.  Hay 
Children's  —  Maude  Chidester 

Assistants:  Gertrude  E.  Aiken,  Frances  H.  Spining,  W.  Free- 
man Galpin,  Leslie  C.  Ferris,  Inez  Potter,  substitute;  William 
E.  Lee,  Janitor  and  Engineer;  William  Bentley,  Assistant 
Janitor 


*Resigned  March,  1912 

tSucceeded  Mr.  Lake,  March  28,  1912. 
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Report  of  the  Directors 

To  the  Memorable  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Evanston,  111. 

Gentlemen: — In  presenting  the  annual  report  of  the  Library 
for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1912 — the  thirty-ninth  year  since  its 
organization,  we  wish  to  convey  to  you  our  earnest  appreciation 
of  your  cordial,  hearty,  and  co-operative  support  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  the  Library. 

The  results  of  the  past  year's  work  show  substantial  and 
fairly  satisfactory  progress  along  all  of  the  various  lines  of 
operation. 

The  cumulative  attainments  of  the  years,  since  its  organiza- 
tion, have  slowly  but  surely  built  up  a  large,  valuable  and  impor- 
tant public  library,  which,  taken  in  connection  with  its  establish- 
ment in  a  commodious  and  permanent  home,  place  it  in  a  com- 
manding position,  so  that  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  focal 
center  of  general  and  special  educational  interest.  It  is  an 
important  working  auxiliary  to  our  public  schools,  the  North- 
western University,  the  Drama  and  other  clubs,  the  Playground 
Association,  etc. 

An  important  problem,  now  pressing  for  solution,  is  how  to 
make  the  contents  of  the  stack  room  more  easily  and  readily 
available  to  the  people  residing  in  the  more  remote  sections  of 
the  city. 

Another  urgent  matter  is  how  to  diffuse  a  more  general 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  Library's  equipment,  its  pur- 
poses, plans,  methods,  and  advantages  for  study,  research,  and 
recreation. 

Belonging  to  the  city,  its  privileges  and  opportunities  are 
alike  free  to  each  and  all  of  the  people,  without  regard  to  age, 
nationality,  location,  occupation,  wealth,  social  standing,  or  intel- 
lectual attainment. 

The  income  of  the  Library  being  limited,  and  the  cost  of 
maintenance  slowly  but  steadily  increasing,  the  solution  of  these 
and  kindred  problems  of  administration  must  necessarily  be 
slow — according  to  the  available  means;  i.  e.,  not  as  we  should  like 
to  do,  but  the  best  that  we  can  do,  and  as  soon  as  we  are  finan- 
cially able  to  do  it. 

We  invite  the  most  careful  consideration  of  the  subjoined 
yearly  report,  which  presents  in  a  concise  and  condensed  form 
the  work  of  the  past  year  and  the  condition  of  the  Library  and 
its  finances  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  only  shadow  upon  the 
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year's  record  is  the  loss,  by  resignation,  of  the  long-continued 
and  most  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Richard  C.  Lake  as  a  Director. 
The  necessity  of  frequent  and  prolonged  absence  from  Evanston 
made  his  resignation  a  seeming  necessity,  much  to  the  regret  of 
all  his  associates  on  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, 

By  John  W.  Thompson, 
Vice-President  and  Acting  President 

Resolutions  Adopted  by  Board  of  Directors 

APRIL  25,  1912 

Whereas,  Mr.  Richard  C.  Lake,  after  serving  for  seventeen 
years,  from  July,  1895,  to  March,  1912,  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Evanston  Public  Library,  during  the  last 
three  years  as  its  President,  has  felt  it  advisable,  because  his 
plans  for  the  future  contemplate  frequent  and  prolonged  absences 
from  the  City  of  Evanston,  to  resign  his  membership  on  said 
Board  of  Directors;  and, 

Whereas,  Mr.  Lake's  resignation  has  been  accepted  and  his 
successor  duly  appointed,  the  Board  of  Directors  desires  to  place 
on  record  an  expression  of  its  high  appreciation  of  his  long, 
varied,  and  most  valuable  services  as  a  director,  making  special 
mention  of  his  work  in  connection  with  the  planning,  construct- 
ing, interior  decorating,  and  furnishing  of  our  new  Library  build- 
ing; also  the  securing  and  placing  of  the  lamps  to  light  the 
approach  to  the  entrance  of  the  building;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  freedom  of  the  Library  be  and  hereby  is 
extended  to  Mr.  Richard  C.  Lake;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
associated  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  resignation,  urge  him 
to  make  use  of  the  Directors'  R'oom,  so  elegantly  furnished 
through  his  own  generosity,  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board, 
and  to  feel  free  to  advise  relative  to  the  Interests  of  the  Library 
at  all  times;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  at  large  upon  our 
records,  that  they  be  published  in  each  of  the  Evanston  news- 
papers and  the  annual  Library  Report  of  this  year,  and  that  a 
copy  of  them  be  engrossed  and  presented  to  Mr.  Lake. 

3 


Librarian's  Report 


Board  of  Directors,  Evanston  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  —  We  submit  for  publication  the  following  resum6 
of  the  thirty-ninth  Annual  Report  covering  year  ending  May  31, 
1912. 

The  report  in  full  detail,  which  was  submitted  July  1,  1912, 
is  on  file  for  future  reference. 

Appended  are  tables  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures, 
the  contents  of  the  Library,  the  number  and  character  of  books 
circulated,  and  the  number  of  Readers. 

Contents  Of  the  2,125  books  added  this  year,  418,  or  about  19  per  cent, 

of  Library       were  fiction,  and  440,  or  about  20  per  cent,  were  books  for  young 
people. 

Of  the  books  withdrawn,  71  per  cent  consisted  of  fiction  and 
the  books  for  young  people.  The  other  withdrawals  were  largely 
books  which  had  no  value  to  the  working  Library,  because  super- 
ceded  by  later  editions.  These  were  removed  to  the  basement 
stack  room,  and  the  cards  withdrawn  from  the  catalogue. 

Experience  has  shown  us  the  economy  of  replacing  our  worn 
out  books  wherever  possible  with  those  bound  from  the  publish- 
ers' sheets  by  Chivers  of  New  York  and  Huntting  of  Springfield, 
Mass. 

The  reduction  of  about  $303.00  in  our  binding  bills  is  probably 
largely  duo  to  the  use  of  these  stronger  bindings.  Another  rea- 
son for  reduced  binding  cost  has  been  the  increased  use  of  cloth 
and  pigskin  as  a  substitute  for  morocco  bindings. 


Circulation          ^*ur  nome  circulation  exceeded   that  of  last  year  by   3,bl2 
volumes. 

Classes  showing  largest  increase  are  travel,  natural  science, 
useful  arts  and  fiction.  The  same  increase  in  use  of  books  in 
science  and  useful  arts  is  noted  in  the  Children's  Department, 
which  indicates  the  Library's  increasing  service  to  the  practical 
as  well  as  the  cultural  needs  of  the  community. 


Deposit  The  deposit  stations  are  still  the  largest  factors  in  extending 

Stations          the  sphere  of  the  Library's  usefulness.     This  is  particularly  true 

of  Station  A  because  of  its  fortunate  location  in  Washington 

School,   where  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and   the  many 

neighborhood   activities   centered   there,   enable  us   to  reach  a 


larger  number  of  readers.     The  gain  in  circulation  at  that  Sta- 
tion was  1,954  volumes. 

At  the  Library  Section  of  the  National  Education  Association 
at  Chicago  this  Spring  there  was  exhibited  a  bulletin  bearing 
photographs  of  the  "book  line"  and  the  reading  room  during 
busy  season  at  Station  A,  together  with  some  significant  facts 
concerning  the  value  of  co-operation  of  school  and  library. 

While  the  circulation  of  sheet  music  and  pianola  rolls  is  some- 
what less  than  that  of  last  year,  the  use  of  the  whole  collection 
by  students  of  music  is  steadily  growing,  the  1,100  books  which 
were  drawn  comprising  not  only  books  on  musical  theory  and 
biography,  but  bound  opera  scores,  piano  music  in  score  for  one 
and  two  pianos,  and  librettos  of  the  operas. 

A  complete  printed  catalog  of  the  Music  Section  would  con- 
tribute greatly  toward  a  better  knowledge  of  its  contents,  and 
consequently  the  wider  use  which  it  merits.  The  donor  of  the 
Coe  Endowment,  Prof.  G.  A.  Coe,  offered  some  time  ago  to  pro- 
vide the  means  necessary  for  such  a  catalogue,  but  the  work 
would  have  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  our  Head  Cata- 
loguer, and  thus  far  the  pressure  of  ordinary  routine  work  of 
that  department  has  made  this  impossible. 

The  gain  of  2,745  volumes  in  circulation  of  children's  books 
indicates  the  growing  use  of  the  Library  by  our  young  people, 
the  number  of  books  loaned  from  the  Children's  Department 
being  22  per  cent  of  the  total  home  circulation.  These  figures, 
however,  do  not  represent  the  sum  total  of  the  Library's  influ- 
ence upon  the  youth  of  our  city,  as  many  of  the  older  pupils  of 
our  schools  read  adult  books,  and  statistics  were  not  kept  of 
the  use  of  the  847  volumes  loaned  through  the  schools.  The 
question  comes  at  times,  "What  are  the  children  getting  out  of 
their  reading?"  Many,  of  course,  read  too  many  books,  and 
perhaps  too  many  stories,  and  we  cannot  always  give  the  indi- 
vidual personal  assistance  in  selection,  which  we  would  like,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  very  many  of  these  little  readers  have 
received  real  benefit  from  the  10,866  non-fiction  books  which 
were  drawn  from  the  Children's  Department  alone,  and  for  all 
of  them  the  habit  of  using  the  Library  regularly  is  a  safe  one  to 
cultivate. 


Reference  The  use  made  of  books  in  the  Library  can  only  be  approx- 

Department    imated. 

and  Read-  The  estimate  made  of  51,213  volumes  is  probably  a  conserva- 

ing  Room         live  one. 

This  department  is  serving  an  ever-widening  circle  of  read- 
ers, in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Reference  Librarian  has  been 
handicapped  by  insufficient  help,  owing  to  the  frequent  unavoid- 
able changes  on  the  staff  of  assistants. 

The  following  reference  lists  were  compiled  by  the  Reference 
Librarian : 

Studies  in  Chicago  (Bryant  Circle). 

Spanish  America  (Fortnightly). 

Irish  Dramas. 

Irish  Players. 

Charles  Dickens. 

Business  Management. 

Travel  in  Europe. 

An  addition  was  made  to  the  collection  of  stereographs — 
Underwood  &  Underwood's  Tour  No.  2  of  Palestine,  comprising 
139  stereographs,  with  the  accompanying  books  describing  the 
places  pictured,  may  be  used  with  the  stereoscope  in  the  Reading 
Room,  or  may  be  borrowed.  Practical  use  has  been  made  of 
these  in  day  school  and  Sunday  School  work  and  by  study  clubs. 

Medical  Tne  Medical  Science  Room,  founded  in  honor  of  Dr.  E.  H. 

Science  Webster,  was  formally  opened  on  January  3,  1912,  with  program 

Section  of  addresses  and  reception  to  the  donors  of  the  medical  endow- 

ments and  the  physicians  of  the  city.  The  formal  transfer  of 
the  medical  collection,  with  the  endowment  of  54,500.00,  was 
made  to  the  Library  at  that  time.  The  presentation  address, 
with  history  of  the  founding  of  the  Medical  Science  Section,  was 
made  by  Dr.  Will  Walter,  Trustee  of  the  donors'  funds. 

The  acceptance  on  behalf  of  the  Library  was  made  by  Mr. 
R.  C.  Lake,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Address  was 
made  by  Dr.  Frank  Billings  of  Chicago  upon  "Webster  the 
Doctor,"  and  by  Rev.  William  T.  McElveen  upon  "Dr.  Webster 
the  Man." 

Dr.  D.  P.  MacMillan  of  Chicago  described  the  work  of  Dr. 
Walter  S.  Christopher,  in  whose  name  one  of  the  collections  is 
endowed. 

The  Medical  Room  contains  only  such  books  as  are  of  special 
interest  to  physicians,  nurses,  and  medical  students;  those  which 
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Gifts 


Library 
Hall 


Advertising 
the  Library 


are  of  interest  to  general  readers  have  been  placed  on  the 
shelves  of  the  main  library.  These  comprise  works  on  home 
nursing,  sanitary  science,  hygiene,  and  child  study. 

A  gift  of  $50.00  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  children  and 
playground  work  was  made  by  Mr.  William  S.  Mason. 

The  Drama  Club  of  Evanston  continues  its  substantial  co- 
operation in  contributing  to  our  collection  of  plays  and  dramatic 
literature. 

Besides  the  gift  of  $127.50  for  purchase  of  books,  this  club 
provided  this  year  for  the  cost  of  publishing  a  supplement  to 
the  drama  catalogue  which  was  published  by  the  club  in  October, 
1909.  They  also  assist  in  maintaining  a  Drama  Bulletin  Board 
in  the  Reading  Room  and  a  special  shelf  of  books  on  drama  at 
the  Loan  Desk. 

The  Library  has  received  as  gifts  from  individuals  and  from 
institutions  422  volumes,  2,007  pamphlets,  and  71  photographs. 

Following  are  some  of  the  occasions  upon  which  Library  Hall 
was  used: 

Illinois  Vice  Commission,  public  meeting. 

Evanston  Branch,  Chicago  Medical  Society,  public  meetings 
to  discuss  Evanston's  water  supply. 

Drama  Club  of  Evanston,  series  of  readings  of  plays. 

Mason  Park  Playground  Association,  public  meetings. 

Evanston  Humane  Association,  meetings. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  Allen  J.  McLaughlin,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S. 
Marine  Hospital  Service,  under  auspices  Department  of  Health. 

John  A.  Logan  Post,  monthly  meetings. 

Committee  on  half-holiday  for  Evanston  employees. 

Evanston  Historical  Society,  series  of  lectures:  "Early 
Evanston,"  by  C.  S.  Raddin;  "Seeing  Europe  on  Foot,"  by  Prof. 
James  Taft  Hatfleld;  "Life  on  the  Cruiser  Yale  in  War  Time," 
by  Prof.  Hatfield;  "A  Peep  at  Northern  Mexico,"  by  William 
C.  Levere;  "Personal  Recollections  of  a  Private  in  the  Civil 
War,"  by  Joseph  F.  Ward. 

We  suggest  a  special  campaign  of  publicity  during  the  coming 
year  so  that  we  may  claim  a  registration  of  60  or  75  per  cent  in- 
stead of  43  per  cent  of  our  population.  Although  certain  sections 
of  the  Library  are  in  constant  use,  yet  we  are  continually  find- 
ing evidences  of  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  scope  of  its  contents 
and  of  its  possibilities  as  an  educational  factor. 

7 


In  describing  an  exhibit  of  Library  advertising  held  in  con- 
necton  with  the  Associated  Advertising  Clubs  of  America,  at  the 
Dallas  (Texas)  Public  Library,  the  Dallas  Morning  News  said: 
"The  libraries  of  America  have  realized  that  the  usefulness  of 
the  library,  like  the  usefulness  of  so  many  -other  things,  is  meas- 
ured by  the  number  of  people  who  know  about  it." 

In  sending  our  small  contribution  to  that  exhibit,  we  were 
reminded  of  our  "Library  Day,"  an  annual  feature  of  some  years 
ago,  and  one  which  we  should  like  to  resume. 

As  another  means  to  this  end  we  recommend  that  the  pub- 
lication of  our  Bulletin  of  new  books  be  resumed.  We  acknowl- 
edge in  this  connection  the  kindly  co-operation  of  our  local  papers 
in  publishing  our  lists  of  new  books  and  other  matter  relative  to 
the  Library. 

The  measure  of  the  Library's  usefulness  is  not  shown  by 
statistics,  and  though  we  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  loaned 
120,617  books,  or  4.8  per  capita,  yet  we  are  prouder  of  the  spirit 
of  willing  service  which  has  helped  in  the  giving  out  of  those 
books.  To  our  faithful  and  efficient  staff  of  assistants  is  due  in 
largest  part  the  success  of  the  Library. 

The  Librarian  most  gratefully  acknowledges  your  ever  ready 
assistance  in  matters  of  administration,  and  particularly  the  gen- 
erous leave  of  absence,  which  has  enabled  her  to  resume  her 
work  with  an  entirely  new  vigor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Librarian. 

The  following  statements  exhibiting  the  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture of  money,  the  number  of  books  on  hand,  books  lost  or 
missing  and  books  purchased,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY. 

Librarian. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  ) 
COUNTY  OF  COOK,     \  " 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23rd  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1912. 

JOSEPH  W.  WORK, 

Notary  Public. 
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Annual  Financial  Statement 

Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  May  31,  1911 $2,814.56 

From  County  Collector,  14  J1.-22D.  1911 16,261.87 

From  Town  Collector,  April  20,  1912 8,258.52       14,520.39 


Petty  Cash: 

Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian,   May  31, 

1911    $656.03 

From  fines,  etc 888.09 

From  renting  collection 177.20 

From  lost  and  damaged  books 42.89 

From  miscellaneous  sources 75.13 

Rent  from  Evanston  Historical  Society..        12.00 
Drama  Club  of  Evanston  (check) .  .$127.50 
Drama  Club  of  Evanston,  Sale  of 

Drama  Catalogues  2.10     129.60 

Coe  Endowment  Fund,  interest  on  invest- 
ments           334.87 

Medical   Science    Section,   interest 

on  investments: 

Brayton  Fund   $61.96 

Christopher   Fund    173.60 

Webster     Library     Endowment 

Fund     281.71 

Medical   Science  Room  Endow- 
ment        55.00      572.27         2,888.08 

$20,223.03 
Disbursements 
Books  (inch  $185.42  for  Renting  Collection)  .$1,622.49 

Periodicals    311.85 

Binding  249.85 

Rebinding  and  repairs 428.40 

Furniture  and  fixtures 102.42 

Salaries — Librarian  and  staff 7,317.76 

Janitor  and  assistant  janitor 1,380.0U 

Janitor's  supplies    26.35 

Library  supplies 219.21 

Printing,  postage  and  stationery 114.59 

Light     421.60 

Heat  and  ventilation  332.32 
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Maintenance  of  building  and  grounds 141.38 

Insurance     191.79 

Deposit  Stations   125.90 

Miscellaneous   incidental  expenses 213.18 

Account  Special  Funds: 

Coe  Endowment  Fund — Books,  music,  etc.     191.95 

Drama  Club  Fund — Books 137.04 

Medical   Science   Section — Books,   period- 
icals, etc.: 

Brayton  Fund   f 9.50 

Christopher  Fund  45.96 

Webster  Library  Endowment..   185.70 
Medical   Science  Room  Endow- 
ment         10.04      251.20       13,779.27 

Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1912 $6,443.70 

Balance   Library   Fund $6,106.61 

Balance  Petty  Cash  Fund 65.01 

Balance  Special  Funds: 

Coe  Endowment  Fund $60.01 

Drama  Club  Fund 7.32 

Brayton  Fund   33.46 

Christopher  Fund 98.14 

Webster  Library  Endowment  Fund.  32.85 

Medical  Science  Room  Endowment.  40.36     272.14      $6,443.76 

CLASSIFIED  CONTENTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


Added    Withdrawn  Totals 

during  during  May  31 

year  year  1912 

161  80  5,293 

35  3  728 

33  10  1,294 
158  8  4,382 

6  19  205 

34  16  1,727 
213  37  2,351 
188  22  3,061 
238  37  5,218 

42  8  3,411 

68  9  2,880 

91  7  3,771 

418  241  9,246 

440  415  5,000 

Total  47,354    2,125  912  48,567 
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May 
SI 

1911 

General  works  5,212 

Philosophy  696 

Religion  1,271 

Sociology  4,232 

Philology  218 

Natural  science  1,709 

Useful  arts  2,175 

Fine  arts  2,895 

Literature  5,017 

History  3,377 

Travel  2,821 

Biography  3,687 

Fiction  9,069 

Books  for  young  people 4,975 


Coe  Music  Collection: 

Books  (1911),  1,250;  added  during  the  year,  99 1,349 

Sheet  music  (1911),  332;  added,  28 360 

Pianola  rolls  (1911),  510;  added,  21;  withdrawn,  1 530 

Music  periodicals,  filed  in  Reading  Room 5 

Medical  Science  Section: 

Books  (1911),  561;  added  during  the  year,  40 601 

Medical  periodicals,  filed  in  Medical  Room 25 

Current  periodicals,  filed  in  Reading  Room 119 

CLASSES   OF    BOOKS    LENT 

, Adults: \     / Children's: s 

Deposit  Deposit 

Library         Stations    Library     Station* 

General  works   1,764  21 

Philosophy     979  6 

Religion    (incl.   Mythology) 807  7        2,795           487 

Sociology   (incl.   folk  lore,  fairy 

tales,  etc.)    1,793  80 

Language    129  21 

Natural  science  1,061  13    ) 

Useful  arts    1,447  29    \   1>21 

Coe  Music  Collection 1,100 

Fine  arts   2,124  10    ) 

Literature    6,535  56    \    1>92T        1'34 

Travel   2,335  14    ) 

History    '1,986  23    }    1>475 

Biography    2,366  19           505           124 

Fiction     6tt,773  2,615       13,158         2,480 

91,199        2,914       21,074         5,430 
Total  home  circulation 120,617 


Percentage  of  circulation:     Fiction,  58%;  non-fiction,  20%;  chil- 
dren, 22%. 

Largest  circulation  for  one  day,  757;   smallest  circulation,  126. 
Loaned  to  schools,  circulation  not  recorded,  847  v. 
Number  of  pictures  circulated,  600. 
Books  used  in  the  Library  (estimated),  51,213. 
Sheet  music  circulated  from  Coe  Music  Room,  100  pieces. 
Pianola  rolls  circulated  from  Coe  Music  Room,  1,296  rolls. 


11 


CIRCULATION    BY   MONTHS 

June 8,359      January 9,380 

July    8,653      February 11,628 

August 9,077      March    11,447 

September    8,538      April    12,642 

October 9,144      May    11,483 

November 10,355 

December  . 9,911          Total 120,617 

REGISTRATION   OF    READERS 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1911 10,361 

New  cards  issued   1,622 


11,983 
Cards  expired   1,206 


Cards  in  force  May  31,  1912 10,777 

RENTAL  COLLECTION  OF  DUPLICATES 

Volumes  in  the  collection  May  31,  1911 Ill 

Purchased  during  the  year 178 


289 
Volumes  accessioned  and  transferred  to  general  collection       78 
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Rentals  at  5  cents  per  week  per  book $177.20 

Fines  at  2  cents  per  day  for  overdue  books 71.21 


$248.41 
Books  purchased  (178)  185.42 


Balance  for  year $62.99 

BINDING   AND    REBINDING 

Bound  for  the  first  time,  309  volumes,  at  a  cost  of $249.85 

Rebound,  963  volumes,  at  a  cost  of 426.70 

Seven  volumes   repaired 1.70 


Total,  1,279  volumes,  at  a  cost  of $678.25 

Average  cost  of  new  binding,  per  volume,  80c. 
Average  cost  of  rebinding,  per  volume,  44c. 
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SADIE  KNOWLAND   COE  MUSIC   ROOM. 


THE  LO\N  DESK. 


Evanston  Public  Library 

Orrington  Avenue  and  Church  Street 
Evanston,  Illinois 


Library  Open  9  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M. 
Reading  Room  Open  Sundays  and  Holidays,  2  to  6  P.  M. 


Board  of  Directors 

W.  E.  Humphrey,  President  J.  W.  Thompson,  Vice-President 

F.  W.   Nichols  H.  J.   Wallingford 

*George  T.  Kelly  E.  L.  Shuman 

Rev.  George  Craig  Stewart  C.  M.  Cartwright 

C.  P.  Coffin 


Library  Staff 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  Librarian  and  Secretary 

Gertrude  L.  Brown,  Assistant  Librarian  and  Cataloguer 

Heads  of  Departments: 

Order  Department  —  Bertha  S.  Bliss 
Reference  Department  —  Flora  N.  Hay 
Children's  Department  —  Maud  Chidester 
Loan  Department  —  Nancy  M.  Corse 

Assistants  —  Frances  H.  Spining,  Inez  Potter 
Pages  —  W.  Freeman  Galpin,  Leslie  C.  Ferris 
Janitors—  William  E.  Lee,  William  Bentley 


•Resigned  December,  1912 


President's  Report 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Evanston,  Illinois: 

GENTLEMEN: — It  is  my  honor  and  privilege  to  submit  to  you  here- 
with the  Fortieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Evanstou  Public  Library,  for 
the  year  ending  May  31,  1913.  The  report  of  the  Librarian  and  Secre- 
tary appended  hereto,  exhibits  in  detail  the  various  activities  of  the 
different  departments  and  the  financial  statement  shows  the  income 
and  its  application  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  the  needs  of  the 
Library. 

Starting  in  July,  1873,  with  one  thousand  volumes  and  a  single 
Librarian,  there  are  now  as  we  approach  the  end  of  the  fortieth  year 
of  our  existence,  on  our  shelves  approximately  fifty  thousand  volumes, 
and  our  staff  consists  of  a  Librarian,  Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay,  and  seven 
assistants,  two  pages  and  two  janitors.  Over  ten  thousand  member- 
ship cards  are  in  force  and  there  were  taken  from  the  Library  and 
sub-stations  during  the  past  year  for  home  reading,  over  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  thousand  volumes.  The  Coe  Music  Room  continues  to  be 
well  patronized  and  the  generous  endowment  made  by  its  founder 
keeps  it  well  supplied  with  the  best  musical  scores  and  literature. 

The  special  endowment  funds,  given  to  the  Library  by  various  or- 
ganizations and  individuals,  and  of  which  the  Library  Directors  are 
special  trustees  under  our  State  Statutes,  now  amount  to  the  sum  of 
Ten  Thousand  Dollars  and  are  kept  invested  in  substantial  securities 
by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wallingford,  special  treasurer  of  these  funds  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Supreme  Court  interpretation  of  the  Juul  law  requiring  inter- 
est upon  bonds  to  be  included  in  the  three  per  cent  limit  of  city  taxa- 
tion, reduced  our  available  income  for  the  year  beginning  January 
1,  1913,  by  nearly  four  thousand  dollars.  To  meet  this  situation,  the 
Board  of  Directors  at  a  meeting  held  February  21,  1913,  ordered  the 
Library  closed  Sunday  afternoons,  and  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  evenings  after  six-thirty  o'clock,  discontinued  the  purchase  of 
all  new  books  and  deferred  all  binding  and  rebinding.  Our  book  pur- 
chases and  disbursements  for  binding  and  rebinding  have  amounted 
for  several  years  to  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  per  year. 
In  order  to  keep  up  these  branches  of  the  Library  work,  a  special 
appeal  was  made  to  our  citizens  for  donations  to  a  Special  Emergency 
Fund  to  meet  these  disbursements.  Ninety-one  responses  were  re- 
ceived to  this  appeal  and  cash  and  pledges  received  to  an  amount 
slightly  in  excess  of  nine  hundred  dollars.  On  behalf  of  the  Library 
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Board,  I  extend  its  thanks  to  all  of  those  citizens  who  responded  so 
generously.  By  direction  of  the  Board,  the  names  of  these  donors  are 
given  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

At  the  May  meeting,  the  Library  Board,  finding  that  sufficient  funds 
would  not  be  available  to  keep  the  Library  open  throughout  the  year, 
decided  to  close  it  entirely  for  the  month  from  July  15  to  August  15. 
By  the  generous  action  of  members  of  the  staff  who  voluntarily  gave 
up  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  salaries  for  this  period,  this  closing 
will  result  in  a  substantial  saving  to  the  Library. 

The  Legislature  has  amended  the  Juul  law  so  that  for  a  period  of 
three  years  interest  on  bonded  indebtedness  will  not  be  included  in 
the  three  per  cent  limit.  This  will  not  furnish  additional  funds  how- 
ever for  nearly  a  year.  In  the  meantime  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  limit  all  disbursements  unless  sufficient  funds 
become  available  through  donation  or  otherwise  to  remove  the  neces- 
sity of  such  limitation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WIRT  E.  HUMPHREY. 

June  1,  1913.  President  of  Board  of  Directors. 


Historical 


The  Evanston  Library  Association,  organized  Aug.  26,  1870,  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  William  T.  Shepherd.  President,  L.  L.  Greenleaf.  Sec- 
retary, Samuel  Greene.  First  Librarian,  Thomas  J.  Kellam.  Annual 
subscription,  $5.00.  Life  membership,  $30.00  for  gentlemen,  $20.00 
for  ladies. 

First  location,  second  floor  of  613  Davis  St.  April,  1873,  citizens 
of  Village  of  Evanston  voted  for  two-mill  tax  for  free  public  library. 

First  Board  of  Trustees  of  Free  Library  of  Village  of  Evanston: 
L.  H.  Boutell,  J.  S.  Jewell,  O.  E.  Willard,  J.  H.  Kedzie,  Samuel  Greene, 
E.  S.  Taylor,  Andrew  Shuman,  L.  L.  Greenleaf,  Thomas  Freeman. 

First  meeting,  Board  of  Directors  of  Free  Library,  held  June  21, 
1873.  President,  J.  H.  Kedzie.  Secretary,  Samuel  Greene.  First 
Librarian  of  Public  Library,  Miss  L.  H.  Newman.  April,  1889,  moved 
to  lower  floor  of  Anton  Block's  building,  on  site  now  occupied  by 
Mason  &  Smart  building,  Sherman  Ave.,  near  Davis  St.  April,  1893, 
moved  to  second  floor,  City  Hall.  Dec.  8,  1903,  $40,000  received  from 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  for  Library  building  (later  increased  to 
$50,000).  July  1,  1904,  City  of  Evanston  gave  site  for  building.  Dur- 
ing 1906  and  1907,  City  of  Evanston  issued  bonds  for  $65,000  for 

3 


Library  building.  During  1906  and  1907,  Gifts  toward  construction 
and  furnishing  of  building  received  from:  James  A.  Patten,  William 
Listen  Brown,  Milton  H.  Wilson,  William  Deering,  George  A.  Coe, 
James  Taft  Hatfield,  and  Richard  C.  Lake.  June  2,  1906,  corner  stone 
of  new  building  laid.  December,  1907  moved  to  new  Library  building, 
Orrington  Ave.  and  Church  St.  January  1,  1908,  new  Library  building 
opened  to  public. 

Directors 
L.  L.  Greenleaf 1870-1874      C.   W.   Northup 1883-18SG 


H.  G.  Powers 1870-1871 

Chas.  Randolph  1870-1871 

Samuel  Greene    1870-1874 

Lyman  J.  Gage 1870-1871 

Ambrose  Foster 1870-1871 

Andrew  Shuman  1870-1874 

L.  H.  Boutell 1870-1899 

J.  S.  Jewell,  M.  D 1870-1874 

J.  H.  Kedzie 1870-1877 

Rev.  E.  O.  Haven,  D.  D.  .1870-1872 

J.  S.  Page 1871-1873 

O.  S.  Willard 1873-1874 

E.  S.  Taylor 1873-1874 

Thomas  Freeman 1873-1876 

H.  M.  Bannister 1874-1878 

W.  N.  Brainerd 1874-1878 

N.  C.  Gridley 1875-1895 

C.  A.  Rogers 1876-1909 

E.  A.  Gage 1877-1880 

H.  G.  Lunt 1878-1885 

S.  H.  McElwain 1878-1881 

E.  A.  Lord 1880-1883 

W.  E.  Stockton..  ..1881-1884 


Holmes  Hoge  1884-1890 

J.  S.  Currey 1884-1908 

J.  A.  Pearsons 1887-1890 

J.  W.  Thompson 1890- 

F.  E.  Lord 1890-1894 

W.  S.  Lord 1892-1905 

D.  H.  Lamberson 1893-1897 

J.   W.   Byam 1893-1898 

W.  L.  Brown 1894-1901 

K.  C.  Lake 1895-1912 

F.  W.  Nichols 1897- 

Charles  G.  Neely 1898-1905 

George  W.  Paullin 1899-1908 

Rev.  J.  H.  Boyd,  D.  D 1902-1906 

Wirt  E.  Humphrey 1905- 

George  T.  Kelly 1905-1912 

H.  J.  Wallingf ord 1906- 

P.  J.  Kasper 1908-1911 

Rev.  W.  A.  Colledge,  D.D.  1909-1911 

Edwin  L.  Shuman 1909- 

Charles  M.  Cartwright  .  .1911- 

Charles  P.  Coffin 1911- 

Rev.  Geo.  Craig  Stewart.  1912- 


Presidents 

L.  L,  Greenleaf 1870-1873      J.  W.  Thompson 1895-1905 

J.  H.  Kedzie 1873-1877       J.  Seymour  Currey 1906-190S 

L.  H.  Boutell 1877-1882       Richard  C.  Lake 1908-1912 

N.  C.  Gridley 1882-1895      Wirt  E.  Humphrey 1912- 

Librarians 

Thomas  J.  Kellam January  to  March,  1871 

Miss  Mary  E.  Greene March,  1871,  to  March,  1872 

Miss  L.  H.  Newman March,  1872,  to  October,  1875 
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Miss  N.  A.  Lathrop October,  1875,  to  September,  1876 

Miss  L.  H.  Bannister September,  1876,  to  November  15,  1880 

Miss  Lizzie  R.  Hunt November  15,  1880,  to  September  16,  1882 

Miss  Ada  L.  Fairfleld September  15,  1882,  to  September  15,  1883 

Miss  Anna  P.  Lord September  15,  1883,  to  November,  1888 

Miss  Laura  K.  Richards November,  1888,  to  May,  1891 

Miss  Mary  S.  Morse May,  1891,  to  October,  1891 

Miss  May  Van  Benschoten October,  1891,  to  June,  1894 

Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay June,  1894- 

Assistant  Librarians. 

G.  E.  Wire October  26,  1876,  to  September,  1878 

John  C.  Bannister September,  1878,  to  November,  1880 

G.  E.  Wire „ November,  1880,  to  June,  1881 

Frank  Lord  July,  1881,  to  September,  1884 

Frank  E.  Lovett September,  1884,  to  November,  1888 

Laura  R.  Richards January  28,  1888,  to  November,  1888 

C.  H.  Zimmerman January  28,  1888,  to  June,  1889 

Mary  S.  Morse January  28,  1888,  to  May,  1891 

F.  E.  Lovett June,  1889,  to  October,  1889 

Frank  W.  Hemenway October,  1889,  to  October,  1890 

H.  M.  Echlin October,  1890,  to  January,  1891 

Brook  Draper January,  1891,  to  April,  1891 

Henry  B.  Merwin April,  1891,  to  October,  1891 

May  Van  Benschoten May,  1891,  to  October,  1891 

Isabelle  Morse October,  1891,  to  November,  1892 

James  T.  Wray,  Jr November,  1891,  to  September,  1895 

Jeanie  Smith December,  1892,  to  June,  1894 

May  Van  Benschoten June,  1894,  to  September,  1894 

Hattye  L.  Ailing June,  1894,  to  September,  1897 

Cora  M.  Hill September,  1894,  to  April,  1904 

Gertrude  L.  Brown November,  1895- 

Bertha  S.   Bliss October,  1896- 

Elizabeth  P.  Clarke October,  1897,  to  July,  1902 

Flora  N.  Hay October,  1902- 

Gertrude  E.  Aiken May,  1903,  to  June,  1912 

Ida  F.  Wright October,  1904,  to  March,  1909 

Maud  Chidester December,  1904- 

Frances  H.  Spining  May,  1908- 

Alice  E.  Keener September,  1909-August,  1911 

Inez  Potter  December,  1912- 

Mrs.  Nancy  M.  Corse December,  1912- 
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Present  Activities  of  the  Library 

Our  Library,  which  has  capacity  for  about  110,000  volumes,  now 
contains  49,638  volumes,  comprising  books  upon  all  subjects  in 
the  English  language,  likely  to  be  called  for,  besides  a  limited  num- 
ber of  books  in  German,  French,  Swedish,  Danish  and  Norwegian. 

A  Dictionary  Card  Catalogue  containing  authors,  titles  and  subjects 
is  a  key  to  all  of  the  books  in  the  Library. 

The  Reference  and  Reading  Rooms  contain  about  3,500  volumes  of 
reference  works  such  as  Encyclopedias,  Dictionaries,  Year  Books,  and 
bound  files  of  periodicals.  The  Reference  Librarian  supplies  material 
for  club  programs,  debates,  etc.,  and  has  compiled  reference  lists  dur- 
ing the  year  upon  the  following  subjects:  English  art  and  literature, 
17th  and  18th  centuries;  Present-day  topics  in  the  two  Americas; 
China — mission  study;  Mormonism — mission  study;  Mexico;  The 
Balkans;  Pensions  for  mothers;  Third  term  for  president;  Six-year 
term  for  president;  Japanese  in  the  U.  S.  Periodicals  currently  re- 
ceived number  173  and  are  on  file  in  the  Reading  Room.  About  39,782 
books  were  consulted  during  the  year,  and  a  number  of  reference 
questions  were  answered  by  telephone. 

The  Children's  Room  contains  5,000  volumes  of  carefully  selected 
books  in  all  classes.  A  separate  card  catalogue  indexes  these  books 
under  author,  title  and  subject,  and  a  number  of  helpful  lists  and 
guides  to  good  reading  are  on  file. 

The  Children's  Librarian  is  always  ready  to  assist  in  selection  of 
books. 

Here  is  also  found  a  large  collection  of  mounted  prints  of  famous 
paintings,  pictures  of  places  and  of  noted  people.  A  collection  of 
Underwood's  Stereographs  with  accompanying  handbooks  is  of  great 
value  and  interest  not  only  to  young  people  but  to  adults  interested 
in  seeing  the  "beauty  spots"  of  the  world. 

The  Sadie  Knowland  Coe  Music  Collection,  founded  and  endowed 
by  Prof.  George  A.  Coe,  and  opened  on  April  2,  1908,  now  contains 
1,441  books,  388  pieces  of  sheet  music,  557  pianola  rolls,  and  5  current 
musical  periodicals. 

This  comprehensive  library  of  the  best  classical  music  and  musical 
theory  is  open  for  reference  or  home  use  of  Library  borrowers,  subject 
to  the  usual  Library  rules.  During  the  year  there  were  issued  from 
this  room  824  books,  89  pieces  of  sheet  music,  927  pianola  rolls. 

Pianola  hours,  12  to  1:30  and  4  to  6  daily,  except  Sunday;  7  to  9 
p.  m.  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday.  Apply  at  Loan  Desk  for  use  of 
Music  Room  or  piano. 
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The  Medical  Science  Room,  founded  in  honor  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Webster, 
which  was  opened  Jan.  3,  1912,  now  contains  G20  volumes  of  miscel- 
laneous Medical  works  and  about  200  volumes  of  unbound  periodicals. 
Thirty  current  Medical  periodicals  are  on  file. 

This  Room  is  open  to  physicians,  nurses  and  special  students. 
Books  on  sanitary  science,  hygiene,  nursing,  etc.,  of  value  to  lay 
readers  are  shelved  in  the  main  Library. 

Report  of  the  various  endowments  of  this  Section  is  made  under 
Financial  Statement. 

The  Department  of  The  Drama  is  unusually  full  and  complete 
owing  to  the  generous  co-operation  of  the  Drama  Club  of  Evanston 
in  providing  funds  for  the  purchase  of  some  200  volumes  of  plays 
and  other  dramatic  literature. 

A  book  rack  with  bulletin  board  near  the  Loan  Desk  is  devoted  to 
the  display  of  drama  books,  as  well  as  clippings  about  current  plays 
and  players.     Here  also  are  posted  the  bulletins  of  the  Drama  League 
of  America  recommending  plays  which  are  worthy  of  patronage. 
Deposit  Stations  are  maintained  as  follows: 

Station  A,  Washington  School,  Main  St.  and  Ashland  Ave. 

This  Station  Library  is  an  important  feature  of  the  many 
neighborhood  activities  centered  at  this  School,  and  is  open  for 
free  use  of  all  the  people  in  the  neighborhood.  A  collection  of 
from  200  to  500  books,  changed  from  time  to  time  to  suit  the 
demand,  is  kept  here  and  the  active  use  of  theso  books  is 
shown  by  a  "banner"  circulation  for  the  past  year  of  5,944 
volumes. 

Station  D,  North  End  Department,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Central  St., 

corner  Prairie  Ave.,  is  a  helpful  adjunct  to  the  work  of  the 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  is  open  as  well  to  all  the  people  of  that  section. 

Special  requests  for  books  will  receive  prompt  attention  from  the 

Library. 

Owing  to  our  reduced  income,  Station  B  has  been  temporarily 
closed,  and  Stations  A  and  D  are  maintained  almost  wholly  with  local 
assistance. 

To  satisfy  demand  for  new  and  most  popular  books,  duplicate 
copies  are  bought  and  rented  at  5  cents  per  week  per  book.  Free 
copies  of  these  books  are  also  placed  in  the  Library.  When  the 
rental  copies  have  paid  for  themselves,  they  are  transferred  to  the 
free  collection. 

Evanston  householders  ("householder"  interpreted  in  broadest 
sense)  are  given  borrower's  cards  upon  signing  application  blank. 
Evanston  residents  who  are  not  householders  must  have  application 
signed  by  a  guarantor  who  is  a  householder. 
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Non-resident  cards  are  issued  upon  payment  of  25  cents  per  month 
or  $2.50  per  year.  Non-resident  students  of  the  various  colleges  and 
schools  in  Evanston  are  granted  borrower's  privileges  upon  guarantee 
by  the  Boards  of  the  several  schools. 

Books  not  in  when  called  for  will  be  reserved  for  24  hours  upon 
payment  of  2  cents  for  postage.  Borrowers  will  be  notified  in  order 
of  application. 

The  Evanston  Historical  Society,  whose  valuable  and  interesting 
collection  of  books,  pamphlets,  portraits,  clippings  and  historical 
relics  is  located  on  the  basement  floor,  while  not  belonging  to  the 
Library,  is  available  to  Library  patrons  upon  request.  Popular  courses 
of  lectures  are  given  every  year  in  Library  Hall,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Historical  Society.  Mr.  J.  Seymour  Currey,  for  24  years  a 
member  of  the  Public  Library  Board,  is  President  of  this  Society. 

Library  Hall  is  at  the  disposal  of  educational  or  charitable  organ- 
izations at  any  time  during  the  day.  Special  arrangement  may  be 
made  for  evening  use  by  applying  to  the  Librarian.  A  small  rental 
is  charged  for  entertainments  at  which  entrance  fee  is  charged. 

The  Library  offers  to  co-operate  as  far  as  it  can  with  all  educa- 
tional and  welfare  work  of  the  community,  particularly  that  con- 
cerned with  children  and  young  people. 


Classified  Contents  of  the  Library 


May  31. 
1912. 


Totals 
May  28 
1913- 


Added  Withdrawn 

during  during 

year.  year. 

General  works   5,293           215  2  5,506 

Philosophy     728             24  7  745 

Religion    1,294             67  6  1,356 

Sociology      4,382            144  19  4,507 

Philology    205               6  2  209 

Natural  science  1,727             28  5  1,750 

Useful  arts    2,351           114  32  2,433 

Fine  arts  3,061           167  10  3,218 

Literature    5,218           170  31  5,357 

History    3,411              63  5  3,469 

Travel    2,880             87  5  2,958 

Biography     3,771              90  9  3,852 

Fiction     9,246            347  205  9,388 

Books  for  young  people 5,000           266  380  4,890 

Total 48,567         1,788  717         49,638 
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CLASSES  OF  BOOKS  LENT 
Adults 

General  works 1,522      History  1,493 

Philosophy    1,092       Travel     2,700 

Religion    779      Biography    2,870 

Sociology   2,029      Fiction    66,298 

Language     192 

Natural  Science 943  Total  to  adults 90,850 

Useful  arts   1,428  Total  to  children 26,571 

Coe  Music  Collection 824 

Fine  arts  2,193  Total  home  circulation .  117,421 

Literature    6,487 

Children 

Mythology,  fairy  tales,  etc 3,574 

Natural  science  and  useful  arts 1,661 

Fine  arts  and  literature 3,161 

History  and  travel   2,177 

Biography 735 

Stories     15,263 


Total 26,571 

CIRCULATION  BY  MONTHS 

June    8,320      January    11,173 

July  8,909      February    11,497 

August 9,510      March   10,224 

September  8,802      April    10,253 

October    9,446      May  9,397 

November    11,145 

December 8,745  Total 117,421 

REGISTRATION  OF  READERS 

Cards  in  force  May  31,  1912 10,777 

New  cards  issued 2,341 


13,118 
Cards  expired  3,114 


Cards  in  force  May  28,  1913 10,004 
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Annual  Financial  Statement 

Receipts 

Balance  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  May  31,  1912 $  6,106.61 

From  County   Collector,  28Je.-14O.,  1912 $6,400.00 

From  Town  Collector,  31  Mr.,  1913 2,892.67        9,292.67 


Petty  Cash: 

Bal.  in  hands  Librarian,  May  31,  1912 $  337.15 

From  fines    874.64 

From  renting  collection 227.50 

From  books  lost,  etc 27.25 

From   non-resident   memberships 21.50 

Evanston  Historical  Society,  light 12.00 

Rent  of  Library  Hall 8.50 

Drama  Club  of  Evanston 87.84 

Bryant  Circle 15.40 

H.  J.  Wallingford,  for  display  rack 38.00 

From  donors,  Special  emergency  fund 880.66 

Coe  Endowment  fund,  interest 412.50 

Medical  Science  Section,  interest: 

Brayton  Endowment  fund $37.50 

Christopher  Endowment  fund 27.50 

Webster  Library  Endowment 66.25 

Medical  Room  Endowment 27.50  158.75 


Miscellaneous   receipts    42.73        3,144.42 


$18,543.70 
Disbursements 

Books  (incl.  $225.85  for  renting  collection) $1,994.63 

Periodicals    358.00 

Binding,  rebinding  and  repair 710.72 

Furniture,  fixtures,  etc 360.08 

*Salaries— Librarian  and  staff 6,891.71 

Substitute  and  Sunday  service 132.05 

*Janitor  and  Assistant  janitor 1,265.00 

Light 339.40 

Heat  and  ventilation  792.96 

Printing,  stationery  and  supplies 307.79 

Maintenance  of  building  and  grounds 490.31 

Insurance    185.15 

Deposit   Stations    141.45 

Miscellaneous  incidental  expense 477.10 


*To  May  1,  1913.  10 


Account  Special  Funds: 

Coe  Endowment — Books,  music,  etc 229.38 

Drama  Club  fund — Books,  periodicals,  etc 78.22 

Medical  Science  Section — Books,  etc.: 

Brayton  fund   $9.50 

Christopher   fund    42.05 

Webster  Library    endowment 91.20 

Medical  Room  endowment 26.37 

169.12       14.923.0Y 

Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1913 $3,620.63 

Balance  City  Treasurer $1,903.35 

Balance  Special  Emergency  Fund 880.66 

Balance  Petty  Cash 382.11 

Balance   Special   funds 454.51 

3,620.63 

Interest 

Special  funds  held  for  endowment  purposes:  on  hand 

Sadie  Knowland  Coe  Endowment $5,000.00  $243.13 

Dr.  W.  S.  Christopher  Endowment 1,000.00  83.59 

Dr.  Sarah  H.  Brayton  Endowment 500.00  61.46 

Dr.  E.  H.  Webster  Library  Endowment 2,000.00  7.90 

Medical   Science   Room  Endowment 1,500.00  41.49 


$10,000.00          $437.57 

The  foregoing  statements  exhibiting  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  money,  the  number  of  books  on  hand,  books  lost  or  missing  and 
books  purchased,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

MARY  B.  LINDSAY, 

Librarian. 
County  of  Cook, 


State  of  Illinois, c  ss> 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1913.  J.  W.  WORK, 

Notary  Public. 

Donors  to  Special  Emergency  Fund 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Adams  Mrs.  C.  G.  Little 

C.  B.  Atwell  S.  J.  Llewellyn 

Charles  L.  Bartlett  Wm.  A.  Locy 

J.  E.  Blunt,  Jr.  John  W.  Low 

W.  L.  Brown  John   McCarthy 
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John  Brunner 

E.  J.  Buffington 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Burch 
Morton  Butler 
Niles  Carpenter 
C.  M.  Cartw  right 

B.  C.  Chambers 
J.  J.  Charles 

Rev.  A.  S.  C.  Clarke 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Clark 

Charles  P.  Coffin 

T.  E.  Connor 

Geo.  H.  Crain 

William  Deering 

Dr.  Oscar  Dodd 

John  N.  Dole 

Drama  Club  of  Evanston 

W.  H.  Dunham 

Mrs.  Theodosia  K.  Eshbaugh 

F.  P.  Eyman 
Frank  M.  Elliot 
Rev.  H.  F.  Fisk 
William  Francis 
Rev.  T.  P.  Frost 
Eugene  H.  Garnett 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Gould 

C.  S.  Graves 
Charles  F.  Grey 
M.  M.  Gridley 
Jas.  C.  Hallsted 
Cora  A.  Hanna 

F.  A.  Hardy 
John  F.  Hayford 

Mrs.  Chas.  Merwin  Howe 

G.  P.  Hoover 
Wirt  E.  Humphrey 
Arthur  B.  Jones 

Rev.  David  Hugh  Jones 
P.  T.  Kelsey 
Mrs.  Martha  K.  Kepler 
William  C.  Levere 


Mrs.  T.  W.  McGaughey 

Rivers  McNeill 

Miss  C.  E.  Marsh 

Dabney  H.  Maury 

J.  H.  Nitchie 

James  F.  Gates 

Mrs.  George  L.  Paddock 

H.  J.  Patten 

Mrs.  S.  C.  Rawlins 

Irwin  Rew 

Louis  E.  Ritter 

T.  W.  Robinson 

C.  Rosenberg 

Norman  J.  Ross 

F.  J.  Scheidenhelm 

Robert  L.  Scott 

A.  D.  Sheridan 

Edwin  L.  Shuman 

Jerome  A.  Smith 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Somerville 

Thos.  I.  Stacey 

C.  N.  Stevens 

Rev.  George  C.  Stewart 

John  T.  Stockton 

Josephine  Stockton 

Rev.  C.  M.  Stuart 

Thomas  Templeton 

Mrs.  O.  B.  Tennis 

James  H.  Thomas 

A.  R.  Topping 

F.  P.  Vosa 

H.  J.  Wallingford 

Win.  B.  Walrath 

Dr.  Will  Walter 

J.  H.  Wells 

Mrs.  Caroline  J.  Whitely 

F.  Marion  Wigmore 

Carl  S.  Williams 

M.  H.  Wilson 

H.  H.  Windsor 

Mrs.  A.  V.   Wolcott 
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THE  CHILDREN'S  ROOM. 


THE  READING  ROOM. 
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